(letter from Ida M, Tarbell to
her family, Mareh 1, 1892)

Mareh 1 ("1802" mm nm)

My Dear Familyt _ d o
I am writing my letter the first du.u in the mm

lest I get you none at all this week, I have had a very bu.: ﬂﬂ
sines I wrote last, The girls, Anna and Jo, started for Italy hﬂ
Wednesday night (Feb, 2'5). I spent the day of course in helping M
get them off, We went to the train in a erowd, 15 of us, § lmiim;
our French professor, the Emerys; lMr, Hagen and we girls, I
dreaded to see them go. Amna is uot coming back, I have M
very fond of her and it seemed a little hard to break ofr our
friendship so sharply. Jo will be here through May I hope., Anna
has had a great time with one of the Egyptians, He fell in 10"!.
with her soon after she came and it took all the mﬂu ) ¢ had teo

%

"call her down" as the boys say., She has acted uplondldly, owe
after her #iwe$ preliminary escapade which aonautod in m oﬂ'
.alone with him to the Jardin D'Acclination., PBut the other night

he walked to the depot with her and proposed., He is uomly
uigh 80 the other Egyptians say. She refused him of uum. I have
no end of affairs to look after with the girh. Some of thdl awfully
funny, some not so. My poor old soul who knits stockings and stews |
dried apples has had some sort of a terrible experience and she eries
on my shoulder periodically without letting me lmow more than thl‘t "
there is"a man in 1t," Her hair has turned white in tweo years so m :

“see 1t is no light matter.
# 92 written in later.

Fanris , . 
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Q«E Miss Weaver, the girl that came in with us last m. i
e has had the midwst thing happen, though, I think I wrote you that .
> _

S she was engaged to a Dr, of philosophy whom she met on the steamer,
She did not write home until & month ago and on Saturday she had her ;

=N first letters, one from her father, mother, grandfather and sister,

= She was sitting beside me when she read them and she began to wail

z at the top of her voice. You see the gentleman is a student of

; hypnotism, a specialist, and h‘ in fact making his mark by his work,

e which is of the highest character, Now she had written to the family

ﬁ: that he was working in hypotism, They had no idea of what it was, but

8 took it for granted that it was a vulgar sort of quack business, and

8 such a chorus of tearful remonstrances, The father said he'd seen :
E a man in this town give a show in hypmotism and didn't want a sonein-law

b
N -~

in that business. They all wrote that they thought that he had

\C . used an undue influenge on her, in fact had hypnotised her. Isn't
— that rich? She is an fury when she gets angry and she did wage

R after her first tears, I never laughed so hard in my laugh® Think
Q?:: of it, Hypnotizedi! She goes home the 20th of Mareh,

qc&fzor _ I wrote you that I was going to read a paper to the girls.
:Q:p— at Mrs, Newell's reading rooms soon, I did it last night at their
= s,
i 6 o'clock tea, I think it went off pretty well., At any rate ‘
(@3 everybody was still as a mouse and everybody thanked me -mmm ‘
Q‘(&T I had to hurry away for I was invited to dimmer at Dr, Mhor'i'l -

for 7 o'clock so I didn't have a chance to "gize up" nry well, .,,,
e Hagen, the dearest little fellow in the world, a Johns Hopkins boy

Q' and Mary Henry's particular friend (you see I am careful to .
T thlt he isn't mine. And don't any more misunderstand lM' ,

S e L . I r-n J.m that -uum- up at Intnm m ::3 :
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time over a woman in the congregation and every after mm
his sermons to the man's side of the house), well, Mr, H, came |
to the reading room and took me over to Mrs, f'l in a cab, We
met &he Dr, and Mrs, Loba of the MeAll Mission st dinner and had
a lovely time and such good things to eat,
In the evening there was a little company and Dr. 'nmrb'or read
Browning to us, After that chocolate was served, There was a lady
there who had been at the reading room and heard my paper and she went
about blowing my horm until I was "tired." The result was that m-. T
insists that I come over to some of their literary ovpn!.-np to M
my paper there! I turned it off but I may do it W
I wish I could get some parlor engagements at §25,00 each here in
Paris to read]! Wouldn't I swell when I went back to America,

Americal It breaks my heart to think I can't go home in June with

the girls but I won't, I'm going to give the thing a fair trial,

I haven't done so bad so far, I have made a little more non‘f ‘than

I have lﬁont since I reached FParis which is something, and I have

gotten an entrée at two or three good places. But it is all so unsure,
I had a letter from the Cincinnati Times Star the other day saying

that as they had agreed to take my syndicate for only six months

and that they would now be obliged on account of polities to drop m
matter for a few months. Mary Henry had a letter trol the Post, hu'
one support since she came over saying the same thing, It tnlt G
anything against the letters I believe, but it is the pressure of
business at home, MNary has borrowed some Meney and will lhrh
study until June 1, then go home with the girls, We are in the m
of the cmﬁul today, This is Mardi Gras and I olp'ui we'l

Pans
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QlC: some lively performances tonight, We are going in & t’ﬂlu h

i} street this afternoon and evening, and tonight Iem mum

— mnmunm--tmnu'ununnwutmw .
The girls are gnonuthomnuyl.mutlr. E, m'tmm
= Says they're too young,
do I shall send my syndicate on the Sunday Question in m

i tomorrow, It will come out on the 2lst of Mareh, I rec'd a check

i of 20,00 frod the U,S. this week and am to have an interview with

E—‘ Miss Gibsom, the W,C,.T,U, worker here, on Wednesday,

= . Tell Will I rec'd his letter last week, Will answer soon.
Q—, I have had no letter from Mother for two weeks but look for one W :
‘EL_ sure. I am very snxious to lmow about everything. Will wrote me

E Mother and Ella were going to give a roupuon.‘ I hope it won't be
5 the end of both of them, I thought when I read Ella's lovely h-u

E letter that she'd not have strength enocugh left $0 do her soecial

w% duties for a month at least, I'm going to answer her soon, I M
::i the chndron were here, to see the carnival fun, The youngs ters across
Tw:.- \/tho ntrnt «d i '“\ ’ ,‘.n%;n...(m“ and caps. I wish I could

Q‘Lgna'! meet lnéa friend, It must be very lovely for all of you to hl.n

o her there.

lﬂ

S : Imtolouluro,thoudxl'rnx“irifnnnm.
s _ . :
E‘;_'. extravagance to send so big a plece of paper blank, I'm getting

Q% - dreadfully economically I ‘assure you, and I've got to be more so "'.

Lp

now for our rent is going to cost 10,00 a month nnm-rt'v.lo. :

I forgot to tell you that I met Whitelaw Reid and M
the other nmt at the Newell's Sunday night lmieo. Mrs, l..
me the honor to tell me that she would come to hear me read el

3

Yo. n,)s
‘I.H‘.







