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; . High Pnces.\

To THE EDITOR OF THE EVENING POST

SIR: A clergyman(remarked to me, “My
salary is the same as it was ten years ago,
The cost of living is 40 per cent. higher.”

The tariff is the most prominent cause of
this copdition, but not the only rone The
writer, who is daily brought fin- contact
with the custom house, often wonders that
any dutiable merchandise can be imported
and marketed.

You have here a few 111ustrat10ns

goods, duty paid, $1,214.

An invoice, foreign, $6,000 value cotton
goods, duty pald $4,200.

An invoice, foreign, $412, kid gloves, $212.

If Mr. Payne’s friend, Littauer, had his

The goods in question are of suclw a class
that the plain people are the victims.
Wealthy people would not use them.

One great cause of high prices is the
enormous over-issue of paper currency, a
large part. of which is' under a latent state
of suspension of gold payments. Whenever
there is a monetary stringency, gold can
only be had at a_premium. Every one is his
own banker. @Lon is increased by the
flotation of bank checks practically uncur-
rent taking five to thirty days to collect.

The legal tender act should be repealed;

rency reform. If the Briton is wise, he will
stick to free trade. A small duty is the
thin end of the wedge. \
ULTIMATE CONSUMER.

o Brooklyn, January 14.

An invoice, foreign, $1,500 value cotton

way, the latter item would have been $340. “

that would be the first step in real cur-.

/

_country;
‘tories will have -different rates and dif-|

“delay.

£. Wrooklyn,

TARIFF AND COST!OF LIVING,

To THE EDITOR OF TEE EVENING POST:

SiR: ~WHy not compare prices in Great
Britain with American prices? Prices in
‘the former country are normal, or as near-
ly so as possible, The writer quotes a few

for illustration:
N.-Y.
London. Duty. price.
cents. cents. cents.

200 yard spools sewing cotton 03 .01 .05
-One "pair men’s sacLs ........ 081 .35
Ope pair women's hose...... 18 081 .35
One pair men’s kld gloves.. .85 .331-3 2.25
One pair women’s _Teal kld :

glaves  ution oo i atees e i 72 .33 1-3 1.50
One suit men’s wool. clothmg 14 OO 11.00 35.00
One raincoat ........... 9.00 25.00]

The cost of living is made up of in-

numerable little items, few of which escape
the Payne-Aldrich tariff exactions. - Five
dollars’ worth of flour will make enough
:bre'ad to supply an ordinary appetite for a

Yyear.

Commissions to eximine costs and prices
‘are useless. Wages constantly vary, are
never the same for any great length of

(time, and are in no two countries the same.

$Wages and hours of labor vary in this
Maine and Georgia cotton fac-

ferent hours of labor. Automatic machinery
is continually. reducing the cost of produc-

“tion.

The $250,000 which the President would

like to have to spend on a tariff commis-

sion might as well be saved. It looks as

though the protectionists are anxious for
One is reminded of the lines:

‘‘Promise, pause, prepara, postpone

And end by leaving things alone.”’

THoMAS FIELD.
May 25. 5




