ambition aroused in his mind by the excellent college library, and

H@»nr/ 4 fonk:- F’/ e

molon met Herndon for the first time, to hoom Mt h
n-, at &nod'u drygoods store, over which Linscoln rod“ with Nr. M iﬂl

he first came to Springfield to enter inmto partnership with h}or um u
~ law practive. For a prtion of that time Mr, Herndon also shared thtt 'ﬂ"’

room with both his employer and futm law=partner. m-nd?q nmm hp
there, destined to continue and deepen through futute years.m m ﬂtﬂ.
mention of the moulding 1nrlunou around the 1ife of Wlliam !. n.m,

previous to this and on up to the time this partnership began, .uu m

able in several ways before conlidoring him in his relations as mtm .f
Mr. Lincoln, ' _ s
Unl:lko Mr. Iincoln , Mr, Herndon had been reared in a home Dt m,
vith the best opportunities for early tuition which the schéols of a,uqﬂnu &
then afforded. He had never felt the privations and grinds of poverty m
squalid surroundings on the coumtry fromtier, ae had Mr, I-inooll. He m.
through childhood and youth, the favorite som, snd his father's phn for iﬁn
oduut:lon were liberal, Having fid.-hod the courses of schools in Whu_, -
bis ftthor sert him to Ilnnoh Gollop at Jacksonville, . l . i

This college was then in comtrol of the Yale Bmd of protonm ﬁ'

had eome west to uta.blish, if possible, a new Yale College, plus greater l-‘l.h
erality of thought in both religion and politics. In this eolhp. mﬂ

personal instruction of such professors as Buchar. Sturtevant, 'hrm. Hﬂ,
Post, Dr. Jones and others, young Herndon began his college I:lfo/ !h hﬂ‘im
me in private cdversation of these most enjoyable years in his nfo th.ﬂ. Qf  '

the wider world opened by his dvanced text books == of the imspiration and

the personality of hisprofessors, and the deep impress which their '_ h



e
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(::T and political principles made on his life then, as well as ever tﬁ&. The

“E? tﬁ- spent there was, he said, a perpetual romance; but its ouliu..' u‘ 'u.-x-

LE: pected and sudden in ite coming, made those years seem a dn-lmd when ‘h"o -

lk:‘ : looked back to them. A biy's will may be the wind's will, but the thoughts

g i : and principles planted in young manhood are leng, Jlong ones. In !tm

i Herndonks ease they were passed on and, in s aw degree, lloiﬁod -&u :_. lﬂtﬂ‘.

E:T . executive, : i ’
E : | ‘ fouuz Herndon was more thanhalf through college when the ﬂtoﬁ riot _
53._2 ' occurred, with the throwing of the abolition newspaper prou' and uﬁﬁ;ﬂ-h‘u o ;
(LP the Nississippi riveg and the murder of its editor, Lqu, that took plnl

g ' Nowember L 1837. Great excitement followed throughout the epuntry, This ‘_

; brought the Illinois collep professors and a nunbor of the i.udouh h“y lll

E :  a few citizens of Jacksonville to the front with tho war m of tho nlvohnu

\g : on their lips. Jacksonville was thenonme of the active stations on the noum-

Underground Railm that secretly pund muq sluu on te Canada, 2
A public meeting on the campus was announded at chapel, to ln: uu"
that cfhrﬁoon. The college beil chimed the call on time and a crowd asseubled
on the campus. Several professors and citizens addressed thodhblymhm
‘impromptu speeches. The people, mostly southernm in their pouuul uu, were
turbulent, end outs:l.de the college influences, sympathized with, or umomd.
- the action of the Alton mob. The meeting was promising to uﬁ in a m. At
thie critical moment the young student, Horudon. made his way tonru tht '

front and on to the platform. 'rho student, Herndon, made his m tm. th

s .
frabt and on sthe plagform, The student body caught the excitement, ln‘ m ;

Herndon speaking priutolr with President Beecher, on the ,mrm, u., m i

‘thecollege yell, and -heuta for "Eornaon" "Herndon® == "'Phn un .r
Let us hear what this * son of a gun' ¢an sayl® !oochor. tlrudx
the noisy crowd on the ca.npul. without finds.u wxactly ﬁm&brm




g

student pfopoaod to say, in his perplexity told young Herndon to speak s :

he choso.

1
How long Herndon held the crowd could never hm == no one -m

time. But several who were there agree in the ac count urrt'hll 1! hthr m,
of the remarkable speech made, and the dogroo of quiet tho uuﬂh umm 1(
with, His appeal was a surprisingly moddrate one, asking for a fm m‘ﬂ ti
free sedl at least, and voiced decidedly, yet ekillfully, for the uma.u
of an adverse audience, the prinmtiples of freedom taug!t by the znum yn-
fessors and that should be maintained in all feee states amd torﬁ.twm. The
student crowd began cheering, hisses and cab calls became less, and as h_o g
closed he was picked up by his college mates and torne off the cempus nm
shoulders of his fellow students, and the whole affair came to an end ms &
aort of bollage Hill pyrotechnics, : : .

