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Daarest Claras

1 wrote you somelime ago you may ransmber
that I was pubtting together scme recollect ions of my
jife. OF course I anm ineluding something on Poland.
The most imporisnt thing in ihst adventure Yas oy
friendship with you and your fathsr and mother. In
what I have already written but am not sending you
now I have refarred to your father meeting me on
the street just after I arrived and telling me %o
speep a stiff upper lip® - a thing which I never
ceased to be grateful for as il cawe al a monent when
it was just what I needed. TYou know all about that.

Now I have coue to a2 point where I must
spesk of your father's relation %o Wikliam McKiniey.
The very fact that those who write of HeXinley
believe that ¥eKinley was “he one wronged wnile you
and 1 bobh know that your father was the one who out
of leyalty and simple-mindednsess and goodness of heart
and his belief in MekKinley as & kind of infallible
teader was the one who was wronged gonvinees me that
I should put down somewhers in print my interpretation
of this business, Now however distasteful this may
be to you, my dear, is it not your duty to permit it?®
Andg if I sm wromg at any point in what I have said
should you not point it out and should you not give
me any further information that may strenglhen the
account? You need not appear in it at all; you ses I
very carefully kept you oul,. put I bave a duty to
discharge as & journalist, dear Clara, & journalist
who loved your father, believes with all her heaxd
that he was wronged and that it is my business to say
8o before I die. Please rTead this, my dear, and tell
me how you feel sbout il and whal you think. What I
have written about the Seuninary and the town I will
send you later - these pages Tollow that.

I was glad to get your Christmas letter.
How terribis it is about liss Theburn and how terrible
it is that there are none of the Thoburns that interest
- ¢hemselves in her. Do they ever come %o see her? I
am so glad, dear Clara, that you ave £inding useful valuable
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work in the Home. Tou can do many things nobody
else couid do because you have so much 8% h and

sg much humoy and so much sympathy for those whe
suffer. You drown your gwn disappointments and sorrows
in serving others, and there is no better way to use
ones talents end time in thiz world. For my part I

am proud of you.

: 1 spent Christmas at the Farm trying
to get over a bad ¢old. I am pursued by colds - out
and osut influensza-snd the country air always helps ne
over them. Things there are fairly well. Will and
®illas will go scon to Bridgeport. We don’t quite
dare visk Will®'s being shut in by a snow storm. If
he has an stiack it is too difficult To get a Doctor
or get him $o & hospitel. Sars is threatening to stay
there all winter; she certainly is a plucky little
person, takes cere of herself in every way even io
stoking her furnace. I expect to be up more, rather
tran less, from now one

Love to you, my dear, and write me honestliy
hew you feel about the puges I am sending you.

Always your devoied

¥iss Clara Walker
Cintivnnoti, Ohie
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