1§ M3 LINGLN'S 20U

"What's the matter, Billy, something gome wrong?'
L I had dropped into Billy Brown's drug store on m |
12 of springfiela, hoping to find him fres for what he .
o well as I 444 - a talk shout kr. 1inco1ln, The t'ﬁ'
i not hopeful. Billy pls

place on the shelf, he dusted the soales vith = m
e and when he ringed his hands in the wash basin at ﬂl NS
= the store, he 4id 1t with an impatient splash that mm T
@ water mxu and made him mutter mtnn‘ which nlﬁll tm
i "Gosh dang 1t." G
N But as I'd heard Billy himself say apologetioally
@@’ more than once, he "just ocouldn't stay mad"., He ‘ﬂl
g His face oleared with the drying of his hande and he o
e to the front of the store, a ulnm it .nmw
smile on his face. o
"Glad to see ye," he said. "Oome tﬂﬂl
Chair® -~ *The Chair" being the saored 0ld Mlﬂ'
Billy mever failed to tell a visitor of whom he ap
Mr. ILineoln had "set hours and nnumnm”
"Yes, sir, I wuz out of temper- nn uﬂ:“
waz that feller you see goin' out as you kum alo:
bere whinin' sbout bein' a failure - I'11 m n’
h’l&i‘ s hard time - had %o l:ln I)amtu'
| - too bad, but m'nm num




that away. More'n that he's got a .ood wife and he owns M:
home and he sin't got any debts but what he osm work out - and
here he is tellin' what a hard time he's havin' and how h.'a
104 his courage and that a man whose nearin' forty ain't nt
any ohmoe and .the ocountry's goin' to the dogs - n’uunvlt
eatin' it up.

"Well, I finally bust right out and I ldd "3ee
here, Jim, you ought to be ashamed of yourself - yom lm in
this town where Abraham Lincoln lived and where his m ie
talkin' about givin' up at forty. Think you're the mrm
who ever had to start over - thought he's lost Onmm
You ain't as 0ld as Abraham L:lnooln wu 3 when he thought M.
what did he do? He did Just whnt yon'd oughter 40 and nﬂl‘
if you want & baby., He went to work at his old irdlt" and
that 's what you got to do - went to work and he came out a
bigger man than he'd ever been if he hadn't had all that

trouble - Git out'a here and git a job,

"Well, Jim looked sorter soared, said somethin' i
about not bein' any sbraham Lincoln whioh it wan't m-w to ”
tell me, and he went off. If he don't git some carpenter work
right away, I'm goin' after him. B3lamed if 1'11 see any -n
© in Mr, Lingoln's town give up at torty if I oan hup u.

"Believe that - Billy. That Mr. Lincoln would ma o
have besn the grest man he was if 1§ hadn't been for his losing
out in '49¢ | |

~ "Believe it - course I do, know it - knb¥ 1% b 'ﬁ‘f .
I spaw 1% - 'm. on n‘m under ny \."...



"Queer, aint it how a lot of men long about tom
one reason or another, find out sudden-1ike that 1ife “ m
80 easy or quite 80 sure as they Shought it would be - o ¢
on & man that things don't taste so good, sorter flat - m g0
times 1t's one thing and sometimes it another “m‘tm
1t's several things comin' in a heap. There's growin’ old -
_ourious how s man will go on forty or fifty ynrl. never
vumw he oan git old. Sees "orybody doin' it - lm"
their hair, gnun' atiff in the joints, not gettin' m M g
out of things, but he don't say %o himself 'ghat's me' - afiymore
he sayd at a buryin' 'That's me they're puttin' in thn tnﬁ«; ‘;‘
‘there.' Goes on just as if he wuz different - and then m 7
| @ay he sees it. You'd be surprised st the times men come “;
here, lookin' scared and say surprised like ~ 'Bil1ly, :'l
gettin’ old' Just like they come in ani say 'Billy, vn»m'
 ghe stummic ache', I know what Shey're hopin' thn x'u. w.
l1ike I do when it's a stummic ache, 'Well, here's unl&a'
that'l)l etop it', aAnd I can't, It's sorter ps.vm. i
"owasn't gettin' old that worried Xr. x.lmln - u nﬁh

