- heads - 0ld women bent under the weight on their bnch,—z"

IV
MUSSOLINI & IPALY;
When one is travelling iafia oountry not his own

trying to understand what is going on there, 1t is well %o oit

down by the roadside occasionally &nd recall what he has seen.
mrounmmxhvobmmmwnl“

Italy, and when I ask myself what I remember, the first m e
that springs to my mind is a long pwoocession of men, m
and children bent in labor. They harvest fields of rice,
wheat, alfelfa, laying the grein in perfect swathes; they sit
on the ground, stripping and gorting tobacco m; M' t}
orowd narrow rooms, tiny girls, old women, embroidering with
sure fingers lovely designs on linen fine andboarse; they cook
*heir meals before all the world in the rarrow streets of N
\":;‘t, they ocarry home at sunset from the terraces or llw | ‘___
of, DRtains great bdaskets of grapes, oclives, %emons - m i
o straight and firm their burdens podsed surely on their :1
4

drive donkeys so lademed that mly a nodding heed, a §
switehing tail is visible; they fill the roade with their m‘tk :
two-wheeled ocarts, tend sheep, run machines, sit in mrh*
spin, weave, mould, dbuild - a world of work,

Mingled with these p:lctnru of dabour are m
vagrant ones of these same men and women at play, holiday &
Sunday orowds filling the streets, the ,7 the oinema,
(m pavilions, the squares of 1{ttle towns tracing m
history back clearly more than 2000 years, gay with ﬂup m en
streamers and light and booths, where in ’ﬁn mgs
math.ubuathutotn.nmnum swaying




and heard in Italy, I have a picture ofamlomm

3l mr‘**-w- ST RN

-f e Tt

Jercenc e g
uthorign:'uofthe:cpo-ua:l.l:nll'sﬂlluhum'thohl‘._’;._L
slow and rhythmic steps. _
!hmaron-wmotﬁmmmznt“

at little tables, under arbors or on the Mw side # N
house, asleep in fields, the streets deserted, the m
shops closed, the roads and fields alome. ALl Italy M
through the midday heat - &ll Italy save the mm
Qynladir+ % ¢

Mingled with labour, play, rest is prayer. Nowhere

the machine takes no siesta.

in the world are people more at home in their churches, more
accustomed to "drop in.* Again and again, mmmt
mmtwohurohahngobnnduortagota, amm
of vegetables or fruit; the bearer has stopped to Kneel a

moment to say a prayer.
When I assemble these recollections of things, seen

their business with steadiness end reliability - a people
getting what we oall an "all round 1ife® - that is ome h
which the needs they feel ars satisfied. |
It is hard to realize when you look an them
as they are perfeotly in step at the
instead of rhythmio labour, there was a olasl
and revolt. Men and women not -ﬂ:r
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bnttohtothorpuphm Nldiﬂlhﬂmm
threshing machines were destroyed, factories -n
looted , railways ran as suited the orew. !—w-niw
mum.mnt,mut-tw;mm

disorganiszation, anger, violence of a people mm

in tho%onal life; a people become the prey of a domen
olashing political partiumdno‘thlm where to look

for a Moses to lead them out' of their Egypt. How cam 1% i.i.
one asks, that in so brief a time a people should drop its
olubs and pick up ite tooll?#’!h.ro is only one answer.
They found their Moses! !heyhuwhiluhcnhoomw
them. %mrrmmmgthu.gthouMdal-. D
knew their life - that which they needed. He knew that “
they could be protected in their labor, play, rest, prayers,
they would go on 1like faithful clocks generation after
generation. He has e rsuaded thnhowﬂlginth-“
protootiqﬁ. ulmguhodmsitthqnum&-ﬂ
no longer! </ lLet Mussolini - mzmmum
Mussolini amppoutmm&-mmmu ki
revolt again in Italy. mmmhmnﬂhﬂ‘
their machines in the factories, at their 1itt
on the side-walks - hmmk‘_
Imow that they are as capable of a8 ¢
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Ij g

& had two thousand years experience in upsetting govermments of

4G o

g mmmmammum-mun
[0

N ﬂnﬁ-ﬁommtinthq% Wumm

"™ ohance. He will have a fair chance for Shey believe in him snd

'ﬂ_$- want him to succesd - dut if he tries them over-mmch he too |

R

ﬁi\ will go. They are not instep because of foroe - though there is

r; . foroce resdy o aot all around them and they kmow i, and it is

';_ mu:u-mw“m wmnmwum i
o getting what they want - a leader who protects their lives. |
2 Mussolini has dome something more than give them protection

= in giving

e noxmal way of living - he has sucoeeded.
i s m/ ormal simple na/“u-h they never Before have felt. He
iy has

t0ld them thst they axe resl soldiers of Italy - the cues ;

h“mmnmmuau-nym \
T have slresdy set down in thees articles thet'my |

ﬂ.nthwm:umo.:uhl\drmvotm-qmmum; {

mmtqﬂmmﬁfMuIMmaau&m £

" power and understending was when I &iscoversd how ho had

_mu_.ud : /‘a.ll sorts of people the need of this war,

had put into their meuths the reasoms for it and showed them

hWMmummﬂMhn‘

his part. NMMIM“MMW :

mng.//ffﬂ Lo /vM—JM Famm "?W
.-IﬂkuUMww;'?.-”%
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moiuhmonmhismatummuamwm
his wine to town, I get from each his version of the economio
war and what he must do to help win it. I have heard over
"and over again in Ttaly from all sorts of working people the
gsame statement of Italy's oondition - her problems - as I have
from the educated and the official. It is like a litamy
to-day in the nation's mouthy

'¥® we heve no cosl, ro irom, no oil) we owe Amexrica
end England dillions upon billioms of lire, we have a big
debt at ht.mc," we have & population of 42 million, w
at the rate of half a million & yeai-, and we cannot raise
enough to feed and clothe them but must buy from abroed, so
the balance of trade is always cgainst us. There is no
escape but work. If we work hard encugh and long enough

we may win the war, at least we are trying it,."

