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O:iieers""’i’”%he army. often(cnmpmm bitterly.that he would .not permit
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an execution of Auntenco of a 9/ourt Hzxsm in a ca.pital case until

&
i

he had examined all the facts with care and read every page o§: the

evidence, and)‘that ,then in a majority of cases, he never fail%d to

ny,

commute the sente/he,e, while othér proofs of his kind and gentle

hear€ were offered almost daily during the warg As the mighty strug-

gle for the preservation of the union advance;{ the demands:{v,pon the
time of Cige members of 'the 1abinet and of other leading government

a
officials became s0 heavy and incessant that certan hours were as-

il

signed on =8 & single day of each week whe‘ersonal applications
could be made to them; but thig rule never applied to Mr,Lincoln,and
no man or woman’if their case or request was one that des;e;g'yved;‘m

attention, ever failed to secure prompt-access.to the Pregi@er;t.
leiorhrs

Stories of h—i-s gentle generous deeds are therefore countless,but the
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pants—thereinQ especially merit preservatioq&)
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‘%ﬁld é; Gone;é} Schuyler Hamilton."z;zD
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It was a blistering day inAhot mid-sumner of 1861, a fortnight

' Jhae,
before the first shock of the armies at Bull-Rune(Washington ftrects

)
ankle-deep in dust, resounded with the tramp of arriving regiments
and batteries hurried forward b§§fby&l ﬁbvernars for the coming con-
fliet, and over all hung a palpablg)otminous forebotding)tili“ no
where more keenly than at the headquarters of the army, where I then

held;position of military secretary to General Scott with the rank of

Lieutenant:¢olonel@ About three o’clock in the afternoon of the day

in question, the door-way was darkened by the shadow of 3% a tall,
ke

gaunt form, and President Lincoln cntered the office of/\y!eneralfin~
chiefg He wore a long lifen duster soiled by dust and stained with
sweat, his vest was unbuttoned, his pantaloons hung limp about his

g g aJt &

y legs, and % thick coating of dyst covered his shoes,
All in all, he looked the very picture of weariness and disgust,
Without waiting for General Scott to rise to welcome him, he sank
wearily into the first chair to whicech he came, and/taking off Gine %12

battered slouch hat which—he—were, began wiping his face with a huge

bandanna haégorchiefc)general Scott, kagk meanwhile had gained his

2 i
feet and bowed courtesly to the ¢hief yégistrate,but his fine old
-
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face showed plainly his surprise if notc dismay at the President’s

unexpected appearanceg

”%Sit down General, sit downﬁ said President Linecold kindly as
he wiped the dust and moisture from his faces %gt is too hot to

stand on ceéﬁony@ I have only dropped in to tell you that I have

learned something new to-dayq"

”%'hnt is that Mr, Presidont?”asked General Scott, his composure
. "ZLLA., L/tpﬁ«h MVM & a/LuGpru, ...l::
gradually returning. — % #imaAAM— LL :
P e

"“That it is a great thing to be an office-holder' President
Lincolf, went ong "Since nine o’cloek this morning, I have been trying
my best to get an audience with some clerk in the pension office,but
without sueccessg I have been up stai;i}downastairs, from the ground

&

floor to the attie halfh§ozen times, and I am completely fagged out.

/P

/'Plrdon me)Mr.President}General Bcott broke in with a ~entle wave
of the hand,"but it is rather an uncommon thing for the President
of the United States to become a solicitor of pensions., When you have
any business of that kind demanding attention send it to me, and Col-
onel Hamilton here will be glad to attend to it without delay,"

» c
"I am sure that,claim is a just one' the President continued

without noticing the General’s interuption,"for I have gone over the

papers in the case with care,! Here he drew a bulky package of

/L(Mgmii
papers from one of his poekets and adjustine his stee§?i$m spectdeles,
5-
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whent over them one by one, “You see)ﬂ%neral, the applicant is the
widow of a forporal of thnIXSfantry who was killed by the Indians

some twenty-five years agog She should have had her money long ago,
but nobody secms to have taken any interest in the case, She has been
haunting the White House almost daily for weeks, until, between you
anddmysl am afaid that Mrs, Lincoln is getting a trifle jealous, I am
resolved to wind the matter up one way or another to-day, and I have
promised the poor woman a%@nswer at 4 o’clocks She is waiting over
at the White House now, Between the two of them, I am afraid to zo
home without having finished the job,” /Kﬁd the President’s eyes

twinkled merrily,

{

%
I had been an interested 1listner to this conversation, and ihen

General Scott called, "Colonel Hamilton' I was instantly at his elbow.
i

Prgion long do you think it would take you folonel? tdbet this

case through the pension office?: asked the President,
/&It should be done in half hour Mr.CM%esident: I replied, as I
glanced over the papers to see if they were in proper form.(égéit
here", I added, and I will return in twenty minutes, or, if yo; wish,

it, I will take the certificate to you at the White House, and save

you that much time,"!

