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July 19, 1924

Mr, William Allen White,
Emporia, Kansas

Dear Mr, White:

Replying to your fevor of the J.'Tth, enoloaimg
letter of the 1lst from Miss Tarbell, which I m hmwl&
returning, will say:

As you know, and Miss Tarbell states, tho 2 te
Refinery Bill was declared unconstiintional, and I am in-
clined to think thet wes correct, Judge Benson, whom 70!;;
know very well, and who was in the. logislatun at that .
time, contended that the bill was unconstitutional
be so held, He opposed it very strongly in the legi: sture,
as also did Stubbs, I was for the bill myself, an_dli ‘was
finally passed. g

A bill was also passed, making pipe lines om
carriers, but I do not think that has been of any partimllr
benefit to the oil business as it has not been used by th.
1ndependent so far as I know, :

I do not kmow anything about the- propond pipo
line to the Gulf, nor what beceme of that scheme, if thoro
was one, I remember’West'very well, but do not lmow what
has become of him, I did not know Parker, or if I did, I
have forgotten him,

The only piece of legislation that was ewted_;_;;
by the legislgture that was of any benefit to the 011 men
or the consumers was the meximum freight rate lew on oil,
which esteblished by legislation the rate to be chargad"
all shipments of oil, This rate was unfair in a way;
1s, that it made the freight rate per hundred pounds or
five or ten gallons, or on a barrel of oil the s ‘
did on a cerloed shipment, I was afraid that ‘the
would attack this legislation on the grcund that .H;.-.m
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' fai.r md confiscatory on L, G. I.. nhim\

and Mr, Parker are, 1f I had a 11tt1e time to do so,

was in the legislature I introduced a bill
making & little lower rate on. crude and N
the rate on refined oil as it was on car lo
increasing the rate on 1eu than car. :I.oad sh!

in dereating it in the oomittoa. nomer,
on the stetute books, and was used by the rai.
good many years, The Public Utilities Commission
the Reilroad Commission allowed them to change it |
& minimum cherge of 26¢, that is, no shipment should '
handled for less than 25¢, As it was passed by the 1
lature, in some instances a shipment of five or ten §
of lubricating oil could be shipped for four or five ¢
not enough to cover the expense of making ont the ‘bil_ .
lading. etc,

This rate, however, was set aaide or .
during the war period and very materislly adnneod.“l ”
the rate, under the legislative maximum freight fate
63¢ per hundred on oil from Chanute to Emporias, or $26,60 =
for an 8000 gallon car of gasoline., This rate seemed to .~ -
me reasonable, end it seems so yet, 1naamuch as. 011 ‘people .. .
had to furnish practially all their own tank cars, Howey or,-,f'“—’
the rate now from Chanute to Emporia on a car load of = =
gasoline 1s 15¢ per hundred, or $76,80, I merely mont:lon
Chanute, as being 1llustrative of the advance in the rgt.
which was made, The Reilroad Compenies paid the owner of =
the tank car 13# per mile for the use of the car, ‘brtﬂling s f;'
from loading point to destination and return, . This len'b,--l-' e
however, was not sufficlent to pey the repairs on the cars, -
so it would be very much to the advantage of the refiners orij.ﬁ}:_{,_'__
shippers 1f the railroads would mrniah the cara 1n \vhich S
to move the oil, L

If there is any further 1n.t‘ormation that I oan
give you, 1f you will ‘indicate 1t, I shell be very glad, to
give 1t to you, I could probably find out where Mr, We 6
or
if Mr, Webster were atill l:lving, we could lpcate hj.n'. and
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