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g ,_‘choer from the pooplo and a glinpao of waving handkerohiors and

Lincoln's Departure for Mington-—lnurvin w:ma mm
Ross,0f Springfield,I1l.,who was bmm en.
the Lincoln train,
( Date of interview,August 89,1898 )
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*I was brakeman on the special train whioh oarriod Linooln
 out of Springfield on the morning of February 11, 1861, M tha.t tm’-
passenger coaches were equipped with orly h'znd-brakon,and tho bquman

had t0 attend pretty striotly to businou. I was oountcd ono or ﬂu
best brakemen on the road,although I was then a m baggm,
I was taken fram the baggage—oar by oxder of the stzperintendent ar t.hor_' "'
road, Mr,F.W.Bowen,who said to me: ®Tom,I warit you to do your but i
today®. *You krow I will do that®, said I,and I oertainly tr:.od..
I d.onned ray best suit of clothes,and taking my position on the oar'- o
platform never left it until the train orossed the state lim,vham ;y:.
duties ended, B

"I remember well the soene at the Springfield‘ statd o’a‘.- : -
Thoro was quite a orowd--;juet how many I can't say,but perhaps 800 or ”

Secan -

40 /\' The President made his way through the crowd to the train.and

'when he had ascended the steps turned and made his farewell epe.eeu,
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I was standing right bohind him. I remember he held his tall silk hat

in his hand whanxkEXEXE as he spoke, There was much emotiion in hi_s A

: voioﬁ,and there were many long faces in the assemblage. Lineoln did |

not stand on the rear platform,but on the platform at the front ond of_f_

tho coach. :
"The train was oompoé?d only of a coach and bagger-oar.héﬁlédf

by the locomotive fwylie®, The train sped along at a pretty liv.ly 4 |

rate stopping only at a few »nlaces. The enthusiasm all along tho :

'wan :mtenu. As we whirled through the country villagen,n oMt
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0}2 mivmg on the morning of the 12th only a few seconds before thﬂ
‘;: speoial train left. She remained with Mr. Lineoln on tnc rut‘ﬂ_'nr

,%‘th»g- journey as far as Harrisburg, from whioh point Mr. Ltno:o‘lg.maog.m
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