“Poor Lincoln!* sighed a mum one m h
Jsmes Whitcoub Riley, as a group of Hoosiers were

Abraham Lincoln spent in South Western mt—- Fa s R
"Poor!" exclaimed the poet, "the boy by mm |
fire in the bnokwoods was infinitely rich. £ “
Here we have two ways of 10.31:\; at ﬁu m
period of Abraham Lincoln's life, the years in mh Wl
to discover men and their ways, to figure out why w qmm
were what they were, what were tho reasons for the O&ﬂm
as well as for the "no ~account” to measure himself, mﬂt
road he must follow. The remark vhich m in m
r.‘flnt- the point of view of the majority of M'a W
phers. They have looked only to externals, seen nm m
ﬂu unquuuqmblo poverty, hardship, and di '

ignorance and meanness. But men of Mh-tm ul-

know what boys are. u.m.ﬂnrthtm&nm“




whcr. Lincoln spent these fourteen nm. that W, re

this element of adventure and have boldly mm tu'

e dunun it for themseélves and for the publis. ‘oly

;:: . ' no more interesting monument will ever h ﬂilii iq m-

L—: | - Lincoln than the one that tho Spencer County, Idm mua_
; ' ‘Bociety is undertaking,- s permanent bienniel m .on ﬁ'
g ‘Pourth of July, celebrating the life of the Boy I-tneoh ﬁm
g county. l

% What episodes they have to dm from! There is
‘é the crossing of the Chio. in 181;. when the boy ul ma mn

0ld and Tom Lincoln moved his family from ntro-rm,m

g : to free Indiana. The rivu' must have been like a m to him

i: who had never laid eyes on 'b:lg waters. - There is tht Jm

M::i in golden October, through a forest of primeval m. zm in

= vild animals, to the land which they must clear for their first

QE; : shelter, a half-face camp, ¢ there is the fight for food ull - %
§ : clothing; the t;rmdy of his mother's death and mm. the ;

coming, months later, of a new mother, who was to become hh
best friend. There 1s his first long journey to m n‘lm
world - down the Chio and the Wissiseippi - a ‘hﬂ' on & :
New Orleans. And at the end of these tomun m m

boat carrying a load of produo-. and finally the

gnum adventure of all - the migration of the e




M ﬁcx ﬂr-t mtnnd Indiana --u i f
of m noble river which was voth u m ﬁu._

and to m."Eﬂ to the world. Ilm 1

by thon who are for the most part desos ,‘ Fom

and girls who mmc his schoolmates and lﬁn

labor nnd amusement. :
would be diffiicult to dwm l;-".

Mpnblc of illustrating the kind of thtnc M_

!QQ in mind when he exelaimed .

the ’tcunr voy.

The effort to drnltmm lny
years is really one of the by-produou ot an exter
nnd ‘historical research ‘hlch has been m uf
yms in the South Western corner of the m
tuumnof it um'unoolnw _an
-hy that is that thcy are m to W




-nuu and mm 1aVeni of m m
- nature,

| In this "Inquiry* M m
w fresh material: m othvu- m
that Ltm in this part of the world mr

fmadnuonl fer thnt vast uptﬂo.tn of

,latctmi to 111ulmto. to divm, to GIM -.lié

a mcﬂol.rc which for i.t.l varhty m m ‘m
m:h of his associntes,
The proof that South vusmf
fﬂndltiﬁn for this important ’Iﬁ of his
‘equipment comes from one of the most disting
of Lincoln lovers and students which centers in
¥illiam Pertune, of Indianapolis. | '
Mr, Fortune m bnru in m

ﬂun h.'ll but 15 or 16 years old mm h-

of his utiv-o county. He did it so well m
umla'o puuml txlma. thn rnu hm



ha “l‘ 1oot1n¢ down to the M

uuﬁuu I asked him w he mmxm
umthﬁtookmun got llﬂ ummm_'

" the iadiuimt 'nl.oo of a fnbh old nn.
""lut was it%* 1 -“,
"'A Book of ﬂw m " !Q._




neither he nor the expert book buyers that he oonu% ‘
e
able to locate it.. What they did find, however, was

“funny book" of the 18th mtury'o'alld.. "Quinn's Jeste .
"Quinn's Jester” is a rare book now, M re a: :
later books which may have come into Lincoln's Mﬁ f
many stories ocredited to "Nr. Quimn." For mu-n. : : |
published in Philadelphis, in 1769, a book ia two m-. w et
first called "The American Jest Book", the second, ‘.'M m
Fellow", containing stories of the “celebrated ¥r, M' .
Undonhtodly it was "Quinn‘'s® - not "nn"u - 'Jﬂtﬁﬁ' m

young Abraham Lincoln read surreptitiously on W; |

to his Spencer County mates.

One can go through these early jest bom nm '
by story, and f:lnd little reason why the boys MM: hnvc nm ' ‘
to the woode to read the book. Now and then m%p . -m'
which we would class as gross or vulpr. but there i; wa.m s
‘uttlo that could be called obscene credited to lr. m "'.i.' g
rrob.uy the reason that the boys slipped away on W te m'
this book in the woods was that both parental and .

authority frowned on light reading on the Ssbbath W‘

frmod too; on frivolous road].ng ofany sort. . Re 7' --.; :1
~serious matter, and "funny mn innocent ““
‘were er more or less suspicion, though the td



around the fireside was a well recognized rec

An fmportant matter with which the
‘has 'mit as yet dealt oubma the m M
_mtcu from the ’toturnmo clnu of w h .
au #0 much to keep m:-tm ﬂmcﬂ in M'
of c‘hilmuen. They thriu!od the m Ul"i ne
eafott-byc-rt Wbolt-nocmmm
read about then in Richardson 'riﬂlt‘i f‘“imw

Think of Lincoln as a boy m&u . fe

the Ohio River, :icung up turx le' one or m

1ike of which he had never seen, but which he W

examine with the liveliest curiosity. mn
they retailed of the c’ithu from which they OI-.

Think of his carrying over the river on
: -lrc"uuntinu 7that walked the oountz_'; in Mu
we know, even Audubon himself may have bom fm
ymg Mneolq unﬂ talnd to him about tho uu-i
comtx 'l'mﬂ.a. their nigrauem. thc:lr hh“ﬂy .



e  Revolution, tho Var of 1812, from men who had s-m m
e

R those great dozngu. even seen George Washington.
e ' Although Lincoln must have clouu ma fro
Q" Sl
‘gz ﬁkera and ,ﬁlkuru' it was the mlc

o

22 , ; _ 1

?@ : boys of his mge, sought work after the otm were

Y ;

) of the fmllly. The jobs he found often brousht ﬁiﬂ
iz} ‘

e with the werchants, the preachers, the lawyers, the

‘8 ' the settlements

that tho.o peopl q_wi
1mmﬂn-nmrua were much mm

which biographers have painted as his usocutu ‘-_.'

better background - more education - more

higher political and uooial_ ideals. One m
should be remembered about them. M
the books which laid the founﬂntiu of his !

America#l Democracy and its pouihﬂit&u. and

in the world that he dinutm his fuﬂt M
with them. It was among tlul mr. :h.






