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(uttbr from Ida M. Tarbell
to her family - November 13, 1»1)

My Dear Family:

While I am waiting for tho woman to brin; in the nﬂt
for dinner I'll begin my weekly letter, I sent only a postal m
week because I was so busy. Just after I had written it I mm
a lovely long letter from Iothu-. I do enjoy the letters so Iuh. I
am getting actually interested in your cats and am hoping they'll '
live until I cen get back, Will's 11lustration of his cat before
and after its bath were very "taking,” I think I'1l sceept his
suggestion and use them in one of my letters. 5 cents a plece is
chéaper than I get photos for here. ' ' : _

I have not had a moment's time to write since I made thn :
above introduction, I have just finished a letter to the Dispatch
and now I am going to write toyouinordortogot 1&01’1‘“&“&'
5 o'clock mall which makes tomorrow night's steamer at SM,
There 1s so much to tell you that I fear I'1l forget mm
Of course the work is the first thing, Imud.hqpylutm
by receiving my first money, It was not mueh “.00 (How the M‘hr
would scorn 1tl) but I was glad to get because it is a IM. It

~ came from the Times-Star of Cincimmati. 1r enyone should send ”

A Faas -
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l,,t. Gity with orders to send to Cheque Bank, w "z. ,
for the amount which are almost as goodu gold here nm
108 me know if the Dilpltoh publishes a letter on m m
Ghambep and the French newspapers, and if they use any pletures ﬁ
. 4%, Since I wrote I have sent a little story to mm, n

lrt!.ol. én the Paris Mission to the _m to the m“

mmd a third lottor to the m and beside have gotten w
most of my matter for my third syndicate, If things will ‘only ull
I can work, I'll enclose & note to Sara about things which are iﬂi
back, I am going to try to get a series of monthly articles '1‘& lhl
kﬁCIuro Syndicate, Iy money holds out remarkably because I don't ﬂ
anything., I must spend a little now for French lessons ulutm

a pair of new shoes but if everybody pays me I can easily on@.
I begin my lectures in the Sorbonne this week 1: the
professors get back. It is the funniest way of conducting a Mk‘
that I ever heard of, The people come and go as they please “Map
Last week Thursday they managed to open the courses, The mm :
were in the Grand Amphitheatre of the 0ld Sorbonm, A mw
up in Richelieu's time. The -tudonta who average 80 m Is A
think, packed it about 1000 in all, They were like American cgw

boys in their fun. They all stood hats on until the rmuy_

which was a long time. Every time a girl, a soldier, or an QM
in they cheered and stamped. They don't dislike women -m' but
jeer them, One old lady éntered late, the boys nearly Srolb
‘ cheering her, The faculty, nearly 100 in all, filed in,
They took their seats and plumged into the opeming witd
of introductory service. Important announcements were




(mm ﬁ-c- Ida M. Tarbell .
to her Mly. Nov, 12, mn

A long tsble ran the length of the platform, on it were &
holding a carafe of water, a plate of sugar and a glass ﬂﬂtt
spoon in it, This is always put on the prof's table M lw‘.( w ."':
first course begins this week. I shall not be able. to m |
everything but enough to get on I am sure, .

Of course, I have seen a great many things I -»m m- Vs
to tell you lbout. The first comes in the line of a contnnhn. : d 3
fot going to do mmything I daren't tell - if T cam help it. But
hers goes - I have been to see the Can-Oan, Read Mark Twatn if you
went a deseription. We all went, one at a & time with a gentleman h ‘ 1
whom I have great confidence and who I think quito unders tood m
desire to see a little of the fast side of Paris, It was hm
interesting you may be sure, We went to a place called the m g
Bouge (Red Nill). The outside is built like a mill and mm. |
The huge blades of the wheel, which revolves, are filled with red Sl
lights. There was a stage performance which wasn't at 111 m lﬂ 7
a great deal of good music, There was no noise, d!'mhﬂnn
disorder., We walked about, drank coffee, saw the whole thing

without any nnnomco. One dooln't care to go more than m, hi :
one 1s not sorry to see it once. When I get home I'11 tell MM o
I saw, Someway I don't like to write it Stmo. isn't lﬂ
Don't tell Brother Jesse this either,

A thing I can write about with more mm il
s:turdg 's excursion. Our trips are becoming mﬂug’,ﬁ ur frd
and a large party joined us. Mr, and Mrs, hrym N
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see it, The chateau at St, G, contains a museum of cu'h'

thn. I presume he'll go through life tolung about tho odl Iur

réntainhlnu. It has a chateau built in the 16th eonttu-y, a roritt

T

Let: " hmx |
“f b'%l’. '.'- ﬁ, 1”;’

lnpma J‘onyhim was is buried. We had a mw i_t
at starting, but a Frenchman insisted on getting in and the
determined to talk him out, We did 1t too. There were five |
booh in the party and we all read the descriptions aloud lt

the Americans have of all reading at once from their bo&l. ‘to
Germain 1s one of the royal summer homes - the oldest save

‘of 11000 acres and the most wonderful terrace I ever saw mﬂg
for nearly 2 miles and commanding a magnificent view of thI MM
One om see Paris, the hills on either side, several towns and
the river for miles, St., Denis where the tombs of the kings or m
are - I wrote you about our trip there I think - is in sight and |
Louis XIV was so disturbed by alwqi being in sight of his mm '
resting place that he gave up St. Germain as a summer place lﬂ ~
built Versailles to the south, He started to bring the water m
north of 3t. Germain 21 miles away. You can see the mﬁu of
the old viaduct on the hill near St. G. now, a series of w
stone arches (sketch of arches) but he gave up the task o’ ol
constructed pumps on the river by which the water was drlm tm
A new pump Iork.q was put in a4 in 1855 which drives the water ;AF
-uu and 508 up hill, We didn't have time in returning to am
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é? history., It is a splendid place to read Caesar, All m al

