ILLUSTRATIONS
CHAPTER XVIII
1837 - Linceln's Firet bBig Year

I Lincoln in 1860. From an ambrotype taken in
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Illustrations - Chapter XVIII, Cont'd

These entries in Lincoln's hand show how modest the
fees were at the period, also that they were some~
times, at least partly, "traded out." (P. 319,

MeClure's Magazine, March 18962uu§1,sﬂaxﬁpzy_

Silhouette of Elijah Parish Lovejoy.

Elijah Lovejoy was killed November 7, 1837 in Alton,
Ill., in an attack by a(mob on the building where he
carried on his business* Mr. Lovejoy had had four
presses destroyed by mobs in Alton before his murder.
Twenty years later, Lincoln wrote of this event:
"Lovejoy's tragic death for freedom in every sense
marked his sad ending as the most important single
event that ever happened in the new world."

(p. 312, lecClure's lMagazine, March 1896)

The above picture was used as a frontispiece of a

a little book published in 1838 on the trial at Alton

of the persons engaged in the riot of November 7, 1837 -
the riot in which Elijah lLovejoy lost his life. The

Jury returned a verdict of not guilty« (p. 314, McClure's
Magazine, “arch 1896)

Extract in Lincoln's hand from a speech by lenry Clay,
made in 1826. This speech was made in support of Clay's
scheme for negro colonization « a scheme which it is
probable Lincoln followed closely and sympathetically
from its inception. He was familiar at this time, 1837,
with Clay's position on the slavery question and heartily
supported it. The above quotations were used by hin in
a eulogy of Clay made in 1852 in Springfield.



her death in the sumer of 1835 have recalled how guiet

‘age of eightyethree.

‘-Mumumxmm-mm.‘

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Chapter XVIIX

The first Big Year in Abraham idncoln's 1ife was 163V,
It was then that he first proved his ekill us a politieal leader,
was u-utu to the bar, began to make speeshes that m pr o
served, and, most important of all, demonstrated that uhﬂ
moral courage to side openly with what he believed to u m.._
right of an issue on which the whole country was m : '
Active ac he was, um\vu-mmm” (
The shadow of Ann Rutledge's death still hung ovesiim.
one of his friends in the Assembly in the smtw\m

how many evenings he left the group in the tavers to
some thoughtful friend. The most interesting of the
of these winters in Vandalia has come to us only rece:
series of letters and fugitive memoranda from the Rev.
s minister well known in Illinois up to his death

lr Mmumdmm‘?

th'la. Imuup 8re, who cane
agent of Thomas Jeffereon, charged witn




after the Ordinance of 1787 made this territory free, James Leman
toucm_s the -tiong factions in Illinois and Indiana which repeatedly
petitioned Congress to repeal the antieslavery articles of the
Ordinance. 1In 1809, at Jefferson's request, he founded an antie
slavery branch of the Baptist church and later the Illinois
Auﬂ-ulivm League « powerful influences in finally saving the
State to freedom against an opposition whose 'M it is vy
hard for us $o realize today.

James Lewien, Sr. had six sons, all of whom became, like
their father, Baptist preachers. It was with one of these, his

ramesake, that Lincoln became intimate in Vandalia, and their

friendship continued in his 1ife in Springfield. My, Lampn wrote
his recollections of this acquaintance years ago for his family,
but, so far as ! know, no part of it was published before 1915.
In these notes he says!

"My period of pubuo service in uﬂw and later

Illinois, and my travels as a gospel minister, which covered
a period of more than fifty years, gave me a more or less
intimate acquaintance with nearly every public man in the
state within that period, and none of them impressed me more
favorably than Abraham lincoln, from the first time I met him

. 4n Vandalia, in 1837, when he was a member of the legislature.
Generally, with uvum-. Mp+ ILincoln was secretive and shy,
but, from some cause, we formed very strong attaciments at

" our very first meeting, which steadily inoreased during his
1ifetime. My business at Vandalia that winter kept me thare
several weeks, and, both boarding at the same place, lNpe
Lincoln and I were thrown together a great deal. Generally,
for three nights every week, he was at my rooms until mi.
and certainly no one was more weloome. The members of the
legislature said they could not see why he made a companien



of umﬂ.ll'. lﬂ‘m. and never was m at m‘,

L

“ g ) .
adjacent sottlements while there, My. Lincoln was present.

