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. COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

/’ WASHINGTON

April 10, 1918
1814 N STREET NW.

Miss Ida M. Tarbell,
Pitusville, Pz

My dear Miss Tarbell;-

When will you reach New York? Miss Patterson tells me there is to be no
Committee meeting this month., If it does not suit you to come down to Washing-
ton within the next two weeks, may I see you in New York some week-end? I want
to clear up some matters which it is rather hard to write about.

I am trying now to find some one who will take Mrs. Blankenhorn's place.
I nate to see her go. I shall enclose a little statement of the work she has
done while she has been here. I'think it is a good record, and I know that the
work goes on much faster when we have a competent.person to write, read copy,
and contribute ideas, v

“

I have heard nothing from Dr. Shaw about the letter to the Central Powers
which I presume you sent her. I nderstand that she is back, although I have not
seen her. I shall ask her about it one of these days.

Irs. Blankenhorn leaves at the end of this week. I queried Sarah Comstock
again to kmow if she could come. Now, I think I shall take the candidates we
had before more or less in order, and try to get some,one.42%4 Corue [

I certainly think we should have lMrs. Becker on the Practical Service
Bulletin. I wrote you, either at Titusville or New York, that she could come.
She will come without a salary, taking the risk of getting ite. I don't think
that is fair, but I think the work so needs doing that we will have to arrange
it that way unless you can see some better plan. She camnot afford, I lmow, to
come without a salary, and I have spoken to Miss Patterson about possibly cetting
her one. She shakes her head and says she does not see how it caon be dones
I do not think the Committee can afford to leave this work undone. It  should not
be mussed up any more, either. If some one will take it and stay with it until
it is finished, i%t will be a great help indeed., Do you think that I'might risk
having Mrs. Becker come as a volunteer - expecting that the money can be found
for her in May?

Mrs. Ball told me same time a&go that she did not expect to stay longer
than May as she wants to go to her ferm and do "something definite for the i
Government.®™ She has not been in at all for about a week, and so far as I Imow
has seen no ome in the house. It would have been different .if you had been here,
I am sure, but I douft whether she is self-directing enough to put the thing
through without constant supervisione I think that if lrs. Becker has a good
start that is all she will need.

I enclose copy of this week's report.
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