I reokon he pretty much allus felt 0ld - no 'twaz ev
back on him - not wantin' him any longer in office - n
shovin' him off the skelf. Yes, sir, there he wus forty
014 and shut out's the kind of life he wanted most. No =
about it hewwus what you might oall a natural un;m
ponu‘n betterin' gnything else - asight nm‘mf{ |
I allus lhmhl. Course he had to have a Imi nql in
tizes lew seemed %o be whet you had to know if you wus
office - s0 n studied law but he na in nntm.



ook that up. started almost as soon as he landed in old
Samgamaw early in the 30's. I hear them h;niorsm sayin’ ‘
gometimes that it was Nary Lincoln who pushed xim into n:mxn.
Humph - He wuz seekin' office long before he ever saw her -

Been at it ten years before he ever married her.

Besy for him to git elected in them' days. People
1iked him and I tell you we boys Wusz his friend from the first.
You've heard how he piloted a steamboat down' the m fm
up near here - first ome - and I reckon the only one ever cot

. anywhere near this town. A pilot on a ltu-boﬂ them days

looked to a boy like a loocmun engineer il to one nowadays.

Then he went to war - Indian War - made Captain - and Shat

made him popular, and then he got the capitol for springfield -

at least he wuz one of them that got 1t, but somehow he seemed

to get most of the oredit. People wuz allus balkin' about him -

tellin' funny things he'd said - listen' to his opinion.

There wasnlt any doudt this District thought a sight of

Mr, Lincoln and his party wuz allus willin' %o give him an

office when it could. : |
They sent him to Congress in '49, He wus tigkled %o

.death about goin' and so wuz Mary Lincoln. I don't wonder,

ghe'd been pretty poor ever sinoe she married kr, Linoceln ~
oouldn't have a lot of things she'd been used to and goin' ;
%o Washington just suited her. Reokon she expected t0 make
quite & splurge down there - thought ihoz'a make a lot .g b
because she was a Kentuoky Todd. .
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= mind olear. I never like %o think of the differeno
=y him then and the way he wuz lookin' after lu m
- when he wuz back to stay. Greatest change.

- ~ "what wuz the mabter? Well you know tw
g—‘ send him back to Congress, but 'tan's th.h 1 K0
(f 41dn't expeat that mugh for he mast a seen this 'M.
. , goin' Demooratic. The Whigs - Nr. Linsoln was a

‘l ! goin' %o pleces out here. 1 reckon he knew n't M

S man 1ike we did. No 'twanm't not goin’ baok
‘ he 4id think he'd get an office from the gowi

time %o it - and I reckon he expected Jomet !
a14 you | jelieve, but somehow he spiled m

popularity out here - fer his friends. :
%o speak of fer anybody. They do say »




41dn't go after it for himgelf till after he'd um to m

0ffioe down 1n vashington - that was & geod job - paid well.
He wanted it and tried hard to git it but trouble was he

it fer ome of his friemds. He did his best m tuun .

name was Oyras Bdwards lived down %o B4 '

he saw he ooudn’t he tried fer himself.
"Well, sir, when Bdwards found out M m

to git that offioce he wus that mad - spite of M!m |

's known he didd't have a chance - went around nw ' ',‘ ol

was & trlthr -~ That nsed Nr, Lincoln up a M dea) m**

©_losin' the office. Talkin' in here ome day, m»m

any body around I ssked him about it - 'I losk ﬂtﬂ :
Bdwards might have it, and then I lost hie friend
the worst thing there is, Billy, losin' a Moﬂ- Friend
the best part of a man's life, I couldn't -mu i
didn't know what I 4id wuz all fair and above m.*
"pidn‘'t I know it? No siree, Mr, Limeol
81l the time I knew him, would s done a low-down thing
goin' back on & friend to git something he wanved for
and he didn’t then. But there was people mam
Glad enmough %o belisve it - even a 10% of uu- - o
seskers mad beoause he hadn't got 'em what Shey wante
wasn't only his not pein' any great shakes at
that soured mnh on him out here. 1t was th
in Gomgress about the Mexiean War mot bein' Ju
as the President was trying to get _mmn