"AS later mu« I was frequent.

on business or duty, and there
evenings, generally at my :
$ainly eould not have enjoyed our
did. mutw‘!mmm:' ‘
although, erdinarily, he was not a regular Md‘&ﬂo
There was a omﬂh{ onal trait, or characteristic about
e Qt::d‘:“ ':: umug w m':“. %
was a set o s B ‘ 5 : e :

and sometimes very mild, but always sufficient to tinge his
.cmmo with a shads of sadness unl : smile should
dispel it, which frequently happened, as ho enj humor
and often indulged in 1it.  On Matters aﬂu al, Jike the
philosophical old apostle, Themas, he was nmh_ e
clined to doubt, though to no greater sxtent than thousands
of church member Chyistians. But frequently he seemed to
erave a stronger belief in the Bible Struthe, and on one
osoasion of that kind at Springfield, he spent a whole night
with me conversing on matters, and at tines we
engaged in prayer, and finally he deslared our mm
restored his feelings to a better state of cont and
that his dowdts were subdued. AR that stage he |
beautiful wu. which so impressed me, that m m
oonclusion I asked him Af he could repeat it, whioh he did,
and I wrote it down ahd preserved a copy of h- This was
in 1866, and was our lact meoting." |

=

n.m-mmuofkw Lineoln might be, at
least muuy. disoredited by critical HMU. m m w
it 18 for trmo who "remember” in latter years o w. ﬂ'

‘we 41d not have a cerreboration of these meetings frem m -

himeelf. This cemes in & letter written by him to ~'  enen
1857 « & letter which appears in none of the '




’ugt sbout his business. It was so at this tine,

know, until 1915, when it muu.mmm
JeffersoneLemen Compact] containing all the details d‘ the
interesting and important antieslavery muw 3
referred above: In this letter Mr, Lincoln says: "The memory
of our many “evening sittings' here and elsewhere, unm
them, suggests many a pleasant hour, both pleasant and mo' .
ummmtu-nnnun«mmum
msam-pmun: umoummu;mum
interest in religious matters « an nurdy different m- of
his attitude of mind from that with 'h“h William ln‘-m and
Vard Lamon h their biographies oredit him,
However deep ummwmmwmmm-
in 1837, it did not interfere with either his num n m
Professional aotivities. And this is frue of all Vhose peried
of gloom through which he went at different tines and whioh
have been interproted by certain of his blographers ll m
of practical insanitys A man who goes on with his work

and intelligently through a time of moral and mental m

snd despair ie not a orasy man. MMﬂmmm- .
At the time of Ann Rutledge's death, as we have slready m o
1% was only when he was absclutely prostrated by Wm .
fever® that he gave up. As seon a3 that iliness had sbate




S 5

=

%Lf Munhm.umnm-butocmutm
S fosue the mest spirited BAL of political work that the Assembly

i of Illinois had seen in its twentyeseven years of iife. M vas
'g— mom»mntuo»tmmwmmm 7
= mtrmtmutusmbwuuummnuuow
:; field, the county seat of Sangamen County. 1 ;
ii“ : As one goes about Vandalia today and reviews ite eardy
:g__ history in cempany with the fine group of leaders mw w

'5 80 eager to preserve everything of ite early mdw. cu’ M

s but sympathize with Sheir loss of the uptm. MW as l-i ,
o was. u;-nurorfut. ummpuuhmmm

w was chosen as the capital nut it might -mmnnmu
& south for the convenience of the State. Accerdingly the mu-

; lature passed an ut. saying that at the end of twenty mﬁr‘*
S capital might be Y4f 4t was mo desireds In mm

of the expiration of this period a vote was taken in m M

ware six contestants at that time, the geegraphical m of the
State, Jacksonville, Springfield, Alten, Vandalis and Pesris.
Alton won. » o i
They tell you in Vandalia w how »mumm

“was vhen 1% réalised ite loss. Ve will hold M afewer

the citizens sald. °“We will build o capitel curselves,

they won't leave." And ummﬁw.muf :




eoitizens, largely out of their own pockets, e : ‘
ummomoumunrwmmnnmmm
Government had collseted in the vieinity mmumm
over the national highway, put up what was, for that m. m
finest public building in Illinois, the building which is reslly
the pride of Vandalia today, although, eshappily, it Mas veen
*{mproved” by later well intentioned but mistaken groups # 1
eitizens. _ o
In this building, now the County Ceurt louse, Shey
show you the Assembly roem in which unnh sat, and Ml M
wnmtuuvaytummtu.ummumm
County delegation, conducted in the effert %o secure the amu
for Springfield. Here he did his persuading, m. "Iu
rolling.® Here is the window, thay tell you, from which he
once jumped, to break up a quorum. ‘ -
Ascording to la' Herndon, it was tﬂa m Mter and
in the capitel at Springfield that Mr+ ldnceln exeouted this L
manoeuvre, though, indeed, I do not know why he mmm
junped frem windows in two different eapitolel If it m
a point, we may be sure he didl ux» vmumnm
traditiont 7
At al) events, he wen out as leader in m
removing the capital to Springfield. Vendalia's fine
butietag peoved 1o Yo & mmmaciom for her




5 14st of men of fine calibre and schievement connested with hew

& sarly Bistory, her ohief pride is in the fast that heve Abrehen

o Linceln spent five winters of his Aife. .

