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! % What this sorrow did-for hiim unquegtiongbly was _t %\ﬂ

' N 5

f\the vein of melancholy at~Was in his na rer

The epidemic that

swept over the Sangemon valley in 1835 and Ann Rutledge's death

must have brought back to hin many a time gﬁQQbsummer sevgnteén
/

years before when the valley of little Pigeon Cr

the year
stricekn in a like way, and/his mother

, Ind., was

am inclined to think

that never again was he so light of heart as he had been in thege

Yew Palem year and that now as certainly never before he questioned
the ordering of the universe, the theories of\religion as they had
been taught, the really hard things of human life as it was coming

to him. TI think it is not unlikely that it was after this ex-
perience that Lincoln went through a period of doubt and possibly
complete rejection of the Christian system which has been so long

a bone of controversy among students of his life. One thing we do

know that 1t was in this period that he read Veimeyls-LRuinsqd

one book that we know had not been in his hands in New “alem, and
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‘iitovor may hnwo been the fnctl ahout Hll p-r&aé‘p#
*atrugglc, thin thing is cortain; it novor had nny ot
itrcvoronoc the cheap vanity in disoovoring hn!
-and unsoundnosa thoro was in much of thn prqauh&nt_nn
Kté whieh.hs.had listened up to this timt. !o hﬂlb"
'Sstruggla to find the truth, te aou hiv way in a uur;ﬂﬂ
dlrkaw, more puzzling, more bewildering than 1t hlﬁ
.I:; Lincoln's spiritual exporiono,s 1n,this_rar#9f~hlth
ploited most by men who took pride in callingfh@ﬁii
IOf one thing we can be certain that thgro,iaqnb-fghiix
in intellectual superiority 1n.any“of hiarﬁlougﬁiﬁiigﬂf
ccpted croeds, in any new and personal intorprltaxiqﬁ'
htve mado of the Christian system. ¥
Ee pulled hinmself together in the fall of 18

: with his aurvcying, his 1aMbroading- The njxt tibliini




with his surveying, his law-reading. The next two w;#ﬁﬁ#iFﬂ”

1835-36 and 1836-37, were spent in Vandalia, harder at w

ever, a stronger grip on realities perhaps than ever, but

man at the same time. There are some touching romini!&ﬂw“

show it. Among the assemblymen at that time was

who played the violin, and he tells how, night after nigh

Lincoln used to slip into his room and'sit with bowed h

he Played for him. Another man ‘with whom 'hﬂo bocmtx

winter - and remained friends throughout th. rnt of h.’w L b

Illinois - was Tames Leman. Mr® Leman thon a young m,

of that valiant anti-slawery Baptist Whas Thomas cff'fd

to go into Illinoia when 1t was still a torrite:y,to yz”

a.nt:l-alavary back firo, and who in 1816(?) Qt Je:

Mr* Lcmun livnd to'

,cmroh 1:1 th¢ nﬂr tcrritory-





