)r. Tincoln's Inaugural in Sagland

The following is the article of the London Spectator
on Mr, Lincoln's inaupgural address , in full: Ca R R
"The political news from America is important, On the . = =
4th instant, the day of inaugurating his second term, = .
President Il.incoln read a short state paper, which for poli=-
tical welight, moral dignity and unaffected solemnity has -
had no equal in our time. His presidency began, he says, .. . -
with the effort of both parties to avoid war. 'To strerngthep .
perpetuate and extend the slave interest was the object for -
which the insurgents would rend the Union by war, while the = '
rovernment claimed the right to do no more than restrict the
territorial enlargement of it; .' Both parties 'read the :
sume Bible and pmay to the same God;' Xach invokes his aid . -
aguinst the other. . . . The paryer of both cannot be an- = . |
swered, that of neither has been answered fully, for the - =
Almighty has His own purposes.' Mr., Lincoln goes on to con-
fess for the North its partnership in the original guilt of '
slavery; "woe unto the world because of offences, for it
must needs be that offences come, '‘ut wone unto that man by
whomthe offence cometh!"' If we shall suppose American . . ' ...
slavery one of those offences which in the providence of God. . . .
must needs come, but which, having continued through His ap- . .
pointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to . .
both North and South this terrible war, as was due to those .
by whom the effence came, ve shzll not discern that there is
any departure fromthose divine attributes Wwhich believers:
in the 1living God always akkxihxxeascribe to him. Fondly .
do we hope, fervently do we pray, .that the mighty scourge
of war may speedily pass away. VYet, if it he ' God's will
that it continue until the wealth piled by bondmen by two
hundred and fifty years unrequited toll shall be sunk, and = -
umtil every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be re~ "
vald by another drawn with the sword, as was sald three thou -
sund years ago, 50 still it must be said that the judgments .
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether, With malice
towards none, with charity for all, with firmmess in the '~ = .
right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on . ;2
to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds
to care for those who shall have borne the battle, and for -
their widows and orphans. And with all this let us strive
after a just and lasting peace among ourselves -and with all .
‘nations.!’ No statesman ever utte#ed words stamped at once - - .
with the seal of so deep a wisdom and so true a simplicity.
The 'Village attorney,' of whom Sir G. C., Lewis and many - =
other wise men wrote with so much scorn in 1861, seems des= ..
tined to be one of those 'foolish things of the world!' - ..
which are destined to confound the wise, one of those weak . .
things which shall 'confound the things which are mighty,*: . . .
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