¥

‘ m uwt think so - wouldn't m n. ‘Nade



were mighty unpopular out here with everyhody. you ttﬁ?ﬁi '
remember there were a lot of our boys down there fltﬁfﬂi“*'
boys from whia homes as well as Demoorat helio; vie tll ﬁl ill
war, our folks were eotttn' wounded and killed and thct&
wasn't anything to do but git through best we could - and ‘here
wus Linooln assertin’' i% wuz wrong - sorter poktu' fun -s thi
President for gettin' us into 1%, ‘

"Bein' a Democrat that made me mad. It was ggg'uuu
and we wan't goin' to stand any whig even 1! it waz lx;’f,”"
gtandin' up in Congress and making fun of it lzko In iﬁi._
geemad to me fer a faot, he sorter did drive the !t!llllul tntn
a gormer but I wouldn't say so them. People felt so llitlt
about it, some of Nr, Lincoln's trioni. got scared qﬂ Utui hn
wus doin', Billy Herndon -~ that wuz his law )tttalr ~‘”J"'
oall him off, Herndon told me Mr, Lincoln :nlt skinned umu

when he answered. :
t*what would you have me d0%' he wrote \iqk ahlﬁ&
the vote? Lie when I vote? wWell I won't do it and uu&iinr |
wuull you.' i
''§ell® said Herndon. 'He thinks he's right and ’
he thinks he'sright, you never can stop him, but li'qvﬁfffﬂ  : !
the party and he's hurtin' hiueel?, and so he wuz and n w o
found out when he got home. 'Stead of orowds of “ff”'“ T
pushin® up vo shake hands like he'd been used %o, :
kinda hung off - wan't hearty like they usedto de. ¥
in the party 1dn't hang around askin' advios |
I Teckon 1% 100ked o him & 1ittle mite as e ‘




80t a temper, vm don's ru blame her ioa m

Oome when the youngsters he'd imown wuz goin' %o 1y to Mp
him off the shelf. Quite a pusslin' and a disoouragin' m
for a man. I%'s a good deal like discoverin' you're growin
0ld. Well Mr. Lincoln had that to #ace, when he got iﬂ m |
Comgress. All comin' together as it did hc wus pretty uu.
went around quiet-like, his head down, didn't oome u here

lize he used to, when he did, dun't tell so many ﬂcﬂm

'Mr, ILineoln's got the blues', boys used %o say. th m.n
wuz tiokled, I wan't, I felt plumb bad seein' him like that,

"I reckon he didn't get much help home either. M
Linocoln had got it into her head she was goin' to n”" h' ‘
Washington - she'd talked a lot about it - sort of get up -
80 the women said. Natural emough - she didn't like m
m: here anygtoo well, didn't like his bein' get ll“t w o
better than he did. I reckon she took it onj on M.l at m '
sometimes. Mighty oncertain in her toupor/% But when m*c
had a oross spell she anu- did her best %o make up m “ -
'speoially if 'twus the ohildren. Oall 'em over next W -
mebbe that night - give 'em pop~ecorn, make ‘em um. 0

"out our way it got to be so everybody kept m «_ .
sight when she had a tantrum. You couldn't help kmowin® tt.,f,
800ld so you could hear her down the street. Qhw m m
used %o chase Mr, Lincoln out of the house lmuul ll'l Q
broomstiok. I asked Ma about that onot and she said: 'will
I don't want you o listen to all the thinge tm oy '
Mrs, I.iuou. Taint right to epread ‘em, m: m% 1
for hin 12 he knows we're Valkin', of oourse krs, 1




easy fer her %o live with. He"s careless about tmnn. M
things nice and wants them proper, He don't kinow m :
niee and when $hey aint., He's $00 matural %o be um ‘,
she: unuutmu 1% - then he's sllus kind %o all kinde ul
she don's like riff raff around.'