i

'"Noyno my son' Mr, Lineoln broke in, "Bring them bgck here and

I will wait for you,"
IPAt that time the pension office was located in Seventeenth Street

a little way from the war department, and five minutes after leaving
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WHo- ¥
the Fresident Iané; in the office of the commissioner, I had not
arrived a moment too soon, for the officials and clezks were cleahing
their desks and preparing to quit work for the daye The commissioner

poltlys ‘(}

asked what he could do for me,

P'Dtd you see a tall’dark complexioned gentleman here to-dayf”I

answered@°'ho wore & linen duster and slouch hat, and was interested

S
z
5
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in the pension of a woman who lost her husband in the Seminole War,"

= P

| /'Oéﬁos, I remember the mln; the commissioner replied carelessly.
§ "He said he was a lawyer from the West, and has been bothering us all
| " .,

ol day." 'Well, said I dryly, you have zot yourself in a pretty fixg

% :zkat man is President Id.m‘:olnk“/tA have just promised him that I would
ff bring him an answer from you inside of half an houre He is waiting
% for it now in General Scott’s officely

Q .

§ /RThe change worked in the pension office by this brief announce-
= ;

=) T S .

g L.i

@  ment was less than marvelous. Bells were rung, weewoers of Gwe Pivis-

io Ve

n“sent for, and desks hultély<-unlocked, while elerks and messengers
ran here and there at the peril of life and limbe A dozen timegiwhile
. fia
giving orders to his subordinaWsa, the commissioner pamsed to apolo-
gize for the shabby treatment the President h#éd received, and to beg
me to explain to him that it was all a mistake, Within twenty minutes

ﬁ?-statements and affidavits had been verified and the case certified
5.
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for payment, Before the promised half hour had expired, everything
had been properly signed and executed and I had placed the final
papers in the hands of the Presidentcyge looked them over carefully
to make sure that they were right, and then while a quizzical smile

1

/
spread over his face, asked; "Can you tell meICOIOnel Hamilton, how

o

(@)

s

— it is that I was so long and failed, and you was s0 short and suc-
»  ceeded®)

=

= 1P

= "To speak frankly Mr, Presi&onffgsaid;& very promptly informed
-

i

=~ the commissioner of pensions that it was the President who had made
g

; himself the champion of this poor woman’s case. You could not do

o]

y/4
that, of course, and they did not know you there, sir.ﬂghe president

laughed heartilysput the papers in his pocket and,turning to General

Scott said:

unﬂnrstan& ﬁéneral that it 13 one of your standin% rules,

that when &he President or a member of the Cabinet comes to see you
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a member of your staff shall keep him company on his return home, I
should be zlad to have Colonel Hamilton zo back with mépo-day. "
(T . ,
Accordingly I walked with the President to the ﬁmdte#lousc, and ond
(s
the potticGAfound an old Irish woman waiting for Mr, Lincolng He bfmﬂ%”

up to her and handing her tkc papers said:

"Here you are my good womang !our pension is all right, and all

you need do now is to go tomorrow morning at nine o’clock andAgot
6-
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your moneye But from my own experience to-day, I would advise you

not to go before ten o’clockgégf you do you wont find the officers
there,"

”;ho poor creature caught the President’s hand and ooverﬁg% it

a
with kisses, at the same time showerinéﬁthou:and blessings on her

-

© benefactor’s headg Mznon’t thank me! he answered kindly as he gently

' freed himself from her sraspe "This young man here is the one who did

? ihe business for you, and whog deserves all the thanks.”lﬁnd he step-

ped aside and seemed to kecenly enjoy the ferveney with which +¥he old

~ woman poured her Sﬁre of benedictions upon meg Then remarking that

he must go and tell Mrs, Lincoln that it was all right, he bade me

= good day and hurried away,
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