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Long experience in the trade had taught these women to cnleculcte closely the
number of dresses they could make in a week and the amount they could earn, Based
upon definite statements by the workers, a fair estimate of weekly earnings for 107
women showed that half earned less thun $2, & third from $2 to $3, and only one woman
as much as $5. The hourly estimeted earnings of 89 women ranged from about 1 to ll} ‘

”g;gmmsgpta, well over two fifths earning less than 4 cents.

.- One woman unusually fast and skilful in making children's silk dresses,

-

ome
broidered and lace trimmed, had to work steadily at least 8& hours daily for 4 days

to makse & dozen dresses, for which she was paid $1.75;,0r less than cents a dress.
ol P—— A

In another family two sisters, by steady work, could turn out in a week 20
machine-stitched drosses with hand fagoting, earning together only $3. A couple of
women, makors of a very fine style of infants' wear, could not earn more than - 42
cents for a long day's work.

In no caso was embroidery considered as "pickeup work" or a casual diversion.
This type of work provided tho only source of income in many families. Housekeeping
interfored but little with the routinc of sewing, and woman after woman described
the steadiness and regularity of her sewing hours, nocessary in meny instances to
koop the wold from tho door.

"I work from 8 a.ms to about 10 peme~—=rest 1 hour at twilight——don't ltop;é;r

anything=-mother doos all tho housowork," one girl said. "I make from 14 to 2 dozen )\
dresses a woek, sowing all I can, gotting 70 conts & dozon, or about 3 conts an hou’r,l _

another statod.

Spood as woll as skill wos cssontial to mcot tho domands of tho Now York cone

_ tragtors that ordors bo filled rapidly dospite the low pay. One Toxas cmployer on
complaining to tho Now York office of tho unfair and greatly reduced rates for the

workers, was told, "You must compote with the cheap Puerto Rican labor or lose the
contract." ‘

Conditions in this trade are strikingly similar in Texas and Puerto Rico==
with the contract system, home work, and low wages prevailing in both places, the
Women's Bureau points out, "Both localities, although remote from the senters of thi
industry, are competitors of factories located elsewhere and undoubtedly cause 5

wages in New York and Connecticut.” 5,










