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December 21, 1936

Dear Mr. Ranking

Woat a neglestful person you giast think
me, but it has not bdeen becauss I have forgotSen your
g00d letter and your kindness in sending me $he oo
of xr, Fitts®' "Life of Needy” that I have been so slo¥w
in writing you. -The truth 1% have not heen in my

working condition for the last two or three
months and I have put off many things I wanted to da.

However, I have read the boock you sent
me and found it a fine thing. It gave me more of
»o0dy’s activities than I have ever had before. Of
course the mors you kmnow of those astivities and the
period in which he laid them out the more you reverence
the man, Fitts writes with the sincerity and the
sympathy his associations gave him and carries over to
the reader something of his own feeling. Thank ycu
again for sending me the boek.

1 wrote you some time ago that I had a
1ittle book called *In Lincodn's Chair® in which I
had gathered in fictional form what I had learned of
Lincoln®*s religious 1ife. There is nothing in the
1ittle story which has not respectable documents behind
it. I have always believed th:t Lincoln had an
unusual strong religious feeling. His whole life seens
to me to be shot through with this effort to understand
God, keep near him. I have not put into the little
story all that it might have had but it was all I could
do at the time. I hope you will find it not unworxthy,
dear? ur. Rankin,

I have been atteumpting to get together
the Lincoln clippings which you have been sending ue
for the last year. I have a great bunch of them whiach
I treasure and which I am going to put into some kind
of a form where they will be useful to students with
a little account of how they came to me.

I hope you are well, dear Mr. Rankin,
and that you are going to have a Merry Christmas andas
Happy New Year. .

Very sincerely yours

Mr, Henry ¥. Rankin
NWorthfield, Mass.