;g: Directly after the close of this omm 4n m ,

3 Lincoln had distinguished himself as a political leader he moved

é to Springfield. nmzu-.nmhtahhkmmm |
:Cq mnu.-nrmtm.mmomﬂd—mmmmmvﬂ
g__ mtu root and branch to Petersburg, a mile or twe down ill

& Sangamon « & town whfch in 183¢ Lincoln ibmself had surveyed and

E% tom»m.umumuumuumwtnmmm,
é secured the extension of the road from Springfield. Wl

v abserption of liew Salem was the vietory of the prairie over the

bluff. The settlers had learned that the prairie could be made
ivable, that here was'the wealth; they had Aearned, %00, $he
diffioulty of keeping up roads in towne situated as mmm.
a diffioulty obvious to visitors today.

There has always been a tendenoy ummw.
forlornness in making this move, but, as a matter ﬂM.NM
stepping into a position superior to that mm m |
of twentyeeight have when thay start in a new plase, for
field, usunm.NWuMQMMlO“
three years nov he had held a position in $ts land office
mw in the tows. For thres yeave he had m

:m-muu of the M at the State
*'mommommwmn




know. m.mtdﬁuommoﬁmum.mp
because they had confidence in his integrity and in his m
He ocame, %00, truhmmmmmtum-unvm‘
Springfield was grateful to him and to all the delegstien, knews
in Illineis history as the "Long Nine," because no one of M was
dess than six feet in height; and all that -mmm
celebrations were given through the county to the m 'u 1
demonstyations of approbvation for their course in the W
I have before me a communication from Athens, WM ﬂ of
theve affairs, with a list of twentyesix different toasts, m of
then by "A. Lincoln® and at least three of them in his honer.
lineoln was lucky in having a friend in Springfield th
whom he could live « uhin‘ﬁotorsnuﬂnmm‘lhh
the confidant of his dmu troubled heart, luhl b M He
was fortunate, too, in having a position in & lav firm st m
offered him. Major John T. M, uumuwmu
vith having encouraged hin to study law, now took him u, utm‘
oard appears first in the "Sangame Journal® on April u. Illh ~
That he was amuﬂmnMnmmM
fee book, facesinmile of extracts mmmmm
s various tines® 1In tae @nbries for April of the year Lincsln
went up to Springfield there is no fee higher than m :
mummmuhmmutw.,ﬁm' |
 to have been exceptional) nf"fr foon were m. 80 were
. n, Charles V. Moores of Indianapolis, mm




"The Caveer of a Country Lawyer® has made one of the best studies
of Lincoln's legal 1ife which we have, unearthed a few years ago
s number of interesting entries showing both the modesty of the
fees and the modesty of the cost of living. '

Vhile unquestionably the connection -uh M 'ﬂ a
fine thing for Lincoln, unu; a man crmmum
tion as well as of high standing in the community, Idncoln was »_n
partner mure to draw-business. msxmmmum
County was his friend and his reputation for honesty was such as
to attract business. |

The most significant thing in this Big Year, however, is
by all odds the position Lincoln tlun took on the slavery question. u
To understand what he did we must mm the gitation at W
particular moment, lorth and South. Antieslavery .mum was
becoming mere and more formidable thro /nmusttu. and ‘llb
multiplication of organs., The South was mightily stirred « and with
reasons In the South as well as in the North, antieslavery sentie
ment was making its way, }ht is, more and more people were doing
umceh. Governor of Illinods from 1823 to Wgh‘m
u 1819, leaving slave territory and freeing their m« m -
mtrmmnwummm.mmull“ﬂ :
position stirring in the North to proteet the runaways. m m v

was determined that the agitation should be st .,'". “ u i

mu- state passed resolutions u this m m
A






Lincoln refused to vote for these resclutions. Ne
agreed that Congrese had no power to interfem with the muu» a3
tion of slavery in the different states. He uttcni -uh the
Assembly, however, as to the power to abolish slavery in the
District of Columbia, thought that it did have that, w 1t
should only be exercised if the people of the Distriet W 1%,
His real objection to the resolutions was founded on his m
that no publie expression on slavery should go out ﬂw.m

tien that the thing Vas Wrong. The protest
a@ which he could find only one other member of the m
to join him in signing, read!

velieve that the institution of slavery is

founded on both injustice and bad poliey, but that the pros
mulgation of abolition mtﬂno tends u‘m to increase

than abate its Svils.".
Nine menths after Lincoln turned in this protest M

happened seventyefive miles or eo from Springfield, u W »—
of Alton on the nutnt»s river, a town which Linceln m-u
1y knew well enough, a tragedy which tremendously stirred him,
Alton was a lively town and in the main w.mi‘m ﬁth
slavery mymmdn much w':u in this m. w&w-
Elijah P. LoveJey, an motive abolitionist editer, whe u m
been driven out of 5t° Leuis, set up his press thers, w promptly
threw it into the rivers One after another thres préssss whieh
mqmnmummm.mmm,n
& mob, learning that he was starting a fourth press,




building and before the riot was ended, had killed Lovejoy.