A local paper had a -hor;t. but witty, write-up from the eglh}p’ : :
student standpoint of the event; ..a by some means this and uwnm -
account of young Herndon's part in thise "nuti--lmry" muu. as it m .
called, came to the notice of his father at springﬁold. the Hoa. A. G, m -
don, who, with Mr..linclon, was of the "long nine” members :Ll tho IJ.M‘ :
legislature who secured the State Capital for Springfield. He saw gt nn
that his favorite son William had imbibed the horrible pol!.ti.oa.l homnn ;
of Professors Beeches, Turner, and their associates == in pld.n mu. “
he had become what these professors called a "Free Seiler," but the food
patent called "QUolitionist® == not o add here the sbundant o sspanuity
ap:lthtn the Hon. Archie G, Herndon was so euel_ptotontlt@ prefix 'ﬁ.on W _
-and discussing politics. | -

Your William got peremptery orders by the first mail to pack s
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goods, pay all bills and return home. This he promptly did, and on urw-

ing, thefond but indignant parent inf ormed the youthful itum‘ﬂﬁ"t-b g
would have mone of this in his house and name; tm unless lo m*d ﬁu 4
horride aboliti mism and all his d = d abolition nuo’c:latb-o. and ©ome iﬂ: ;
to the fold of the true and undofilod Democrat ic pany for god, he wuu
have no more of him in college or out of college; nor duu.'l.d ever hlu w
further financial assistance from thenceforward. Father amd son ‘were of

the same unbedding, independent and hpulsin temperments, and diaelld.u
only widened the distance betnonthom about the prineiples and po.r'ti.u

in issue,

The father was 00 late; ued of liborty had bnn well plmhd.
The free-soll principles had tbo deep & root in the warm young heart of the

enthusiastic son. He was immovable. Ever after, on all occasions, through
good and evil report, every throb of his hnar, and all the mru’ and force
of his active temperment, kept time with the advance of r‘roe-aoil' nltm ‘
throughoyt the nati m duntil the final consummation vas reached. ‘

Young Herndon left hame, bereft of all ties thoh uu'.tho
mather's, on whom it became a habit of Bis to eall daily or salute as he
passed by. To meet first expenses, he began clerking in Spnd'u store,

In the back part of this store-room was a hugh fireplace. This, ufhr . ;
business and office hours, became s huminams muts.ng plm for circles of
business and profeseimal and political subjects were discussed, oﬂn}

unti} the smmll hours of morning, Mingling with lllﬂl‘l company , fho ‘rn‘q

- clerk did not drift from his studious habits nor long remain a drngu elerk,

He was soon reading in a law office, and more zealous as . ltudnﬂ thm ‘tlll -_

he had ever been at college atudi.u. He was admitted to the bar I.l due tﬂ&.-

and settled down to office work and such ocm pruﬂ.u as his mlv nﬂh i

began to attract cnent- tor.

!
3




© bocks writben in later years. At the $ime of mithx which

e Wilten B, Heradon et sedibliug 48 a day -hu. h 'mA
SRR g Loncoln == who had just withdrawn fsem his partnership with
Judge Logan =- wglked into his om.u and proffered a m_u ﬂn
law practice. To Mr. Hernden'd modnt. niaun. unlﬁm w is
youth and luk of oxperionco in the law, Nr. Lholon would ut m, w
closed all by saying, "If you can trust,me, Billy, I cam tmt yﬂ’m
was their partnership pact. They had then bnn i.uﬂla'hly nmm fﬂ :
_five years. For nearly seventeen years after this trust w lmﬁl; m
in llyalty to each other, mutual and untarnished. _ e
The little sign of "Lincoln and Homdon" was hung out of im :
stairway entrasce up to their office, and was removed oaly Iin. nﬂtr m
twoyears, the bullet of the pro-slanry assas#in, Booth, elnld ﬂll f!.m m
~ the unior partner passed beyond his strenous m.. where -=- in tho m
'orkdo of Stanton, the War Secredary, who stood buidn hin a.t the last -m - s :__ i
"He bolongod “Athe agesi® “ 'Fm O&\@

Mr. lémcoln's readings during the partnerships with m N

Logan were principally confined to law, with only an occasional um m
‘History or essays by writers of the eardy Elizabethan period that were mw-
ites with Mr. Stuart. Yome of the latter ever appealedi to Mr. H.ueh |
strongly, Thus it happened that. during these two partnerships, nﬂn ”‘. :

his law duties, and consulting authorities and precedents cmuc'hd ﬂih W 7
clients' cases , Mr. Iincoln did sacroely any. general roldin;. and m .

