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108 MILL STREET vy T
ROCHESTER, N. Y., W eth,zm.

Miss Ida M. Tarbell,
Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. ‘ i
Pear Miss Tarbell:- ' e iy
. Your letter of June 8th was forwarded to me to Canads and |
by some mischance missed me there entirely. It was returned hnmthi.j

morning, which will explain my delay in answering.

I return you herewit.h the anonymous let ter you sent me atﬂ
might say that from the general tone of it I do not think it wrthy of ‘
much attention. The writer is in the main correct in what he uyl '.-bmt‘
the acquisition of the net and twine people by the Linen Thread coubina—f
tion and it 1s possible this part of it might be used by you to advantasﬂlw
but it would be necessary to confirm the writer's statements bororo pub-
lication. |

“The very Arbitrary Instance" the writer cites about the Linen
Thread Co. refusing to sell the fisherwoman in New Brunswick, umaia she
paid a balance of $.53, and "The nine mile drive, with thtmd up to the-
hubs” sounds more like Nick Carter's methods than a goed argumeut m&mt
The Linen Thread Co's. methods of coilecting their bills. Tho:lr book-' |
keeping department 1s entirely separate and distinct from the ulli_ng;,o‘nd ‘

and it is quite possible that some bookkeeper might be tempted to .idbpt;
\ o .
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Rinen and Gotfon Fhueads

108 MILL STREET

ROCHESTER, N. Y., Jul¥ 6th, 1909.
Miss Ida M. Tarbell, = ff&.. )

rather ctern methois occasionally; but on the whole we think this end
of the business ought to be left aione. '

As for lr. w. A. Auger of 33 Fulton St. to wvhom the writer
refers yo; I hardly think you could expect much information. I have
known Mr. Auger for a good many years and he is going along in a small
way in the twine business, but as far as having inside knowledge of the
Linen Thread Co’s. business, I think you will find he knows next to

nothinso
The fishermen insist on having Knox's thread in the ir nets

and as v. & J. Xnox of Kilbirne, Scot. are part of the linen thread
combinat ion, the Linen Thread Co. use them as a lever to compel reluc-
tant and unwilling het manufacturers to join the oombination. I do not
know whethier this is legal or illegal but it is a perfectly natural move
on their part and 1t has been highly successful for they n:ve succeeded
in corralling and rounding up all the net manufacturers that amount to
anything. The R. J. Ederer & Co., ot Chicago, are, as he says, a strict-
ly independent net manulacturing concern ani it ls possible your Chicago
represeritative might learn something of vaiue from them. The concern is
owned and run by a Jew, Mr. Loefflier I think his nume is.

My sympathies are with you. I can see that it is no easy task

to separate the wheat from the chaff in the mass of materisl that must

be handed up to you. ours very truly ’
[
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