How deep & hold this affair really had on Linceln we
had no direct evidence until hie letter to the Reve James Lemen,
to which I referred above, was published 4n 1916. In this mm

pened An the new worlds"
This extraordinary gstatement made by a man 80 m |

‘in his use of words as Lincoln almest invariably was, seems to me
%o show the depth of the effect tke tragedy had had upon him. He
goes on in thic letter to draw a comparison between Lemen's .llt

Lovejoy's work exceedingly interesting in itself and also m.\\u

of the parallel he makes from the Seripturesi

"Both your father and Levejoy were plonesr leaders
in the cause for freedom, and it has always been dirfiouls for
me to see why your father, who was a resolute, ungonpromising,
and aggressive leader, who boldly proclaimed his purposs to
make both the territory and the state free, never aroused nor
encountered any of that meb violence which both in 5%+ leuis
and Alton confronted or pursued Lovejey, and which finally
aned hin $0 & felon's death and & martyr's erown. Perhape
the two cases are a Aittle parallel with thooe of John and Peter.
John was bold and fearless at the scene of the Crusifixien,
standing near the cross receiving the Savior's request to care
for his mother, but was not annoyed; while Feter, whose dispo~
sition to shrink from public view, seemed to catoh the attention
of members of the mob on every hand, until finally to threw public
attention off, he denied his master with an oath; though later
the grand old apostle redosmed himself grandly, and iike LOVe] oy
died » martyr to his faith. Of course, thers was no similarif)
between Fetsr's treachery at the Temple and Joy's splen
courage vhen tie pitiless mob were closing around hims.
cases of the two apostles at the scene menti s John was more
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& prominent or loyal in his presence and attention to the Great
s Master than Peter was, but the latter seemed to catoh |
5 tnttnuthmz‘mummmormm
e of men, for merely printing a paper, devoted
e of the body and mind of man, was pursued to his death; while his
ot older comrade in the cause of freedom, Rev: James Lemen, Sp.
. who boldly and aggressively med his
=g the territory and the state ¢ Was never molest:
& the minions of violence. The madness and pitiless
e with which the mod steadily pursued Lovejoy to his do¢
2 as one of the most unreasoning and unreasonadble in all
L except that which doomed the Savier to the oross."
i
g—‘ Some three monthe after Lovejoy's death, !Am_nlﬁ delivered
'; hic firet formal lecture, so far as I knows This was for the Young
2 Men's Lyceum of Springfield, a elub which he had helped organise
QX ’ . 4
o soon after I moved into the town. The leoture was published at
@) 4 ,
= the requent of the club by the "Sangame Journal." It has the
@: pretentious title of “The Perpetuation of our Political Institue
E tions." It is really an argument against viclence as & political
H;;i method. The Missiseippi country had been rioting tir a yoar or
e two. At Vieksburg only a short time before a group of professienal
Q{ gamblers had been hanged by a mob. This had been the firet of &
G series of terrible deeds. As Lincoln reviews them!’negroes suse

pected of uiupxrt.nc to raise an tn-mn\m“' were lm up

and hanged 1n all parts of the Statej then white men supposed to

be leagued with the negrees; and finally, strangers from uuhbm
ing States, going thither on business, were in wmmu m |
Jested %0 the smme fate. Tims went on this pressss of nanging,




these to strangers, $111 dead men were seen iiterally dang

hammdtrmmnmnmtu.o.
~mmntmouupomumbw“hn’m B

- *pnds etory is very shert,® lincoln sadd, 'ﬂ“mﬂh |
mammumnm.rmmwmmm

witnessed in real 1ife."
muwommmmanm. m-mmn

¢rtmo¢run.umwtmmnnm.-uﬂam
modern. Indeed, his argument might stand today if its uw
tdons were brought up to date. He brings it dewn to an fmportamt
peint, that if this “moboeratic spirit" went on mw‘ ﬁ m
inevitably end, in a government constituted like ours, um
ing down what, he declared, was ite strongest bulwark, and St
‘was the attackment of the peoples o
*I know the American m’u aremuch ﬂiﬂh‘ﬂ m ‘
mm-ons.' ne salds °I know they would suffer mm ite sake;
I xnow they would endure evils long and patiently mm m‘
" ever think of exehanging it for another, « yoi, motwith anding sl
this, if the hnbomttumny despised and ‘ od, i1 ¢
rights to be seeure in their persons and M m i
better tenure than the caprice of a mob, the aliena ]
affeotions from the government is the am eque
,w,mam.nmw'







