Harch 15, 1932
Dear Professor Barnees

I have your letter of February 29ih, saying
that you have been reading from my littie book, "He Knew Lincoln,*
and that you have been asked whether there was such a storekeeper
a8 Billy Brown and if it were true tuhat lLincoln frequented aia &frarta

Yes, it is all true but perhaps the following

which headed an article published in Colliexts fox Februasry Js“ﬁ M&
will help you -

"In the thirty-five years thut it has been my privilege
to keep in touch witi the idise of Abraham Lincolng I have
known many o man and Woman who hiad been his friend, nei
bors professional or political associate. Yo one among
them all has left witu e so strong a sense of intinate,
unselfish friendship as the original ol itae Billy Brown
of this story,

. “%hen I knew him in the '90%3, he was “keeping drug store®
in Springfield, Illinois. Hwsorous, wise, companionable,
Billy, had always drawn to nim men of parts, appreciative
of native, sally qualities - among tiaewm Abraham Lincoln,
who in the '40's and '50%s dropped in so often that he Caume
to have a special cuair by Billy's slovee.

"Phere ir iardiy wyn important event in Mr. Lincoln¥s
life on which Billy and I did nov touch in our talks, dnd
wnlWeys he wa. rea., wil. .irewd wiw alfectionute comnments.

"In tue piresent story I lave altempted to give his
explanation of lir. Lincoln's retirement from public life
in '49, his return in *54,"

I suppose you are using this reudin@, unprofessionally
that is, rot for commercial programs. I speak of this because the
rights to the use of BEdlynBwoygncoln® are tied up in various m.
I am not free to allow its use excepting for non»prafasﬁiom
purposes,

Very sincerely yours
Professor John Barnes
Park College

Parkville, Missouri
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