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ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND MATILDA EDWARDS

History is full of personages whose echievements
charm and daszle the imagination, There is perhaps no name
so familiar to men and nations es that of Abraham Lincoln,
The perspective of more than half a ocentury affords a view
of this grest character unseen by his contemporaries., His-
torical research has revealed and is still revealing much
that was unknown to those who were privileged to assooiate
with him, Bis rugged faoe has beocome ome of the two or
three best mown in the world., John Buchan, the English
historian, now Governor-general of Canada, has grandly said,

"What I want to impress upom you about Lincoln is his tre-
mendous greatness. Alone he took decisions which have altered
the course of the world, When I study his career behind all
the lovable, queint, and often grotesque characteristiocs,
what strikes me most is his immense and lonely sublimity. He
oonducted the ordinary business of life in phrases of homespun
simplioity, for, he was a plain man, loving his fellewmen, but
when the crisis came he could stand alone," That a person so
mystical and inscrutable should emter into the warp and woof
of our common heritage and remein an enigma, cannot fail to
oontrol and inspire us forever,

Let us unfetter fanoy and wander over the old trails
with a man whose humanity and greatness are the blessed heri-
tage of a united country. In so doing, let us seleot the
nearest approach to ohronology regardless of its ramifiocatioms,

History and romance are a part of human progrees and
achievement, As twin sisters, they record some of the most
thrilling episodes in the affairs of men. The decade of 1840
to 1850 is replete with personal aoccounts of social and politi-
ocal rivalry in the border states of the west. The facts are
known to every student of American History, It was in the
Spring of 1840 that the migratory spirit exerted itself, due
to the lure of settling in the vast prairie lands of the new
Eldoreado,

Incidentally, many of the so-called squatters hailed
from the Atlantic seaboard and from the catton belt of the
Souths It is a singular faot that the settlers represented a
diversity of traits, customs, and practices, Partisan feeling,
engendered by local pride and political affiliations, prewvailed,
and vital issues were often at stake,

By a strange combination of ocirocumstences, there are
available some fascinating episodes of pioneer days whem the
agitation of the slavery question aroused discussion, ' The
scenery shifts as we enter the arens where men of recognized
ability appear in public debate. There are two outstanding
orators who represent two opposing faotions, The people are
alert as they listen to the "Little Gient" Stephem A, Douglas
and the tall and lanky Abraham Lincoln. We will not go into
further details ooncerning those statesmen of an earlier day,
but, let us hark back to Springfield, Illinois, where a future

.president is just entering the limelight,
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There were quite a mumber of interesting and dis-
their names with the history of our OouRtIY.: Among them. Wes.:
the Honms ¥inian W, Edwards, whose uncle, Gyrus, Served.in the
State Senste at the time the capital wes transferred from
Vandalia to Sprimgfields - ‘i, sty T Yot chntid B

. The prestige of the Edwards family, both socially .
and politically, had a tendemoy to sttract meny of the slite.
of that time, . Thither came Katilda Edwards of Alton to pay
an extended visit to her Cousin Ninian whose wife, Elizabeth,
was a sister to Mary Todd of lexington, Kentuokye The two .-
young ladies, Mary Todd and Metilda Edwards, were rivals in .
the love nffairs of the immartal Abpshsm Linooln,. . Treditien
tells us that the young ladies happened to. pooupy the. saue:
bed during their stay et the Edwards home,: . How. they oonfided
to each other the secrets of the hwman heart without menifest-
ing any feelings of jealousy and.presentment, wo mey oenjeoture,

It was st a ogtillion perty, spousared by Mrse - . .
Ninisn Ddwards that Matilde met the tall and modest young . .-
lawyer, Abraham Linooln, whose towering personality, primitive
honesty and wit endeared him to the people of Springfields A
careful sorutiny of the' guests assembled there will Tevesl SOoNS
outstanding characteristiocs. The girls in the new oapital were
almost all Kentucky belles = the prevailing type being bruneties.
iatilda was a blonde, tall, willowy, and graceful. As s poten~-
tial rival of Mary Todd, she was rather reserved but her charming
personality served as a magnet to men like Douglaa and Speed,
who at one time or another proposed or hinted at marriage, but.
were both rejected as unworthy and unfit for such high venture.

