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Columbia University
April 29, 1921,

Miss Ida M. Tarbell,
New York City.

Daar NMiss Tarbell;

I aa attempting a study of the influences affesting the pelieies
of newspapers sad DHr ene phase of the study 1 am endeavering, by meams of
the emslesed questieomnaire, te gather together for tabmulatem sad discussion
mthentic epiniens on the suhject frem persons whe have hed astual experience
in the newspaper field amd whe are representative men of the press.

1 == counting oa your ce-operation and that your vital interest
in the mbject will prompt you te fill eut and return this questiemmaire.
The use of the infermation will be whelly impersenal, mevertheless you may
use your ewm pleasure about signing your name to the emeclosed schedule. At
th.n-otinx-.hcto ask that you do me the faver to sum up on the
bask of the schedule your total experiemce in newspaper wrk, as it will
ve added weoight and importance to the infermatien in its fimal eempiled
™™ to bs able o make a definite statement as to the varied aad extemsive
newspaper experience of those whose opinions I em setting ferth,

The enclosed list ef influencing factors was compiled frem sug- -
eostions resulting from interviews with about twenty prominemt newspaper men
of New York City. That our results may be uniform will you kindly ebserve
the f»llewing plan in making a study of this list;

First:- Go ever tho/ht carefully with the idea of leeking for
omissions and if there ecour to you other influemees which in
your opinion eperate as ferces shaping the policies of our mews-
papers, please add them to the list,

Seocond:- Taking the list as a whole, grade the items in the erder
of their importance, as you see it, by giving them serial mambers,
1, 2, 3, eto., letting 1 stand for the faster of most impertance,
2 hrthouxt end s on down the descending scale of their valwes.
I1f there are two forces which you weuld rank as of equal value, ®
indicate ly giving both items the same serial mumber., All items
which you ocensider as negligible im importance msy be sheowm ly
marking with a eipher (0).

Third;- It will be most desiradble and greatly appresiated if you
will eite examples talsn frem your ewn experiemce ¢r observation
which show concretely the actual working, either pesitive or up—
tive, of these ferces in shaping the policies of eur

The second sheet headed "Specific Examples”™ has been supplied br
this use.

Remarks and amy additiemal opiniens or suggestive oriticisms will
be mest heartily wloomed. Bslieving you will see the value of suck a study
as planned 1 hope to have s immsdiate reply and thank you for smy oeurtesy

you may extend to me in this matter, ;
Vertrnlymr./

Department of Sec aoimo.
Celumbia Univer
New York City.
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influences affecting public opinion is the p

The purpose of this study is to m as far as pssibhle the hroes
that oomtrol the policies of the press.

Gremt ing that newspeper men, like other high mimied Dusiness mea, are
desirous ¢f wiking for the best int erests of the country and amanity, with a -
real desire to improve life oconditions, which of the following do yom ocensider
te do the dominent influemces which mtnl their efforts in determining the
policies o £ newspepere?

SERIAL
FUMBE B3 JINEL NGRS »
(Raznk as to
importance)
Cironlation
Competitive newspapers (Does the pace set by others force ocertain policies)
Treamdous cost 0f news paper making.
The psper's creditors amd financial htors
Crises
What the public wmnts
Owners
Self aggrandisemant
The intell ectwals
Commercial gain (Purely a business proyosition—mst meke it pay)
Life philossphies and bal iefs of the Editor-in-Chief
Life philosophies and bel iefs of the Managing Editer
Subscribers (Are their suggestions mmd oqhhn redkoned a3 & serious HIroe)
Propsgmdists
Advertising pat ronsge
Reporter's point of view (Both his ideas md pereomlity reflected in his news
HolWbies of editors reports)
Leaders of the Americsn Press (Both past smd present)
Promotion of private dwsiness of publishers or owners
Potential subscribers (Are their interests studied S r incerperation)
Corporetion - Big Interests '
Concerted action of reporters (Team-wik to put over soyme commen conviction)
Signs of the times - opportunisa
Politics
Dynsmic persomslities (Forceful characters in the oo-nity)
Press Agents
Press Associations and News Service Agemcies
Rapid evolut ion of newspaper machinery
Feature Syndicates

0000000000000 00000
0000000000000 00000
0000000000000 00000

SUESIIQNS
l. Do you think that newspapers as now controlled are effective to a high degree
in shaping public opiniomn for geod?

2. VWhat remedy or solut ion have you to suggest to overcome the weaknesses of the
press.
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SPECIF I EXAMPIES G peelihe b SepEeR
(Illustrating the warking of the forces enumersted in lst) B by »a g

Number the same as
corresponding force

in previous list.
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