hours were usually spent in conversational enjoyments where Ml fr en ‘
ueu-tonod most to congregate. Proffessional engagements were lul onﬂhg- A

at ths.s period than now, and offices, banks and stores were muag pluu

in a social way of smongenial friends during the day and onninp. qd'h ﬁf- o

ferent from those of the present day. e Skt
In this respect, Mr. lincoln's heiits began to changd mw ng

nepship with u:-. llormhn. The lattet had become a regualr m nf Stet

 Lidbrary books, and m. he had supplemented by purchases of ma
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chief extravagance was Buying booke. It was said to me by the principal

bookseller in Springfield, sometime before the Fremont campaign, that Mr.
Horndon read, every year, more new books (aside ffam all his law nuﬁm).

in history pedagogy, medicine, theology and general ntcutvn-o. than sil ﬁo !

teachers, doctors and ministers in Spkingfield put together -- whibh mﬂ'ﬁ

bably arrect.

Another marked characteristic of Mr. Herndon's == u:lh form his _'
ability as a Lawyer == was the rapidity with which he ocould to ﬁrduﬁ t
book and master its essentials, and , after laying it aside, oouuthcro- '
after, on a few moments reflection, give a digest or rehearsal of 11- con= _
tents, admirubly condensed, and sometimes more :lnterut:lng them the authou!l.
He had cultivated this 'faculty for years nnd et this peried, it lud boeao a
habit with him, andone he gr.atly onjoyod when with congenial frhndo.

This way of getting thn mtent- of books suited Mr, Loncoln nl_ul '
b;ttar. than his own reading of most books. No public man since Bmtu
ever enjoyed more thoroughly , or used more successfully, the u-_"t.g'f getting
from question-asking converstaions, most of the informationd he desired om
any nubjoﬁt that was interesting to him. There has been no little umu:,
in later years, about swme one's absurd statement, "That My, Lincon never i'ud
any book through himself," and Werndon's off=hand phrase, utonud pn‘l_y‘n _
to emphasize Lincoln's ability as a thinker , viz;, “Abraham Mnﬁh read hn
and thought more than eny otiur mean 1n his generatfion.” &uporhﬁnn and
extreme generalizations were never more faulty than vhnn nnd to dofhli |
characteristica and mental make-up of so unusmal emd ort;i.nal a man as mlcdl.
These statements in some degree han-colo:-ing from this habit obtained after
he and Mr. Herndon became partuners, Before that, Mr. Lincoln hed nﬂ. and
ru.d most thoroughly, quite a vnr:l..ty and no small m of the hﬁ ‘bo.td
He said as much or many book he referred me tq and spoke of huias rud 'lhn

before he come to Springfield.
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His marriage was snother moet controlling circumstance in the -
literary and imellsctusl life of k. Linodln. Nrs. Liscoln, whils & r

resident of Springfield before and affer her marriage, impressed sll who were i

acquainted with her with the accurate literary taste she had m vy

education and general readings -- especially in history, Mﬂ lﬂ ﬁ‘“‘- ._ .
She stimulated Mr. lincoln's ambd tion pontlenlly, md at tho ull ﬁu M. i

by her brilliancy as a connrutiom.‘uot and nppuchﬂ.oa of‘n 'tlll&tu %
best in literature, and in the books which they mutually onjmll u M
home, been a forceful helpmate in Mr. Lincoln's 1ntolhotuu1 lide. Bllo

was a good writer of terse, strong wentences and a detter e_rt-tic tanm

anything submitted to her revieion. She delighted to entertain her fhﬂ' .

and friends by reading aloud evenings. Above all, she had the most constamt

and enduring faith in Mr. lincoln's political’future, and tin'd. by every
means in the range of her unusual hupiring and vigorous personality, to

-~

ulilt her husband in season and, as same friends thought out of luua.

when she oy Mr. lincoln 's own ambition began % fag. With thm 'ho

. were 1ou 1nt1nato and knew less of her character, and the pornul hn-n '

life of Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln's,mwaxmk thie officiousness on her part was
often m;-oo'nltruod.