. There ere many versions regarding the romence of .
Abreham Lincoln. The biographers have evidently niscontrued
the evidence in the ocase, It was the fearless and trusted .
friend of lLincoln, Col. Ward Il Lamon, who has handed down
firstehend testimony, and, there is no reason why we. should -
not accept his version as reliable and authentic. He seys in
perty "The love affairs of Linocoln and lary Todd were:destined -
never to run smoothly. It was a season of misgivings, based
on false illusions and dark forbodings. The sppearance of ifiss
Latilda Cdwards wrought havoc. She fasoinated and attraoted .
meny & suitor, and when Lincoln mat her he felt his heart change.”

: The Mary Todd affair, soccording to Stuart, Herndon, and .
Lincoln himself was s "Policy Matoh"; but with Miss Edwards it
was love, pure and undefiled, a compelling force, a reourring
dreem that haunted lincoln night and day. The fits of molan-
choly to which he was subject seized and oontrolled hin for a
long time, It was only after serious refleotion that he ocon~
oluded to render a statement to the lady from Lexingtom, in
which he oited his reasons for cancelling his engagement to her,
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.Jittle concerning Matilde Bdwards. - It.wis sfter-theicloseof . .

‘;l_,thc year 1842 that she returmed:to Alton where. aho was Dgeri

' . trothed to the Hons Newtom D. Streng of ‘Reading; - ‘ .

g : Acoording to the records in our looal. umm fe,
wvtm n, Strong was born 4n Somers, -Conm., uﬂnm,vm‘ i
;-xcmquind«nthorousl\udﬂommxmqaimdj dua B
:fram Yale College in 1831, After graduating he was tppolmd

a tutor at Yale, a position he held for two yearsy It was ot
the request of his brother, William, thot he removed to leeding
to assume the study of :law, - -After his edndssion to the bar:
. practiced his profession for a few years st Easton, Pemnasj
.. bhen moved 0 Alten, Illinois, where he took s leading tion
among tho logo.l counseloro ot thnt l'bata. i“hc yu.u ﬁwb, bor= Aty
_ Augnat a. 1366 - Hin m were mtemd inm Mln m
Cemetery at Neading, Pemnsylvania. 5L .
Mummommtmrm - .

” -tWWQntMmD.-@M ‘No children came to bless -
.md perpetuate their pawe.  iirse: msrmg was buried st Mm
Y. 9y 1861, three daye befare the rmmw. mive: A
,,,o: Lincolnts birth,
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© The following letbter fram a nisge of Natilds
':'111 substantiate the facts surrounding the episode in 1i
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Dear Sirs- | s
Your locver to the Hayner liemorial Library hlb "‘i""' :

to ms to answer as I am & granddsughter of Cyrus dwards and a -
niece of Matilda idwards Stromg. Cyrus Edwards, a son of Bem=
jomin Edwards was born in Montgomery county, Maryland, on
father's plantation, Mt, Pleasant, His boyhood and early man~ -
hood were spent there, William Wirt was a tutor in his femily.
Following the tide of imnigration the family moved to Kentucky,
followed his brother Ninian, to Illinois whers in 1809 he had .= ..
been elected territorisl governor. Cyrus Bdwards was a msm of =~ = -
commanding presence, six feet four inches tall, alwmys ele gantly -
dressed, a lewyer and politician, His cldest daughter, M tilde,
was born at Elkton, Kentuoky, August 1, 1822. She was a:most
fascinating end handsoms girl, tall, graceful, and rather re~ ' =
served, She moved at ease among the social and refined clesses . . -
at Alton. . ' : " L A

Abreham Lincoln was a frequent visitor to her fatheri's - AT
house, It was on a visit to her cousin, Ninian, that she Lormed
a warm friendship with Lincoln, Tradition tells us that Lineoln
and Douglas were both in love with her. e e T

#atilda Edwards married Hewton D. Strong et "Woodlawn" the
ocountry home of her father mear Alton. Her married life was of -
short duration snd she had no children to bless and perpetuste
her name, Somewhere among the records of the old. oourt house

at Reading, Pennaylvanis, you will find more of the. life of . .
Newton D, Strong and his deveted wife, Matilda, who as . young
lady exerted a powerful influence in the life of the Ammortal - -
Abrahan Linooln. | T
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Pray believe me ~-

Alice Edwards Quigley .-
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