"Hie folks bothered Mrs, Linscoln. No mm “ll
of 'em wan't muoh acoount. 8till your folks are your m
and Mr, Lincoln wuz allus fer doin' what he could - tm &n as
la.
that's his father - had a little place over in 001” m;y -

mugh as Mary Lincoln would let him so I thought, m Lin

Mr, Linooln used to go over thers when he could. W a

heap of his step-mother. Tried to help hu,ato-irﬂm -

o use - $00 shiftless. But there waz a chanot of doin’

something fer some of the children. ie'd liked bo have had

‘em over here - put 'em in school - let 'em help nntﬂﬂu

house but she wouldn't hear %o it - so they said. : |
"fhere's folke that say he neglected his M’&m |

a3k him over when he wus urrud- didn't go to unm w .

he wus dyin', vell, they dun't have to live with W ﬂ a2

that's all I oan gay. 3he'd just been havin' a baby mm

Lineoln $ook his last -umu and when she had a W. m‘ ,'f

had o be around for weeks - wouldn't let him out of her sight

if she could help it, so the women said. ot N M h u

willin' 0 do all he ocould - awful Cmcr-huﬂu Iﬂ !

$0 death every time he got a baby - They wuz m

- "I ¥eokon this time he Wus more than ususd |

not to git Mary Lincoln to fussin’, ﬂwum




& uhthutm-nunmm“nr-nmtuﬂ;_‘
£ get over it - seemed t0o me sometimes when Na told me how |
= uun'uuumtmmmmmmwm_,,A,_
S reckon the only way Mr, Linooln helped was when he got “
) minigter and the two of 'em got her to join the m, o5
v a1an't join, mever 41d - but he Yook % pew and wemt sbesdy after
® the 1i%%le feller's death, Dew's still there. Ve put a plate
. on 1%. Ought to drop in some day and see it. .
= "well you kin mcr-tm how all this uu W
@, Party gone back on him - losin' friends and the verlastin' |
i maggin’ and complainin' at home, He began to look bad- " "
o : '"peelin' a 1ittle out of sorts ain't you u.x.mw
= I sez %0 him one day in here when I couldn’'t lm mn “
longer. :
v » "'1 ain't sleepin' so good, )3.117' he M& !
'- B “ Hot long before I1'd heard one of the boys who'd hﬂl m W
i ¢irouit with him worryin' about the way he aoted, nﬁi m_
4 night he waked up - you know in them 0ld btaverns Shose days
= they all slept together in one big room - well he o
1y and there wuz Mr, Lincoln settin’' up in bed mmhﬂ 12,
| | pretty soon he got up and get by the fire 1mw ﬁﬂ‘ . |
E wished he wuz desd - Pn‘aba‘uy; daia. 1ots ef men goin' &
o disoouragin' spefl suoh as he wuz havin' would be glad "
' die - easiest way out,
"He wuz havia' blaok nights. our
~ jumps from ome thing to -m»rmwu
_-:,M" '"! it MW anything. I

'-&_u i




= wonderin' what hie wife will 4o « how she's goin®
SC without any more'n he'1)

L the girls marryin' noaccomnt mens And them he dhh 1 '

2 how 1f he dome this or hedn't dome that, everything wenld have
* heen different and he gets %o Pityin' Himes)? snd wemd

& How 'twould be 1f he'd take something and git ouy of troudle
= onet for all, I tell you things kin look mighty queer nmights
g : when you can'st eleep and you git to worryin',

i real understandin’ allus suggestin’ something she
o might help. 'Count yourself to sleep Williem' |
E>

3 the other night when I got to worryin', Humph, 1'a been
Hl\: tryin'

What she says and I like to tease her, Ners-teteves
what I'd do dut begin %o count out loud -
'one «+ two ~ three' - but before I got




" bettern' he aid whenm he went to Congress thet he 41dn's veally

_mormin', He'd make up his mind he was goin' %o knew »

