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0L INTRODUCTION.

e .
=3 "It does not require that distant historical prerspectiv
I which is supposed to be necessary for final judgments,to warrant
s the assertion that the campaign of 1896 marks a turning point in
P the course of American politice. The monetary issue,on which

events ostensibly revolved,wss,it is true,an ancient one,but

TE§ the real conflict was not over the remonetization of silver or
B the gold standard. Deep,underlying class feeling found its \
- expression in the conventions of both partiss,and particularly
, that of the Democrats,and forced upon the attention of the

= country,in a dramatic manner, a conflict Retween great wealth
i and the lower middle and working classes,which had hitherto

S been recognized only in obscure circles. The sectional or .

=9 vertical cleavage in American politice was definitely cut by
SN new lines running horizontally through society,and was also

crossed at right angles by another line running north and south
representing the western protest againnt eastern creditors and
the objectionable methode of great corrorations which had been
rapidly unfolded to public view by merciless oritlolsl and nuuy
logilativo investigations.

"Even the Republican party,whose convention had boon
largely prepared in advance by the vigorous labors of Mr.Marcus
A.Hanna,was not untouched by the divisions which later wrent the
Domooratic partv in twhin. When the platform was rerorted to
the duly assembled Republican delegates by Mr.Feraker,of Ohio,
its firm declaration of opposition to free silver,except by
international agreement,was greeted by a divided house,although,
as the record runs,there was a 'large demonstration of approval
on the part of a large majority of the delegates which lasted
several minutes.' When a vote was taken on the finaneial plank,
it was discovered that 110 delegates favored free silver as
against 812 in support of the proposition submitted :zr
platform committee. The defeated contingent then yit
the convention after having pre~ented a statement,which t!u'
declared that 'the people cry aloud for relief; thoy are bendimg
under a hurden growing heavier with the passing hoursj
endeavor no longer brings its just reward--and unless the lawse
of the countryand the policies of political parties shall be
converted into mediums of redress,the effect of human despera- f
tion may sometimo beitnessed here as in other lands and in
other ages!" (Beard, Contemporary American Hintory,ldi-leﬂ)

The following manifesto issued by the Populilt ozo-

0 cutive committeq,during the campaign may serve to show how true

Z%\ this opinion is There are but two s}dee in the conflict that
is being waged in this country to-day: On the one side are the
allied hosts of monopolies,the money power,great trusts and
railroad corporations,who seek the enactment laws to benefit ,
them and impoverish the people. On the other side are the fbruuwi.*a
laborers,merchants,and all others who produce wealth and bear the
burdens of taxation. The one represents the wealthy and pﬂl.rfE"
classes who want the control of the Government to plunder the
pegie. The other represents the people,contending for it
before the law,and righta of man. Between these
is no middle ground.{{i{The Silver Knight and Natio
man, October 22,1896,Page 5)
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