asking himselt over and over,

Fool drofts
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The signiticent stories of o » man's m- Nm
u his decisionss The story becomes mnhn “ ”Q '

»« decision means long-continued sacrifices « wl« the M n

doubtful, possibly tregic. !

The grestest story of Abrahem 'Uubtu:.”,;“'
Is of sueh a decisions

‘Me sat In his dlucv Springtield ottice atut
ot night, head dupnd on arms folded along the back 0‘
chair, h-. legs ovt=stretched,

"How cen | do It ~ How can | do 1}," he was

He hed been called =~ no nlﬂck%ﬂ - Qﬂ o
to lead o revolting minority in the most h’ﬂ“ n
struggle Iilinois had ever foced. Shouid she mm
ﬂc boundaries the Nation had fixed hr alonn e
4gein enlorged, territory set aside to be free -m s
An old question repeetedly raised since the _nh:&”, |
conpmn... never unoml. always evaded or ‘

it must be umu 00! md and cll - in Nﬂim
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éé ' one leio or’oll the other = all slave or all free,

ok The Ot.hi tor cn'ca;loo wes on led by

Ei ltlluolo' tevorite Senator, thelr 'tlttlc evclt' - li’”ﬁ

b A« Douglas. Lincoln had challenged his u.-n-uu vol boldly

E? and arrestingly 0ho€25;7p07000| !?ard of o ptriv caﬁi#‘n¥i€1; 

o itseld l:pobllcau”or.ontzcd to opnose n.u.t..t “"""ﬁffﬁn.ﬂ-
Ei ‘ demanded his help - demanded he “run® against a."'.“ "?f€ 75

E ‘ thelr bickets | o

‘E; What did 1t mean for him to go into gg‘ﬁjtv‘ﬂf‘

E% venture? U
E} | "Here ¢ am," hc told hlleIQ. "in thu<-!dd!! ' ;1'
Gf lite only just settied down to the taw, polttics put osl‘tg |

'%ﬁ preactice beginning to pay = should | glve wp my Qﬂfl&'fllt

{i_ dbonccaili with a temily, boys to educate?” ' . |
o "This means poll’!cu « ond such poll’!tlu Aﬂh!~“

Ei they'l| ridicvie me, say | want Qkalgcor wite, say Iﬂn ﬁtﬂ&ﬂy 4
f; to bresk wp the Unlon = are savln. it slready, :

. " "A nd how they'll pity me, talking ..c@aﬁﬁ
- ldcol of a grest men Iike oouglao - me & lohodv.
see any cabbeges sprouting in my poor lean fece,” he
with ¢ wry smiles . L

'And | con't wins, Dovgles I8 oo sfra&gy
con do lc Orv to -akc more people see whot th!l,ﬂnidty

1t means on agg;;g;ngll_guuu[ Oh, God, not 0&«11;

men who started tlls Unilon never meont that,"




"And it we wp North retfuse to open Qm
sloves - what then? The s.." will “‘.‘ 'um

$o. That means war ~ war,"

human bondage®
Up and down, wp end down he pOCQG -8 itii
Thea J¥is eves fell on the old bleck .Ib&c he clu‘!‘_ . i
hend on his office table, plcking it up he opened to Met th
story of Christ in the Garden of Gﬂhma his dhﬂv‘t}
sleeping while he wrestled with his coming doome
®and he fell on his face," read Nltofh alo
praved saving, ®Oh, my fother 1§ it be poulhu td ’MH»:

pass trom me, nevertheless not as | will M u

Here was the answer; there was no =ape
and dmpp&i\g on his knees Abraham Lincoln pu'nt..n ved
and vatil his torment weos stilla .
 Months later vhen they were bﬂ&u taunt
enbition at him he wrote in memory of tm ﬂgﬂ - ‘
how sincerely | praved from the first that ﬂli
ambition -lght not be opened.”

His decision was mede; he would moke the
He mn from his knees, a new look d.m on Ma |
out the dh light and went down the unm s

bou. As he ﬂm« into the street u ou»ir ’

4




"Mr. u-uu. over iIn chﬂu ﬂ’f«rr
deal worried about this ldes of your mu'nmm”
Dovgles is o big men,"

That was it, They didatt hlun he co
this "big man," He squared his shoulders and Ml& "
triend full In the eves, sald: , s

"8 this fight comes off 1911 :mw“ 0
e=trying. Good might." ' e

And down the street he went ﬂnﬁqlﬁ NN
head wps ' |

Billy Brown who .kqpt the drug store &hu

stopped short, : ,

"Now whet's come over Mr. Lincoln,” he
himselfs "in here two howrs ago the punn ot .
wouldnt't balk, went off without a word - boys uM.”

bed = he's sot the blues uola.
"loch at N- now. Haven't scen Hm
thet for weeks - am’bim happened to ll-., m

Something had heppened. mm
that night the gnanu story of his llu“ ‘
.ﬂuhﬁ mm«. . S