!uknwhvﬁolmou dia ﬁ.du--mﬁﬂl‘mﬂ
town follerin' the judge who wus holdin' Court - started out
in March and got dack in June - out a.-h in September and
back first of December.  Most everybody from here got back :
home Sundaye, dut My, Lincoln stayed away .xn.-:mmu
speak sbout it pityin' like. ‘
"what wus savin' him waz the way he went %% work ui
the law. As mnuh. saw he wan't goin' umnm.
he duckled down $o work in a way that everybody nﬁu& m '
gee he had never been what you might call larned in m.‘ that’
ie he mever had burnt no midnight oil over books - too alle
fired interested in folks dedmpe and the way they 8o on -
sorter tried his cases on what he knew about human m .l
then too he'd been so taken up with politics snd awsy i '
Washington two years, that all told he hadn't made m m of
law, But I tell you,'twus different now., Here he wus m
years old, practice all gone and mlonnuh' a Mg m

Xnow much, What he'd do? Go avound 1ike Jim is sayin' he

wuz & failure and everybody wus agin him? Nothin' of MM.
He went to work - went to resdin' nights - wpuld m m
after supper and 'stead of joining the boys over in the m

,mlnoroonla' tnunnﬂlpuulnﬂuullﬂlu

read, I've heard Herndon tell how when they was off on ¥
Odrouit, while the rest of 'em waus sleepin' he'd m
up in bed and read and study 'ti1 ome or twe o'clook §




wug sbout - wuz goin' o be as good a lawyer as the bes$ of ‘em.
"They all said he took a lot of sare dumm -

more'n he ever thought'a doin' before. Every mow and Shem

somebody comes in with a piece of his writin' showin' hew

he'd figured out a case on paper, before he went inte mm

- His handwritin' was small and careful - took m with 4%

allug ~ used to surprise me to see how nest uvu. tm
he argued writin' wos meant to be read and 1% ought %o e ‘
dome so you wouldn't have troudle with u. MU he m
plain and small., These pieces on hh onses showed m he
worked to get the thing clear in his mind. He put Sown the
pinte just as he'd worked 'em out - tickled me to ses how

' they all fitted VYogether - no sorews loose - and there m

never mo words used I didn't know - nuthin' a jury couldn't
understand and then sometimes he'd set down ome mm |
expected sayin's - make you laugh - sounded so un u-.

"There's a piece that's been passed around often
here - showin' how he tried e case for a poor old w , St
of a soldier that had fi% in the Revolution He had ﬂ “f
all the thinge on which he wuz goin' %o avgue and them he
ended up Skin Def't just like that” and Billy stopped m

monologue long enough to print the words on s plece of paper.

"Skin Def'%. "and I %ell you,” he went om, "they satd he #da
1% - made the man that was tryin' o skin her our1 " h ‘

his chalr, oOf course he got her off and Herndonm m L

he a1dn’t charge her a oent - beside peyin' m m
buyin' hr ticket back home. :




G "He wus funny sbout chargin’ - seemed allus %o be
seein' the ofher side - wonderin' how much he'd earmed - I've

= known of his sendin' back part of the money some one had sent
4 him - ‘whet I dome wan't worth ss much as you've semt - I'm
E sending back part', His bein' gqueer sbout momey wus sl
- & part of something he seemed %o be tryin' %o work out after
:(é he went bdack to studyin' and pnothiq' and that iu mm
= could be a good lawyer and a good man at one and the seme

E— time., I reckon there's trades outside of law where 'twonldn't
IQ: hurt to figger on thi‘mpoauun. ‘Mr, Lincoln seemed b me
g to be tryin' %o work out some rules - things he Mﬁlﬂ to
'g? do ever, One wus never to let people go to law if he oomld
E uhlp it - Try to get ‘em %o mettle,

i . "I resellect how one might when we got to talkint
LC: in here while he was waitin' for my elosin' time, so we could
% walk up street together, that he got to tellin' me sbout m
N ~Sroudble he'd been havin' tryin} to settle a case a londemont)
o preacher who 11ved out in the country wanted him %o m

