








IN THE FOOTSTAPS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

CHAPTER XXXIX

The widespread notien that um&mmmmm |
Civil Var in order to emancipate the slaves is one of many lence!
that this generation as well as the preceding one has had unsatise

factory instrustion in United States history. Not long lﬂ t

heard an intelligent lawyer of fortyefive or fifty years “»'

carried from oouon this mistaken notion of Linceln's rinary obe
Jeot in going to war. It had lowered Lincodn, W ‘ .,
for him « he was not the Emancipator first} nmmm,m
confessed, to understand and to sympatiise with Linceln's cons
viction that before Emancipation came Unionism.
We belong to.tmvhuhmuounu-nrmtn

1861, both here and abroad, the rightuess of attempting te
s dissatisfied part of .muum-. That h,n“lﬁ
mu-«mmuummummomwmb
whieh man's wltimate freedom of thought and actien can be aehie

1% te msmummwm'
to slavery if the optimism of the North in the fow w




mwuum-wummmumumm |
affirmed. There would have been no » m
undoubtedly weuld have succesded, for the time, in mm an
extension of slavery; dut failure W of vietory put m
fnoo on things.

, The fall of 1861 brought a streng revival of abelitder
sentiment. It had been fanned to a flame by the emanci "
proclamation that Frémont had issued in his department u m.
and which Lincoln had promptly ordered revised. The mm-
sentiment of the North backed Prémont as a bw. The m

spread. "Emancipation our best weapon” became its m N’
the time Congress gathered in Decmubep it 't." clear m}mt g
would be a strong rfight made £ : stton.

Nobedy watched the rising of this -QM m M
than Lincoln, dut he saw nng).u to the muuﬂﬁhmﬂll“
out Abolitionists either did not see, or, seeing, I‘M i&

consider. Their passion for emancipation had become Agle, pe
sonal, violent. It was a complete solution. m*

the rebellien would ::'O:W the ll“ and m
passion of righteous indignation at the evil institu
cooled, their minds would be free. Mwm
the matter « fres the slaves in the vay tha w ’




acquired or foundj and Congress agreed.

desire as the emamcipators had to punish slavehelders, $o make
them suffer. Nor could he find peace of mind in a .mm
he could mot Justify by law.or by military necessity; a Om
which werked injustice to many, the slaves themselves m
since it set them free without provisions feor them. '

What are they geing to do with the freedmen? Muu ,
-mwfo;mm upen the Gevernment| s large body of tham} iibe

b

ated by an act of Congress confiscating property used t’lﬂ M

rectionary purposes. How support them? Already Nethern lebes

had begun to berestive under the prospect of an influx of colered

free labor. There were more sides to this problem than el

Garrison, Swumner and Wade were willing to consider.
Iincoln always took his bridges as he nm M |

thouh he was pretty sure to be ready for them « knew ﬁ

they would carry « their width and lengthl llM““

Congress met, rampant, bitter, insistent, he at once m m -

practical problem. How get over this first bridge « that i, m |

for the freed negrees and these they were about to m * Wm o

in the Distrist of Colwmbia? He prepesed a measwrs in whie

we saw earlier he had long been interested « lm 7

argued well for it, proposed that money should be veted,

Where a Government fund is -nr aside for a
pose, thare are alvays peopls willing to spend it.
to handle the colonisstion scheme « and funds « ¢



one of them he agreed, signing a omrut with a m W m
eredentials he had not sufficientdy xm. agreeing M m m
ment should give $50 per head to colonize 5000 negroes on the

uo A'Vache, one of the Haytian group.
ll' Lincoln's secretaries wereon hand when M m

was making. !hq tell the story frem decuments, and .
and pitiful story it is. The contracter enlisted capitald e

and men, women and children were transperted to the Ile .
Smallpox broke out among them. m were all sorts of M;
t&uoﬁw and provide for the colonists. “The
original contractor turned out a rascal, the .mmuni m. in
the hope of big returns, had put up money, stopped the m, :

