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. State of Xentucky , heing of soupyd

/ Cht 2 4

) 4 When after thier leng and pellous journey they at 1ast arrived

hought onehundired anf tifty acres of land in what

A

1 7AON Nelson county at Elizabhethtewn - @fttied—thﬁrp with hie wife and

in KﬁntuCKyJJoseDh Hanks

children urtil he died in 1793 . His wjill dated Jan.8, 1793 and prehated

May I+, 1793 1is as fellvws

"In the name of God Ame 7 Joseph Hanks of Nelson County ,

mmAd and memery , but weak 1in hedy

and calling to mind the frailtyef 211 human nature Ao make and Aemise

this my 1last will snd testament in the manner ani ferm follweing , to wit .

urte my son Thomas , one serrel horse called

Lo

y spbn Joshua one gray mare Bary

Item . I give and bhequeat

Majer . Item . T give anfl hequeath-unt

Ttem . I give and bequegth untoe my 96n Willfdim one Gray horse called ilhert

H&#Mut [ove g Mﬂ.y A W@, ,‘a»m - Méfet«{ Mr‘_
Ite.\I give and hewudgth unte mf son Josgph one Horse called Bald . Alse th
/

&

e COntaﬁning one hunired and fifty acres .Ttem I give

1ter Polly 6he Heifer yearling calld

Iteml give and bequkath nte my d=su
1

b

Lady « Tte. I give and hequeath / te my Aaughter Nancy one Heifer yearling

o

called Peidy . Ite. T glve arj hequeath to mwwﬁafe Nanny al and singular

my whele Estate druing her 1ife , aPt~rwa1éé to he equally Adivided hetween

all myc hildren . It 1is als%fmy wish agﬁ“icsire that the whele of the vrep

é\,
erty first ahove h@queqthe? shou’iﬁ*o the preperty of my wife Aruing her

W

11fe . And Jastly , 1 anqib,/?é ordain , and appeint my wife Nanny and
y o
my son Willaim , as my executrix , and sxecuter to this my last will and

Tegtament "
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1**&It ic eviedent frem thsi will that Nancy Hanks fther was net

‘g elave onwer , although he ahd 5 large estate snd mast have had negreeos

Lo i :
v A
teo ﬁ—zﬂst on the plantatien . He ha® Aouhtless fread them a1l hefore he Aied

for he certianly h-< net wiiled them away as was Oogtomqry in these
oo gt gl
days Ti® negtroes 1n_zhoeo-ewf&1-dwys were willed an in thé maaner
J '47 ¢
»7 Wl Anunp bt i
"1 gvlie and b6queath one neFru weoman named Molly drulng her natural

eI

~

M‘mﬁwﬂ-é//@,f(

ife and §7L her death the~ﬁa15fﬂall¥y ~nd her increase hereafter to he

=y
1 asps

eqa}ij divieded ar emng anhgp echitdren " " : ¢
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A1l of Joseph 's children married and thigr Aescendets are )
J
sCattered throughcut Kentucky an@/fﬂ; §3ﬁ§h andi West . The gly ones whieh
i \

P .
who will he metioned here howevéﬁ arg,tho‘e who were nearest and dear .
e irbting 0] oee 22
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8st to Nancy Hanks , and who=e history has hepn hitherto mach confused.

It was Nancy's b er Willaim whou marrfled Elizaheth Hall " on the

twelfth day of Septemher ,1793 by Jose Minister ”#his KElizabeth

Dod
o ge>

Hall's father had also moved from Vipginia to Kentucky with his -
# .