& against s man that Mr, Iincoln knew real well, kmew he was
E— falr and hmoz—‘nu'd think a prescher would want %o IMO.
b wouldn't you 31111. Think the last thing he'd ever try to
E do -«u be to go %o law « bdut here's this feller mm
é&? and threatenin' and I don't believe what he ses omn h ‘ ‘
1(% A% shy rate I've been workin® at him all day W h |
%z him to sestle - t01d him that 1f he woudd, I wouldn't charg

him a ocent and wonld thank him to boos, mnm
":mm»nmunmmm:




back to law for good and al} mzzm't.m' hmm

into oconrt 1f I can help it. !ht'n/ ’hﬁl 8 lawyer hap
Q&Mu to be a good man, mmwxmm. that
I'm going to hurt business, but there'll be emufe yeal m
1e2% %o keep us busy. Thie world's full of meanmess and it's
full of thinge nobody has worked out yot. What m m
to be workin' on is putun' -n end to meanness and m' - :
things that ain't olear -trdshtml out so everybody'll know
next time how 1% 1e. Teastwise I'm goin' to put an end to

a8 much disputin' as I cen before 1% ever gets to comrs, I
ain't afreid there won's be ebongh work lefs,!

"well, hie workin' so hard and these ourious m
of his - bein' so generons and falr and bein' so HIC took
hold all over the Cirenit, It war't more'n three or four
years before everybody wuz wantin' Mr, Lineoln ml he m
beginnin' to get bigz cases -~ Illinois Railroad - lu m
oases, I've allus thomt you might hev seex him m “
to New York and !uluanon and mebbe Boston tryinm' miﬂ
1% hadn't happened sudden-like that he went back to poli
"You Xknmow mtwwuuanwuu

the 012 tune of Bedford Bi1ly intomed in what was left of a

onee deep and mellow bass the cuuh phrase, 'God m h g .
myeterious way his wonders to perform’, well, that wis sure so
in Mr, Lincoln's sese. You'd mever thought seen' m
about so gloomy and o herd workin' thet IMM!”
him ready for the diggest job qmmmh ndle |
sountry sinoe we started. But there ain't mo of




= explain 1%, 0f course you knew what brought him baok was the
& slavery question - their tryin' to get 1t inte a part of ¥he

i oountry that everybody had agreed for thirty years and more

[i wuz allus to be free. settled just as settled as Mﬁm
=1 "There'd beem a 1ot of exoitement and Salkin' and

o fugein' all the time lr. Lincoln wae in Conjress sbout lm'
= slavery into the land we tock from Mexico when we settled una

'L\T the War, Trouble wan't over when he left. 'Twant over '$i11
= sometime in 3980, Of course everybody hoped they'd step

}EL— arguin' then - South be satisfied with what she'd got « North
(5_ | be satisfied with what she'd got. I asked Mr, Limeeln in

S here onme night what he thought about the way 'twes £ixt ap,
é ‘ He looked at me kinda queer,

= "'Well, Billy' he said, 'it aint what I'a um to

hev seen, They're let slavery into a big slice of that new
territory. Then I don't iike %o see .unry left in m |

- District - right under $he nose of the nnmu m&
there aint no manner of doudbt but 1%'s a good thing that
there ain't a foot of soil left in the umg/'gn ain'g
covered by law - We know what's free and we know what's ﬁm _
That ought to end a sight of discussin’, I'm a 11810 afriad
the new law deslin' with runaway slaves will meke trouble « too
harsh, Be all right if the North will live up %o it

-mna' at 1t all avound I reckon NI

and they're the biggest men ”'N got. ll“" h
Af you don't git a1l you want than %o bresk up N ¥y -

REE e Lan St e A



= 80 %0 war' o mdhtutoﬁ.iulbmm*m

UE ‘ 'scmlhrc!muuutf'mmh“

Lg $hat law sbout semdin' back runaways that weuld stir up trouble.
ol Oouldn't get it obeyed. Why, we wus railrosdinm' m twugh