Finally - in 1864 - Lincoln sent an agent %o mtlma The ,
was 80 distressing that his next move was to send & ermmen
sel tq bring back the colonists. It was a miserable outceme
W generous hopes « a fine ideaX, no doubt, B ® only
to be realised from years of careful direstion, not a thi
prought about merely by passing laws, apprepriating
orders and shipping victime, Al lead ,_.,‘
But the mn-tttn/\tu December uu/
President was trying to find practical means of m;
tion urmum-xam-n it came up, At the
was clear to these who were closest %o him, M h
most freely, that he was tyying %o .mm the oo
mnmmﬁumuumm,



necessity of larger, freeer mmtm than that he as m had
been permitted. 4

He had long had an idea that mtmtnluhllw :
about gradually by Government mud%wm l&l hope
now was that people in the Border States, as they found Mm ;
lesing more and more of their slaves through mm«m&n |
would sell them ummmtnn4wwmuw. lo
talked this plan over with Charles Swumner, who, ardent mums
that he was, had such confidence in Linceln's integrity MM '
respect for his wisdom that he could discuss with him um m
tion of_anger » something that many Abolitionists m. tt m
Linceln had talked with him e¢ften abeout htn plan and W m
him at the end of 1861 to make a country a "New Year's M’
of 4t.

But he held back. The Border States would net w it
yet. He knew how they felt in Kentucky. "Theenly Ferenae 1
you and me, Mr, Sumner,” he told the Senater, "is the m of |
a month or six weeks in time." , | *

A little later Carl Schurs, another mtoa. with du- ln
could talk, came back from Spain mnmm--tum
at the beginning of the administration. Sehurs had been restd
at his pest, he could net endure the idea of being in &
while these with whom he had fought the battles of the Bepub
party for so many years were in battle line. He was '  :




the lack of Hurepean sympathy for the North, and believed that if
it could be shown to Burope that slavery was the issus instead of
thu mystical Unieon of which My, Iinceln talked so much « & m
orthtohtwmnomduotwuonndm“m“-
the Confederacy, by England particularly, would be done M ﬁiho
He elaberated his point of view with pains and sent i% to W. :
asking that 1t be put before Mre Iinceln < whieh,
enough, Seward seems never to have done.
ummmmﬂutounﬂom.mmmm
iy %o hh ideas. "You may be right," he said, mm mo b 4
have been thinking so myselfs I cannot imagine that any Burepe
power would dare to recognise the Southern Confederacy u um
clear that the Confederacy stands for slavery and the m M
freedem."

But, while direct action against slavery, might, iﬁ i.b
lieved, prevent foreign interference, he was sure it vuu m
alienate friends of the Unien that the Union could net -ma to
loses Public opinion was not ready, he argued. Get tho mu
ready, he urged Schurs and other sonfidants. ’ |

In March he seems to have thought it sufficiently #
%o take a dose of ...,......‘. emancipation, fer, in a spee:
message to Oomu-. he recommended -ummnu
bility to my God and to my country", a resolutien 2 '
United States to géwe aid vith money amy state wideh
abelish slavery. Xe made a mest earmest plea for the




it promised the sure end of siavery."

suggestion fell flat. Congress was not leath to give the sum, but

the radical element by this time had so set Ats mind on m

more dvastic, had become so fierce in its anger at the South, its
determination to punish, that it had little heart for any m

or compensated scheme. Moreover, the Bepresentatives of m m
States, to whom of course the suggestion was directed, wers m
ed. They came to the WVhite House on business, dut said mu '
Vhat more damning than such a silence? lincoln ceuld met stand i%, -
and finally invited them to the White House Wthmm

his message. He argued long and earnestly, but mmlﬁu
nmucnuuvu were lukewarm, cautious. Ner did he ever m
respense from them, though again and again he pushed w' :' ,”[ Atien.

It 1s dowbtful if Linceln ever had any scheme threughout:
his administration more deeply at heart. "His whole u‘l‘% ez
said, "was ocoupied with this m-uta. 1 rm nethtn
more touching than the earnestness and W wh o
enbraced the ides. To his mind it was just and Wenefis:

One reason, no doubt, for his muuﬂti
was that he saw what was coming, thntumuhurm
would be obliged to use emancipation as QMN‘K
mpm-umnmammm-Mhym
mulmwah-molmMMhmi_
,..,u.rmmummmamw.
| m.ummamu



= |
Q{‘é Confederacy by their faith that sooner ¢r later the mm
5 -maxmmunmmuum-.,\vmmwm

i oepted this forn of emaneipatien;—tiat—is( seld thetr sl res to

n the United States, this hepe would bedestrayed and “more -m v
d acosmplished,” he argued, "tevards -um-m the var, than ceuld
l(f: be hoped from the greatest victery achieved by Unien m* 8‘
g is doudbtful if he was right. It would have Been & blow undoubtedly
:Eé_ %o the South, but the Soush like the North was set on & ﬂ “ﬁl |
= finten,

g, : : lvmuhtouhlyu.mnbmmmtnull‘ﬂg
z Af not in his desk, the outlines of the Emancipation Preclamstien

g finally issued, he called these men together teo urge them w

\'Q—O to mcoept his plan. But this washis last plea. He gt

& vith inexpressible regret and dissppointment that he was defeate

o nutuhommm«mtmaurwuxnun,nm
= not without a resource. In fact, Lineoln never allowed himself $o

be without an alternative. It was mest characteristic umm
handling of the war that however defeated and n.q,.m he m‘
he was always able, if he must, to take another tack.

