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CONCLUSIONS DRAYN FROM THE LUCY HANKS CERTIFICATE
by Louis A.Varrenm

Swi® I obesrve before the letter "d" three downward strokes
slanted at about the same degree as the downward strokes of the
letters in the Body of the gertifioate and of about the same hngh.
I observe aprroaching the top of the first downward stroke a lighter
line , aleo a l¥ghter line leaving the bottom of the third downwarzd
stroke and joining the letter "d" about midway of the lower part of
the letter, FThere this line joins the letter thage ic a sli t elladed
., Plage whioh shows the jofning of the two lines, Fainter still I see
O upward strokes leaving the hottom of both the first and second

— downward strokes,

%' "  The word"day" is written in two different places in the

— certifioate hni in éach instance there is a natural downward etroke
S after the completion of the englosed portionm ae there is in all the
Z other "a's?! That the =econd letter in the word is "o" cannot be
_,disputed if 1t is compared with the other letters "ol It does not
appear to meé that the word ir "day” but “doy."

day - useage® T have looked through hundreds of old papers dated
n various ways bhut T have yet to find one using the form "April
8th day 1720," The most sommon form at that early date was;"This
8th day of April,1790," or "83th April,1790," or April 36,1780,
gannot think Luogy intended to write "Civen under my hand this

. day April 26th day 1780,* '

. - DPOS " The most convinoing evidenoe against the word “day"
it 31; we re géay' would he ite unnatural position, If it were an after-
thought it would have been placed either following "th" or between
"38% and "1790" at a point on the line below, There is no occasion
Z for plaoing it between "April" and®za%,
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'w;ggf If the word is noy "day" but "doy" it ogn mean uothixt‘g by
iteelf,but 1t 1e souothin%oand 1% 1+ written to represent something.
It cannot be related to "Robert," beoruse of a higher positien !"

the sequence would be ocorreot with the following and lower w.ﬁ Luoy."
In the wward flousis® in oloeing the "y" in "doy" there ie a
general direction whioh would allew the writer to begin the 0.
in"Luoy” with the same flourish of the hands Admitting the prefix
"wi® the word "widoy" ie easily oconnegted with the signature,

2" (1) The "y" is no®™ "w" but 1t is not a serdous violation
of euphony, as assosciated with the word widow ae pronouneed in pionéer
days. (ST'Dinneee of letters'wi®' * « Ldoy had finished
writing the ocertifioate and date, she then hesitated to make some
inquiry sbout the eignature, She was using a goou quill pen, She
wrote the first two lettgrs of her signature "wi' peginnin idoy"
and found the ink about gone so dipped her pen and started with the
letter "d" which agsownts for the heavy lines,

"Lugy Hanks" There is no dooumentary proof that she was not a widow

~—Hut many well established traditions that she was,
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