;ﬁw ' to Canada right here inm Illinois and plenty of people *

E— - %alked sbout the duty of obeyin' the laws mmw m m'

lij: I'm a Demoorat - allus wug - believed we oughtn't to do any-

:i thing to exeite' the south which wus gotting utiw and

:j bitterer over the way the abolitioniste talked and M

gj  Bu% I mever took mo pains to looate an underground num

o station, -

E: "'spite of all the talk and hard feelin's over fhe

9 Fugitive slave law as they called lt. "twant that M “

\Ig real trouble again, It was some thing nobody mr wonld MQ

Go thought of happenin', It waz the south tryin' to git slave:
LS into the land that had been made free in 18% - Might mm .
. hev Sried to git 'em into Illinois or wissomsin or Towa m

o woret of all for us out here was that one of our own. ena

E% ' Stephen Douglas - 'Little Doug' we callef him - 'hlt ﬁ' 7
8. emartest and most popular men in the country, if I do ‘W “ -

2 £1xt 1% up for them. Omme sbout this way,

(@j Douglas had allue been interested in mw borri- J
Q%— fories opened up - wanted to see all the weet country, w

o now Kansss and Bebraske brought in s wanted a mu

E5 B o e et s S 14 - a1 right emase

g_ 'mu = People wanted it « but aleng early in f'll» h

| Bis B11) wan't ke to git thought 1f he atdn's

W >._7.umuu«\omunmmmﬂm




Well you'd never thought he'd hev listened to that m - Wy
he himself had said more'n onct that Akmk the NMissouri ”‘*
promise - that's what they called $he law makin' ) ebras
free - wuz sacred - Yes air, that's the word M
<gacred as the Constitution,' ;
"And then he pute in & bi1l that repeals i% snd
Congrees passes 1t, _ e ‘
"Thet Repesl certainly aid something %o Mr, Lineeln,
From the minute he knew sbout it he wuz fer fightin' ﬂ;
'Futhin' else would ever have brought me back info polities'
he sald = 'but we've got to fight this or slse we're going
to hev slavery all over this country, If you esn Sake it
into territory made free the way Nebraska wnz you oan Sake 1t
into llliloll « and 12 they git it into Nedbraska « m “ ”Q
we'll 1ive to see 'em get 1t into Illineds,
i**Pwant $11 the fall after the Bill wen$ m m
I heard him speak, I knew he'd been doin' c:‘lnw
eround on the Oironit but he hadn't been here yes. m
time was when Little Doug come. He'd been havin' a prefty
tough time explaining hie Repeal to the mﬂﬂn m m
Wwas madg » fightin' mad - lote of Democrats W M
leavin' the party, They %olled the bells whem he m“ ,
Ghioago = put erape on the door - Pirvet time he m o ’
uﬁmﬁqmﬁl mmmm'munmu
'nhuhnu.hm.h'ﬁm
“When he went to a new town %o Mh
%0 800 hinself hangin' to a lemp post and whem he
sountry to mumumt mmmj




all sorts of names - 'Praitor’, '.mluﬁ“in'. said he wus
workin' fer the Catholies. | S

But you omun't soare Douglas. More'n Shat h W"
a tuht - loved to bring pesople over to his side - and h wn
doin' 1% too. He talked his way down from Ohioago $0 '

~ Springfield gittin' stronger every day so they said., He's got
an argument nobody oould answer - the party olaimed.

I$ wus Pair time when he came here, EVer beem "m
of our 3tate fairst Well, you've migsed unthm,. still L
they ain't what they were back in the '50s. Mebbe I'm gettin' ; i
0ld but some way I don't seem to enjoy 'em as 1 ada m

One thing's sure they don't have no such speakin' as we 414
then., Take the time Douglas came - seemed ap if m MO
waus here - he gpoke three hours and they'd nnuu M
hours more I reckon. I lkmow I would - and we cane mm'
that ocan't be answered - Douglas’ right. Main poinmt ﬂm nm
the people of a state ought to hev &he right to voke slavery
up or down - that Comgress couldn't imterfere with peop
right to mansge property 1ike they thought f£it - Mﬂ “1
right to me - that is 'til I heard Mr, Iimeolm.
“'fwan't '$il the mext sftemoon he mswered. I wemb
feelin' a 1ittle sorry for him, Didn't expeot mach. Good Memy
like me. what oould you expest of a man who'd mm l« |
Iineoln, amewering s big man like Douglas - & man 1ike
President of the United states before he died, ﬁ il M
I'11 mever get over bein' surprised st Shat ep
Right away I ssw this wasa't Mr, Lineoln as l'i