Mr. Hornden's bookd and his constant sdditions to them becmme of
1nmu'1ng Mo;not to Mr. ldncoln. They opeved to him, for th r’ufﬂ. the
new wide tmimpamiximx modern world of lc:l.oue., political hintory and pm-
osophy, as well as l:l.toratuu, Then the growing State Library bom an at-
traction to him. There he ut many kindred apirl.t- vhuo umnﬂiml :
intérests became almost deily pastimes with hil. 1: a new Mﬂ ﬂid

mingled politica with science and lterature.: Thio Sﬂt m Mu

was greatly increased by the dherming personality of lhnf Wwton m
then State mﬁmmu of Public Instructidn, whase otm d:m

 the m muo of Lincoln and Herndon, and there w/ uu.a.. i
i M mlv as o!m o at thj.. ... .m..,




& l._h Mr uu-, or fm of o:qmnui.u, iqptpd Bin to “T“"ﬂﬁm’

In those improtant years, these intimacies hmwa B
vith literary and political friends ceming and going, mesting. at mm
Library and privately at the office, with literary and nuuul Ut ussion
between friends and partners. Not that Mr. Linclon cardd Qﬂn’ hr dsl m
literary fares his frineds and the junier pn-tmr found in M’ m. :
Mrs. Lincoln shered with him at their hame. The wtllr. at hlﬁ. m ﬂ
what his nai.or would be most interested in, and theee he 'bruﬂt tﬂ .
Iincoln's request or mood called for them. Often at the end Ot an m S
~day Be would nmk, *"Billy, what book have yom worth ﬂuc to i&o n- iﬁ s

mght1®  Or he would already have ame, got at the State Wbrary dwq o

the day, and stowed immmx inpr on his hat, so he would be -m totlﬁum
wp when starting hame. No part of Mr. lincoln's life has $uffered in htm
more fr- false colorlng and belittling sensationalsim, thul that of ﬁc ”m
he lived in Springfield; and especially is this so as regards the u-'hl all
li.toﬂﬂlluftsﬁhoﬂu. + O&MT& \‘\Sﬂﬁ_ b . ,g

Phile I knew Lincoln in eoffice life thon, == @Very new buk ﬁut '
appeared on the table had his attentibn and ‘was 'hbu up by him on “'hru;,
to glande through more or lees thoroughly. I can gy the same of the ﬁm u :
Ba‘hm's office adjoining the law office. Walt Whiltme' s "11-0!!!- of Wq.
thenjust published, I recall as one of the few poetic omes ihat mm B‘,
and which , after reading aloud a dozen or more pqu. in his -niu w. h o
took home with him -- but brought it back the mext mordng , laying it -w- "'
man'stable and remarking in & grim way that he *had barely saved it frﬁ h!.u .
purified in fire by the women.”

Readers of this day hardly eupnhlnd the shock ‘thm'c ftM
book gave th. publd e, L.inooll from tho first amniuhd \"ﬁﬂ'.
phetry. ;

!’tm uupupd fu-llr. Lhu].n nnadlhl‘. mﬂ#



‘and unconventional sentimests and nnlqu forms of u,nu“n. nm!_ _'m that

and this when the office family, only, were pumt. It was mm
and expected by us at that time, when he would bm m 1!:;. oadi .
some favorite author, as Burn's poems or ome of m-’om'i m.whh
to begin reading aloud is some choice chdu character, or mﬁ H
sppealed to him and he would then contimue on to the ond of ﬁi m..' - ﬁ
sometimes, to the end of the plq, or pogu : 0

then l'alt ¥hitman's "Leaves of Grass” was first mlt*td 3'5“ ﬂr
placed on the office table by Herndon . It hed been read by mfn h
and one day of leisure, diauuniona hot and oxtnli hed lpﬂng up M :
ite poetic merit, between office students and Horndu. in which u-. m
had entered from his adjoining office #0 engage in with ue. : i

Later, quite a surprise ocourred when we tem thi MM m. . _' li ¢ i
and our discussims had been engaging Mr. Lincoln's silent. nttoatinn - _‘ _ . *
After the rart of us had finished our criticisme of some pnl.l’.hr nﬂn _. ' ik e d
and Whitman in gonon:l., as well as of each others utoru'y taste ui -mh'-' :
in particulasr, and had resumed usual duties or departed;m= ¥r, Illuh. 3

-during the criticismg, had been apparently im the Inmrudmblo d”‘l-ll. of

one of his glum moods of meditative silence, &= referred to ﬁuﬂnm ‘hli it
up "leaves of Grass® for his first reading ofit.- mm hlfl an luw. or M
devoted to it he turned back tb the first pages, -.nd to our general 'mn. :
began reading aloud. J
Other ofﬂ.oo work by us was discontinwed while he nd'ﬂ.ﬁ
sympathetic ‘qhui-‘_ ter'u after versé, His ﬂnﬂﬁlg Qﬁld a thm Qf

pow life in vhitman's versification, Sm for a rov omu‘h « lm w

allusions that Linmcoln suggested could have been viled, m mn, T
left out, - he commended the new poot'o verses ror their MH@, reshne

um showed pr-lu for a new nh»l »f m