The wery next day after his last talk with the
Btate rmucnhuvn. he let certain members of his -t |

driving with Secretaries Welles and Seward to m
infant onild of n. Stanton's. He had come %o the ¢
told his Secretaries, that it was an absolute milit




free the slaves,--hey must either do that or be overvhelmed.
m-mmrmtsmmtum.mmmumn
the subject, wm-ummnmwmmmm
proposition struck them. . 1,
Bvidently both Velles and Seward were amased mth i
proposition. It was a new departure, for up te WM”M :
been "prompt and emphatic”, m. umtnw
interference with slavery by the general Oovernment. m;
that was the untmnt of every member of the NM. all *
them mcucnd it a local, domestiec mtlon for the m "
decide: The suggestion was treated as sonfidential in the m
The time had not come, mnm onlyto those tu'h-hlm |
‘absolute confidence that he even hinted of what was in m m-
One of these was his friend Leonard Swett uw.%.
whom he telegraphed to come to Wﬂh
When Swett arrived, Linceln teok him iato $he M
ro-mmtoroumhﬂmmwmmd*
country « one from Garrisen, an eloquent and passionate
\ maomt’uuudmm-mmmM‘
Kentucky, nrmuc that emancipation would be m upen m u
a stab at prosperity, & departure from the original Unisn purpeses
of the var, He begged Mr’ Lincoln net te bemoved by ™
abolition sentiment to any such irretrievable blunder. One
s prominent Swiss stetesman, arguing that in the eyes |
Mufmt ku an nw- slaves was ws‘;n ;i-




& oquivalent to inciting slave insurrestien and wewld foree mm
& Having finfshed Teading the letter, Ldnsoln egan ¥o debste
E them, first one side and then the other, He did net ask m*. &
l_; epinion, ner did he seem to be tm“ to impress his vm ” “I. .
E&‘j butntmnmtumm:‘::.h: Wm‘l!loom
= weigh and examine thg/ for his own enlightenment, He mam
:i to see for himself how his various uumu“*u” ﬂ'
'; the-reglon—of—refleetion—=rd/put into words. That is, he .*
{%1:_ to clear up his own mind+ When he had Tinished his v "*‘5-'""

2 letters, he rose, told Mr® Swett that he hoped he mu mw

&L_ and to please n«n his best wishes to Soeani eS¢ and 8

:g was alll

% for on July 22, he .ﬂo@:‘}n tegether—RITtold that
'% | ‘lum:oulud upon a certain step, tmummmm

Ei there to ask their advice but to lay m subject matter Wﬂ M
ié - After he had read what he had written they ocould make their suge

QL% gestions. And he then read them the firet drafy of mwm n
& the Emancipation Proolamatien, The gist of 1% was that on the fired
8 of January, 1863, all persons held as siaves within any

& wherein the constitutional sutherity of the United State

% then be reseguised, "sheuld henseferward and forever be fr

& ‘that this d1d not touch the slaves of the Bovder Sta

o mamu“mmm»m;”

Lg_ , It s aifriens for ue teday to.

mm«m




LE contradiotion of all their thinking on the war, all their W
i prefessions. It seams upm-mmmunum ‘
E ..ummmwmmumu.nmwumm
. funeral, had first spoken of it to them:. The amm
9 mtm«mmnuuumucwmmuthr
E_ 'umuuucadtoumntulmmmu.“!ﬁﬂl
Sk these menths they had been talking and arguing that the ebjest was
= Untontem, that thers vas no itentien of interfering vith slay o
e in the States where the Constitution had left it. It wpaet -
8 their ideas.

g But all of them realized, to a «am at zm,m

c Mr* Lincoln realized, that semstuing must be done.

lﬂfﬂh‘ at that moment the humiliation that came m m
fallure of MoClellan's Peninsular Campaign. The North was 4n
rmit. Congress was bitter beyend expressien, it had Just
v passed a severe nnﬂusuoa ut « one which lr Lincoln M m'
tng vith relustance, snd wnteh ‘Sudeed Wi refused to M
vithout certain modifications, se theroughly did he distrust.
srovisions. There was 1ittle hope in sight in July efiSes
something must be done. , e
They talked it over « agreed prastically M —
- far 4% went beyond what MNMWQ :
their only resource. Seward made s practical and wi




it would be considered their"last shrdek on the retreat." "It

was an aspect of the case,” he went on, -shstu-n-cww
upon the subject I had entirely overlooked. mmusmvux :
put the draft of the Proclamation aside as you might do youwr sketeh
for a ploture, waiting for n;utm. From $ime to time I ﬂt or

change a line, toush it up here and there, anxi
progress of events."