him - this wan't the Mr, Lineoln 1'd heard mu w-. m &N
again .t politioal meetin's. !hu wuz & big m -a m 3
didn't know, He'd got an nrcnunl that ruM away l‘“
Douglas look small - though I would'a died before 1 m ”
then - the thing I couldn't get around wuz lllmh m
answering Douglas about a gtate's right so Iﬂh ” m ”
pleased about property - that's all right ma m mum
about oyster beds or hogs or oranbery bogs bub it M m
you talkin' about men. If a negro is a man you m‘l t“
him like you do hogs. If he's a man he ough$ to M a
voisce in rumnin' himgelf - There dat no man good mh %o
govern another man without his consent.

 "0f gourse there wuz a lot more - mm M out u
argument where the pinte fitted together just mi ﬂw m ,
in the law oases I told you about, It wuz ounm m M : o
he passed over a lot Douglas said - give you an uu M '

wan's goin' to waste any time on what he didn't M sa
%0 what he wus drivin' at - and I saw olear as W t)
he waz drivin' at in that speech wuz that unl.m m

slavery spreadin' it wuz goin' to be all over th ‘

and thn mustn't be beocause slavery wuz wrong. Gl
"He didn't make no bones sbout sayin' it we
That wuz something nobody but abolitionists uum
them days - that is around here. But Mr, Linsolm om
out flatfooted that day about slavery. 'I hat
'n'o a 'mnrm xujutuo' allus mbm
'mucrm injustice', 'It makes us ook



I Yo the rest of the world, It sets ue oritieising the D olaration
¢ of Independence. It gits us to thinkin' that liﬂltﬂ but

Lt ult-lnonli ought to count," | e
"Well, eir, that hit me and I knew u. Mn

Ly / visbed me of sin. 1 knew slavery was wrong m x'l a m

= before I said so 'cause of the way I hated .mmum

i And just as Mr, Lincoln said, I wuz comin' %o thm Mﬂﬂ

e that paid must be all rtsht. .

2 "xnn'tlhcmymm:nathmmm»uﬁ
‘] bothered in his mind. Day before I'd been that Ma A
=k ' un;o Doug - all set up beocsuse he wuz ny uﬂ“ﬂi, '
= after hearin' r. Lingoln - Well a8 I say I wuz bo

¢ : 80 wus Little Doug they said - wan't long before he m
o “Sryin' %o get rid of debatin' with Nr. I.tnuolu. r

> Mr, Lineoln wuz drivin' the question where Doucm l
o want to see it go - Makin' 1t a question of right and wrong
= He didn't feel at home there - too much of a pon!m

1= Puszsled me a 1ot about what had happened ” _‘, :

0 What made him all of a sudden seem some thing uu*& ?:"Q_f
@ him thet I'd been lookin' at as 8 fallure. 1I%'s clear
day %o me now that the five years or so when he ns
2 , ~ arouhd, workin' at the law give him a big uvatm mg L
G Douglas. e dida't see i% then - reckon he felt bitber ” S
-3 Jeslous sometimes seein' Douglas goin' shead so fast an
= set aside. Bub bein' out of politics give him bime %o
o L and study things over. He'd been toan'jtm;i
~. . ‘4isoussion down in Congress and natural emuff

a Jee ) L
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" E | thing that went on after he got out. m;m 1!
oo

Lo Billy Herndon said - never got exoited M n -
o

aa)

anything - just studied it - makin' . ua m

~whether it ought ever to risk a war -toi *
80 far's he wuz ooncerned - 3lavery iﬁdt'i"t'
and when they tried to push it further ﬁlm
him to do but tr: to stop 'em. A

If Douglas had bad a chanse o “ W
Washington he'd never tried to ropul th“

i _ He sent him back to work - took him c&t of- P
8 chance to think out thim.

He'd never bin a bu man &#"

started ower in -u. n'n nl.m u"’
oonml-_ It kin ho the mn' at im if h
I a«n that in nm Maooln'l om-‘"v

‘bard on Jim and mtwulr & mu
‘nr, z.imoln's town,







