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June 3, 1924

¥r® George F. Lawrence,
. lManchester, Vt.

¥y dear I'r" Lawrence:

Thank you for your letter of Iay 12.
It was gratifying to know that my book "In the Footsteps of the
Lincolns"™ pleased you.

Yes, I have read Kelley's "Lincoln and Stanton" « have it
in my little collection.

You suggest that I make a comparison of Lincoln and Wilson.
I am afraid that the study that I should make would not satisfy ‘you.
I consider Iy Wilson, as I do lr, Lincoln, a patriot and a lover of
mankind - actlally and not academically = and I see you do not. Ilir.
Vilson was utteriy different in temperament, in training, in intel-
lectual habit from Lincoln. lie never went so far in spirit or mind
as Linecoln, in my judgrment, but he went very far, dear !r Lawrence-

Tueh that would offend you, and offend many people in Ire
dlson ecame from the need of protecting himself in some way from the
awful pressure brought upon him. Lincoln offended thousands, you
know, by his attempt to proteect himself by storles. You must remem=-
ber that i%* seemed to me like Stanton, Adams, Chase and many, many
others, little better than a crime that in the awful situation in
which Lincoln found himself he should tell them stories which no
doubt frequently verged on what we would call vulgar. I certainly
believe that this habit, when the stories were not for the explana-
tion of a point of view, was purely slef-protective. Ille had to push
people away, and he often offended deeply by the habit.

Wilson did the same in another way, with the same result.

- He was of course, as you say, less of a coalitionist than Lincoln,

but there again it was the way he worked with men. Lincoln, you know,
was accused, and with some show of reason, though my sympathies are
with him on this point, of being too much of a coalitionist. Read
Carl Schurz' letters to hin during the war. Read the ..ew York Tribune.
Read the Congressional Record. Ah, my dear !r, Lawrence, a man who
tries to carry this country through a great war has a task before him

which no man can discharge without embittering many, many thousands'
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who would do it some other way - possibly a better way - but, remem=
ber, he must do it in his way-

: One of the greatest things about lincoln was that he always
remenmbered this in regard to me. Ile asked less how they did it than
what they were trying to do. I believe myself that Voodrow VWilson
was trying to carry on the work of George Yashington and of Abrahanm
Lincoln, and that no only this country but the world will come to
admit that he pushed tiheir work ahead tremendously.

All of this, my dear B5ir, to show you that I see no
blasphemy in speaking of Lincoln and %ilson in the same Lreath-

Sincerely yours,
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