G are worked out in plaster models. The towns and \m“mm

Lé, and old fashioned war implements are all there in miniature. “

e /ér the most interesting is the model of the defenses Cessar made

;;: by means of forked sticks and holes in the T’M‘ I never saw '

N a more perfect object lesson than it gave. There is a great deal

E\:T of old pottery in which I was especially interested. We visfied

% the church in which James VI of England is burlod and from llnlo

E tomb I stole the enclosed yellow posy, and the H@tel-de-Ville, m |
%L: some old fellow has left his collection of pictures and ml% =
6 some of them interesting and most of them mot. We went homs ea $he

% train in 1} hours getting some lovely views of farms and chateaux and
E cottages. We had the jolliest day yet because of lir, Summer, He is

\g a perfect clown, don't know a word of French but talks to everybody

c:;i and reads all the signs. |

?’ | One of the pleasant thingsover here is this getting

Ll‘; acquainted with people, or would be if we didn't loio them so quieckly.
e The Summers with their niece (a friend of Miss Towle's) and the Goulds

— are going South soon. They had us over at their rooms last night,

q‘:f; had saved all the ends of candles for a week to have enough to light

g up with when we came, and saved their newspapers for napkins. They

B servad little cakes and grapes out of the cover to a pasteboard besk

% box and used the wash bowl for a finger bowl., Some of our steamer __
QL% friends, a Mr, Schwindle and his sister, are here now, Mr, S, ltﬂ.l i
E for New York Saturday, his sister will stay in the house with us .
o fPR \ : )
o until January. She is a very bright little girl but Mr, S, won't

- let her stay alone which proves his wisdom. While I am talking about
e people I mustn't forget the biggest news of all., Bishop Wi
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P 'rsr and Dr, Hurlbut have been here, The Bishop preached hﬂ

.

15th, I had a pleasant talk with both of them, but we none i" *
referred to tho Meadville matter,  Mary went to see the MM ﬂ
had a long vilit. He told heri that he wanted to go back “ “ﬁ
ville and say to Dr, F, that he had seen us and that the 'ntrur"
was not mentioned, He was utterly amaszed to find us looking so ml. .
I expect from what Dr, had told him that he expected I would be _-r-i
-uody. and thin and emaciated, Instead I was feeling capitally m ""f e
when I saw him, had on ny seal-skin and brown bonnet which if I hﬁ
worn 1% for two years is becoming, and was in the midst of things ‘ o
at the ehureh with Dr, Thurber and all the "lights," He didn't ' f
hear any wails m- this side, that's sure, They leave tomorrow L,
for Enghnd.

I went yesterday to a swell French wedding at one of the
most fashionable churches. The wedding was at noon " The altar
was lighted by hundreds of candles, and the flowers all white with
green were very elaborate, There must have been savefal hundred
invited guests. We got into the side with the curious and the :
beggars, The bride was dressed in heavy white silk, made pu‘f*ly rf
plain, long train, long high sleeves, high neck, not a jewel or‘rbti \ "

of lace as I could see, vell of course and orsnge flowers. You don't
seem to be married here without these things, The prettiest part
of the ceremony was taking the collection for the poor, 8 girll “
by gentlemen did it.. Two of the girls were in pink-cloth of m
plain lkirt, demi train, high waists with yokes atripod Ii‘ih m
black velvet,(sketeh), black hats with plumes, The girls all

f’-m.-s
7a.



A T v T
v

mtm rnuzux Tarbell to
her femily, Nov. 13, 1891 *

11ttle bags for the money made of cloth like their gowns, Ome
 littls girl of 12 had a lovely pale green silk trimmed with ru}n 1ace
b and a*big greenish felt hat tied down with green and yellow ﬂm'._

=il - It would have been a charming dress for Esther, We saw the mlhit

L:P_ of French soclety and they didn't look better than the MMO d‘

§j: Titusville would in a crowd, Everything,absolutely, is wern, big

E md little hats ‘and bonnets, long and short wraps, The dress as a
Eﬁ rule are plain;, demi train and the basques are mostly M‘k. very.
&; The music ap the wedding was superb, organ, harps, violin,
s "

@ etc., and oue of the finest boy choirs in Paris., The archbishop

% performed the ceremony. He was clad from top to toe in gold .l.ﬂﬁc

o 12 priests assisted, 6 choir boys and 4 sacristans, two of them in
QS ~ magnificent uniforms, DBut I must stop., I see I have writtem on

e only one slde of the papoi-, forget that you were not a m

&L(:: I send two or three little French 8.5, cards for the children M

"E . as I use in my llttlo class, :
4\* Write me often, very, very often and tell me all the news, -
!; Give my love to everybody., I was glad to hear about the farm folks,
>

ﬁfﬁ.c, /tr I ever get to America again I'm going to vil:lt Hateh !onﬂ.‘ lel

| ’
my love to Florence, poor thing, If I du-od 1! nuo her a 1ittle

i note but I'm afraid it would do her more hm than good to M

% /:or troubllo had erossed the ocean, Tell Ella I'm waiting m&
Q&: for a letter, As for Sara I'm going to send her an w
$ for a Xmas present if she don't write soon., Love to ew |

’5 ' Yours lovingly,