Cchildren , Elizzheth who married WilYatim Hanks asd- 1.Levi who maried
; -

Llare wdlbin Wico, fedt axg
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Elizabeth Hanks , David , and Henry/. Ahout I780 Mr. Hall Iwas killed

/
by the Indians , and a few yearsf&gyer his widow married Oﬂkb Hazel ,

by whom she had four children/éichard » Peter , Caleb and Lydia .7t was

\ /
this Caleh Hazel senbflr , who fas Abrahn Lincolns first teacher
/
Among the marriaée rededs of the Rev. Benjamin Ogden of

4

kElizzbethtown  Kentucky , it that "Joseph Hanks and Polly Voung

were married Nov. 10,1870 “. She was the Maughter of Susanna and John

Voung of Hardin county . According to tle 0ld Aeeds this Joseph Hanks

Jr. ownied at Red Hili H®lizabethtown .1ve stock , houses , klgand

wimplements , and f4rniture " and was
G ke ok sl f_wseo) Lo
cahinet maker .”A?t was thifs Joseph j

Wy trade a “carpenter , cooper and
m "MM Qo

r«. , Nancy's borﬁger who tadght

Thomas L incoln his trade of carpeghter , coover , and cabinet maker .

These t&® hrothers W1illgdm and Jogeph Hanks so dearly loved their sister

b

- : f ‘ : ney hoth with their fam-
Nancy that when the Lincolns mgveed to !ndlana they ho l
> .

ilies went with them .

g |
* Whaa v sendo



Vi
TURERD o y flart /97 70 540~
W&»’MM A«M : ey %W,) f

of t&is Joseph Han’ks}\’v said " Whés#e Ahrahm

/rOn of the granfgdaughters

Lincoln was a dist rg#t lawyer , he frequently visited gradfather ,

i and used to relate with great glee how when a 1ittle boy his uncle
%;xdoseph once whipped him g¢soundly forftesing him when at‘his work &
jag irandfather loved his sister Nancy deeply ‘)and her gentle and trusting
E%ibpature was emhodied in her ndhle son | who was an uncrowmed among men .

N
™ 7 o her early Christian training he 6ed his simple faith’:fthat helped

him guide the Ship of State safely through the storm of civil wwq s and
inspigted the hand that haie a race go free .

The central figlre of his age

The ancel of tHe book and pen

/
Upon the greatieterna;}oage

¢ v
Writes this He floved his fellow mens.
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So long as hungn weakness needs
The strength fhat nohle manhood gives
In kind unselfish Christlike deeds

So lung the na%e of Lincoln 1ives."

One of Joseph's grandsons has also said " Granifather

was of all things a pioneer . He belonged to that resFﬁess class of

whi&ADaniel Roone was the highest type . He was a man of sterling honesty ,

undouhted courage , and high worth . He made a home in T11linois ardng the
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'sister El1z aheth , who had

Chaf s 4
Chapter -7- -4 éﬁ

hostiég savages . He alW?s spoke of his angel sister Nancy with reverent
N

emotion . She taught him to read -- Grandfather used ot talk of Thomas Lin
coln more than any of his kin , and often told us children stories of

their 1ife together at Klizabethtown , and of a visit to him when Abra

ham was a 1ittle ehild , an 4 of his most unpromising appearance

/

Grandfather died Rhefore Lincoln attained his highest honorg oV strang

it 1is that the memory of a few aged men have heen publisheflf as ver.
batim truth , memories brought up when o0ld age had hecome extravagant

and these vaporings of their feehle minds have éﬁbﬁn colly perpetuated
as history {:///

Nancy's other sister Mary or Polly as she wa=s called married
Jesse Freind of Klizabethtown Dec. 10, 1795 according to the marraige
records of the Rev. Josiah Dodge . This Jedse Freéfnd was an uncle of

Dennis Friend , the son of Charles Frafind who married Nancy Sparrow .

s
S

When the littl¢ comphAny moved to Indiana, Nancy's dearest

arylied Levi Hall ,<?he hrother of Elizaheth

Hall who hsd married Willaim/Hanks 2/want with them . Kl1zaheth Aied a

short time afier her sister NAncy , and in the same wooded knoll were

placed the hodisd  of thes sisters , who had 1ived an Jugffered

together in that far western cou Lry. .
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