He had a bitter time waiting for the vistery, for day
and night he was besieged to do exactly the thing that he had des

 termined to do. The "Greeley fastion” as he called the m

and its friends, wers particularly harsh with him, I$ was lt this
time that Greeley issued his famous "Prayer of Twenty Milliens®
though why he should have entitled so bitter and unjust a ac '
lection of mcousations and complaints a REAYSX one does l!t dloo
He oharged Lincoln with being "strangely and mum Mu
in the discharge of his duties”  unduly influenced by 'tum
of certain fossil politicians hailing from the Border
He declared the Unien cause Was suffering fumensely m- nis nts- ,
taken desires about rebsl sievery and his begradging Smsewtis
of the laws of the land, more especially of the Cenfiscatioen
Greeley's prayer gave Mr* Linceln the best d’ shances
to show the country his whole mind on the slavery j
M m.. as nothing that he had yet sent i!‘l.




i3

thinking, the resolution of his purpese, as well as his determinae.
tion to be his own executive. Nobody who read it could have theres
after any doubt that he had a definite policy frem which he could
not be swayed by Greeley and his "twenty millionse®

It is always worth reading, however familiar one may be
with it. BEven today it has a strangely clarifying effect on one whe

ts trying to follow what he was thinking and feeling in the Bedlam

in which he lived:

"Executive Mansion, Mm
Aungust 22, 1862

"Hon. Horace Oreeley.

"Dear Sir: « I have just read yours of the 19%h, addressed
to myself through the New York ¢+ If there be in it any
statements of assumptions of fact which I may know to be ere
roneous, I do not, now and here, controvert them. If thare
be in it any inferences which I may believe to be falsely drawn,
I do not, now and here, argue against them. If there be pare
ceptible in it an mstzut and dictatorial tone, I waive it
in deference to an old friend whose heart I have always supe
posed to be right. R

"As to the policy I 'sesm to be pursuing', as you uy. 1
have not meant to leave any one in doubt. g

"1 would save the Union. I would save it the -mm way
under the Constitution. The seoner the national authority can
be restored, the nearer the Union will be 'the Union as it m.
If there be those who would not save the Union unless :
could at the same time save slavery, I do not agres with them.
If there be those who would not save the Unien unless they ¢
at the same time destroy slavery, I do net agree with thems My
paramount object in this struggle is to save the Unien, m*‘ﬁ not
either to save or to destroy slavery. uxmu-mjua nior
without freeing any slave, I would do it} and Af I could save %%
by freeing all the slaves, I would do it; and 4f I could save
by freeing some and leaving others alone, I would Mﬁ '
What I do about slavery and the celored race, I do because I
believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, :
because I do not believe it would help to save the
do less whenever I shall believe what I am doing hurt
m:mumomx-uumm;fﬂ ‘




o
e ‘?..,r..... m...;‘:‘m thet a1l men everywhere cousd be fres.

= Tours, |

lgi "A Idncedn."”

= ,

= Lincoln was waiting fer a victery, but befers the

:S victory came another defeat « the Second Battle .f Dlu lil;'

lg— with all its dreadful features « 1“ long train of di o8 and
(f hatreds. Never had he lived through darker and mers mm

Ij: days. And then on the 17th of Geptember, his victory « m‘
é ‘ nvomutc.mtmmmumw.tm

F Department messenger visited the heads of the various Depart

lo(_;’ ments with a notice asking them to meet at twelve Q'M “

. the Wnite House. .

::g Bverybody lwurod.gu sat or stood around the leng

}; table in Ir: Iincoln's office. We can see the growp in ih

a reproduction here printed of Carpenter's pioture « Linceln

@ st the head of the table, Chase and Stanten st his mu. |

the others seated or standing %o his left: Just suchan

informal grouping as generally happened at the Lincoln o t

moetings. They were rare, those meetings, much to the irrit

of My, Velles and others, who attributed the mm o onl

gother the cabinet regularly, to Mr* Seward's meddles

hh mmmumuaammmm’
u( »m. m them frem as much tatimate )




he could. But they were all here on September u.ﬁﬁ.

