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MFMO, OF JOHN BUNN'S RECOLLEOTIONS OF LINCOLNe

April 6th, 1909

Dr. Pritolett tells of the umisual recolleetions of John

Bunnj a benker of Springfield, ebout !.lno(om. He was a young man in business
in Springfield at the time that Linooln bggen o be interested l:,:lmry
questions He says that Lincoln took great intevest in young men end liked

to talk over with them their plans, and to advise them and to help them when-
ever he ooulds He says that almost every yesr Douglas used to speak in
Gpringfield, and it ocame to be a custom to amounce at every lecture that

ane week from that night, Mr. Lincoln would replyes Bunn eaid that he went
one night to hear Douglas, who @t that time vas the great man of tho oountrys
He wes much carrfed ebout by his arguments and his eloquange, and when it was
axnouncsd that Abraham Lincoin would reply next week, he felt that it would

be quite uselesse The next morning iire Linooln stopped at the store, as ks Bumn
was oweeping it out, to ohat, as he often dids Bunn said to hinm, My, Lincoln
did you hear the leoture last night?¥ and he said,"Yes." %Are you going to
attegpt to reply to that lecture?® and Mre Lincoln said #Yege" Bunn said,
oYou camot do it, lre Lingoln, that was &he greatest leoture I ever

heard and Mr. Dougles is a great mans® lMre Lincoln said,®You aré wrong, young
uen, that vas not a great lecture, and Mre Douglas is not a great man) three
times in that leoture he lisd, and each time he knev he lieds No man who
knowingly tells lies is great.?

. Pritohett s@id inoidently, that Mr. Bunn said that Mre Lincoln
often loft home without his breakfast. This probably is a reforence to the
sk well known Springfield notu;n that Mrse. Linocoln drove him out of the
house without breakfeste



