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June 24th I937

Degr Miss Terbell: -

I must ask your pardon for snswering your letter of 22nd so
promptly, but I had some clippings of the dedication of the new buildings
at New Salem, so thought I would send them to you.

I hed with me three friends who all had very interesting Lin-

coln backgrounds, thst may dntgrest vAR: ine, an old High School mate

istinction of being the last person who ever looked on
%ﬁg ggcgaiftﬁzrgham Lincoln. When with nobert Lincoln's permission the
opening was made in the casket beforg iI wastiin%%zgig:caz:dhinwggngrcto
, he was engsged to make and close e . :
;?3m§:§°lso could so%dgr the lead coveringe. So after it had been seen by
those p}esent. he had the last look as he finished his job. You may have
interviewed him. tut he is very retiring so does not exploit his great

. as & remsrkable lineage, as one of his ancestors came over
pfiv%ﬁgmayg'i O%Qr .

The second was John L.Roll, the life of whose father I be-
lieve you extend seversl years by showing him to have helped Lincoln
build the fletboat =t Ssngamontwon, where he lived Qy.

The third was Franklin Pierce Coon, wh o make Mr Lin-
coln's toot§ +nd incidentelly, he later sold his shoe store to John E.
Roll. He says the largest lasts made were llo.I2 and as Lincoln took & IQ,
his fsther hed to tuild out the toe for the purpose.

I need not tlow my own horn but I did push the shrinking "Vio-

1rts" to the front or they would not have gotten up on the platform end
180 €ll been introduced to the present dsy "Ann Rutlege.”
As you know ty this time nmy tirthday comes July I4th and Hopkis
July I5th, tut he will be 66 while I am only £3. Coon will be 85 in fug-
ust, while 201l will ulso be ¢Z June 26th. So you see I am the belty of
the 9uar‘tette .

ve had many recuests for sutogrephs :nd were e¢lso "shapshot"

& numbter of times 'nd ly one yerson teken in en Tastmen movie cemers on
the forch of the Rutlege Tavern. They rromised to show "our movies" and
I invited them to my tirthday perty, as they ere Ir end Mrs Flunk of
Virden, £lso great Lincoln "fiends".

When my folks asked me whc I wanted cn my tirthdsy, I told
them these three o0ld friends, ‘ut nogw I have extended it to include Mr
end Mrs H...Fay &S0+ nd ¢ few more. If you were sround this way I would
heve ;our name "Put in the pot"” btut of course that will be impossible.

The evening psgeant wes very good, as the Petersburg people
are fine 8t getting up interesting things.

I suppose you will smile £nd think "Poor old man, what a
flock of bats got in his belfrey" tut they have now flown, so I am sgain
normal, and will merely subtscribe myself,
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Your admiring friend
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