President, to Stanton's and Chase's poorly concealed disgust,
began the session by picking up a new skit of mm 'n@'t -
"The HigheHanded Outrage at Utica® - and reading it. Iy wrought
no laughs frem the two gentlemen %0 his ruht. 8tanton aontw
to look severs, Chase solemn and disgusted; everybody else
laughed « partly at Stanton and Chase, no doubty relishing, teo,
a certain mischievous satisfaction that Linecoln took in lhﬁklﬂl
hies stern Seeretaries. This was what usually happened when the
President read Artemus VWard to the eabdbinet. ‘

He 1aid down the book and his face toqk on its usual
serious and thoughtful expression. My, Chase recorded that
night in his diary what he remembered of the President's words:

PRAPLI. . 1 g Jots the relatten o ANE . Ae
slaveryj and you all remember that,several weeks ago, I
read $0 you an order I had prepared on this subjeet, which,
on account of objections made by some of you, was not

issued. Bver since then my mind has been much ovoupied
with this subject, and I have thought, all along, that the

time for acting on it might probably ceme. I think the time
has come now. I wish it was a better time. I wish that we
were in a better condition. The action of the against

the rebels has not been quite what I should have best liked.
But they have been driven out of Maryland, and Pennsylvania
is no longer in danger of invasion. When the rebel army

was at Frederiek, I determined, as soon as it should be
driven out of Maryland, to issue a proclamation of emancie
pation, such as I thought most likely to be useful. I said
nothing to any one, but I made the promise to myself and ‘
(nesitating a iittle) to my Maker. The rebel army is

driven out, and I am going to fulfil that premise. 1
got you together to hear what I have written n. I do ,
not wish your advice about the main matter, for that I have
determined for myself. This, I say without intending a '
but respect for any one of you. But '

of each on this question. They have been




and I have considered them as ther mmnx _
can. What I have written is that fons have
determined me to say. umuwum"

I use, or in any minor matters, which any of you

be changed, !-wuﬂ.ﬂumﬂnm”
observation I will make. I know very well tha :
in this matter as in others, do better than I
satisfied that the publie uum more fully
any one of them than by me, and knew of any consti
in which he could be put in my place, he should
gladly yield it to him. But, theugh I beld

so much of the confidence of the peeple as some
1 do not know that, all things considered, any other pe
more; and, however this may bc, there is no way in which 1 os
have any other man put where I am. I am herej
I can, and bear the rumzbutv of taking the course which I
feel I ought to take." v

He re-read the Proclamation, in essence what he M read
to them on the 22nd of July, and the paper was handed to the
Secretary of State to publish m next day.

There was but one member who objected, that was the
Postmaster General, Biu&r. I$ was not the rmm.; m m
belief that it would put ‘the Union sentiment in the Bom
States in jeopardy, and it would also be putting a qm M
the hands of & not to be neglssted class of m
thizers in the Norths But Lincoln himself for W |
these objections and had held back largely because d* e
Whatever harm it might do the Government, and he m _.
to underestimate that, the time had come when he was will

to venture.
: But, as a matter .!‘f' faot, whatever fear “ ;
the cabinet may have had, on the whole they :



evening they all gathered at Secretary Chase's where John Hay
found them in almost high spirits. “They all seemed to feed
a sort of ne and exhilerated 1ife,” he recerded in his diary, q
"they breathed freeer; the President's M‘H m freed
them as well as the slaves. They gleefully and merrily called
each other Abolitionists - seemed %o enjoy the m aon
of appropriating that horrible name." "

They certainly needed all the freeing of '
the Proclamation was able to give them teo m Iﬂ “
them. All the evils that Lincoln had foressen began to pour
upen the administration while few of the benefits M wm :

No State took advantage of the m‘tu; and as “
a great body of powerful epinien had nething but -am
Repeful feature in Bagland, Newsvey, wab thet whids The &
and the orators held wup thj misery that the var was .
the cotton eperatives, the om-mn Molm
issuance of the Proclamation ‘
North. | _ |
If there had been a hopeful -mm
to strengthen the situation through the I
been less conspicuous, m Wiy v none.
mm up hts viotery at j ntie



mmuwu&wtuﬁx&m&ntm
him, putting Burnside in his place.

and certainly they were. Ohio, nmu.

.

and, most disheartening of all to the mm;m.
MAMMM
tuatﬂuummmoum
iy have been oversstimated. But New England, the
encouraging of all, the Border States, .mx

undergo such an attack. It is-some phases of
we shall take up in the next chapter.
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