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As soon as Miss Potterson fud I hed our interview with the
deeretsxy of Var last weelk, I telegraphed you thet she and I (vho were
the only members of the Comuittee in Vashington) sow several o’baﬁtm
to the plan submitted in the letter of the Secretsyy of Ver, shich
sractically elimimated the Wemen *s Soumttbee from any actusl service,
and mads it & soabvered group of five or seven advisory members, not in
Uashington but in different sections of the country,not in touch with éseh
other or with the voriky that 1t was proctically of no velue or serviee o
either the vomem or the Govermente. The only women to be commected with
the work was not an Assistant-Director buﬁ merely on Assistant to the
Direetor, wio could only advise him ond set through him if at¢ all.

The whole plan wna simply cn eliminotion of the Committee vhile maldng

sping 1t to mma with those States vhere smalgemation
hed not or would not take place; vhich wos merely twrming over to the
co-called Women Oommittee the opportunity to advise without any authority
vhere the State Councils refused to vork with or sctually opposed women,
vhere the poor women w uld have no money or influence vhile this plan
would simplky keep the Agsistont to the Director in the midst of loeal
conflietse I lmow of no wmgn thom I vould recomnend o8 fitted for such
e position vho hos not better ond more desireble work already, or who
would sccept such an undesirable place. ¥hile there might be wmen who
would accept the position as members of o camoufloge committee, I
personally (and Miss Patterson agrees with me) would decline to
recormend the formation of such & committee ond impose it upon the vomen
of the natlon 25 in any vay an 2dejuate recognition of their serwices
to the commtry,
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The Seeretary of Yor himself dld not soem to howe anything to
offer in its behulf, We tolied 5 hal? howr, and § told him that the
Vomen's Comaittes hod submitted our propossl, =i vere willing to scoept
Seavotory Lomets, thich seemsd o us to bo rensanable, both of whieh
the Councll of lotional Defense hod rejeoted without giving cn adequate
ronson for doime s03 thet we felt our proposals should be considered
and good reason plven for thelr rejection nnless the Gouncll of It
tional Defense hod somothing bother to offer uway that ve felb owr
sirst propossl should be ploced before the Presidemt ond receive either
his acoeptencs or rajeckion. /nd the Dearetary of Ver seid he wuld
submit 1t s soom o8 the Prosident retwrned to Wsshington

Miss Patberson hod on interview with itr,Olawkson yestonday,

wihw veported that the Ueeretury of Vewr wos apperently wbill opposed

to having us placed unier the President, os the President hod problems
anough slresdys thot sanlommation seemed the best thingy snd the
Gounsil of Mational Defense seemed to agree with hime It 1o mpposed
that the matbar + 11 be sottled 2t the nest Councll meeting, md I
some time next wedk on eall by telagraph L we geot any definltes word
from the Jemeil of btlon:d Defense, 2o we mist meot and diocuss thelr
finsl declsion os esxrly os possibles mwazmmwammm
venain on hewe from veek to week in thls mncertainty grestly desire to
mmmwmmmmwmm‘mlmm
mmmm;tmwammﬁ sorvice. Four montha® time ie

long enough to live inm this wnsettled rtote, especially in such vesther
as we hove had in this oliye

Ghadrmon Yomonts Compilttee
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