Here you have a poople with an objective they are

gee how to get what tiey consider worth while and
if $hetr right-minded - and the mass 1is right-ninded -
willingly labor and sacrifice.fhese Italisn men -an-
whoaraoarryinsmnmsdﬂrto-dqmmm
burdens beside hard labor. They are taxed %o u M d
oapaoity' to pay; the cost of living has W

_m, broad wasg never as ut:r m m__m ‘
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compelled by the government to give up for the moment at M N

i efficient officials, to give up all oontroversiel of oritieal
5 newspapers. Ve Ameriocans understand taxes and the high cost of
n living and know how men can endure them, but ve do not understand

| how mem osn live without elections and a free press.

EC;—' I have agked many cericns Italians how they felt abouwd
: these suppressions, and with veriations they have told me about
E_ the same thing.- 90!’ gourse 11:{ 18 a saorifioce and possibly &
% danger, but we are persuaded that it is a necessary saorifioce,
F You must remembar t.at we have just goue through a revolutiom.

e We must do everything to seocure that revolution or the country will
: £11 Wmok into oivil war agein. Mussolini believes ityis pousible
iy for us to work out a new kind of a state - the Corpw ate BState -
> 4t is worth trying, but we nmust have quiet 1f we are to sucoeed;

g, the eleotions and the "free press” disturb us in our unm

B therefore they are suspended until we find that they are m.*'

N

@) * ™ a rioh country like yours, Modem,* a dist

L2

I&? Pagoist told me, "you cen afford the perlismentaxry vices. !‘ n
U :

Q allow your congress to chatter and delay and interfere ﬂ.ﬁ

iE needed legislation. It mﬂu and flatters the nults " =
= wnink their representatives are struggling with great "
[} when they are meyely trying %o outwit and m-m
_mm Iomtuwumtonmm

2 of war - as it has been in 1926, Im addition to this, they have ul-

'~ jo0al elections which brought them exoitement if not n-n m or




. ¥
"fou have a govermment de luxe and & press de lume in the

United States ," another Pascist told me, " you oan afford

it, we camnot,"

These are points of view which we Americans canmot
acoept becanse we have not yet had emough experience with the
evils which osused the Italian Revolution to accept them.

That is not saying, howsver, that we are not familiar in

haltine
our oongress ard in our press with ihe kind of

whick exasperstef/the Iteliasm s with suppressing these
inetitytions. TI¢ is nct saﬁj.m; either that unless these
evils %eﬂ— they na(gy 'f:unlly drive us to drastio
suppressions.

Ore must umnl erstand the ltalian people hottq than
most of us do before we can understand how they caan accept
the present situation. We must bogin by admitting that they are
not 1ike us, in temperament or traditions, that they treasure
things which we hold lightly, and hold lightly th:l.ncll which we
treasure; morsover that as 2 ration they are in a sitnation

vastly different from ours. We are immensely rich in raw

materials and they have none. We are equally rich in lamd

and they are crowded almest W the sea. They are one race, we are
mixed with al) s orts of bloods! Their characteristics are
eharply defined, ours have had their sdge taken off by the

intermingling of many bloods.
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Many of those who know s best explain their n-mmuy
unanimous consent tommruchmIM‘m

by saying they are "realists®™ -~ that is to " they are A

of practical common sense who recognise facts and are

by them rather than by theories. They recognise what
Mussolini tells them about themselves, about the state of
affairs in Italy, about the necessity for what he calls

: "
"silent and conscientious™ lahor,au the truth.

v

They follow him the more proudly and mmm:u"
because as they tell you sometimes "he ithinks as we dof"
What he has dane is to strip off the politicel and soeisl
theories they had picked up and pinned on and laid dbare
their real inner convictions, their so0lid common Sense.
All this nakda him their kind of man. The¢y are partiocularly
proud of the daring of his crusades. He is not aff@dd
to tell the truth, and if there is anything that this
Italian people love it is the man who is not afraid.

There is no doubt of Benito Mussolini's oourage,
physical, intellectual and spiritual. His physical
braveyl runs often into foolhardiness. It always did.

As a boy, as a youth, as a soldier, he courted lm,

does it now. He livu dan;troculy, as he says,
h.mtnmrtmmwm
himself with it, above all never let it m m
mzmum.--‘. -mmn:, h
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oraving for dmger. He, of course, n—um “

1 mtum.mmmaummmd
L:?f During the summer of 1926, hltucouahuntahuﬁ;w, 2
lﬁz eonfines of Rome. Mﬂmotmmmm

ik but every morning be drove out 3t an hour whieh wmried m

'; and though his route might de changed slightly, thers are

:&—_ not over msny roads $o the Palace Ohighi where he works, and
2 there is culy cue entraucs. He is tmpatient of the |

{q‘: safeguards the police advise, refuses large eseoris, subnits
E with irritation to the sarvice of seoxes umm ne -ﬂ
k:: the people to Inow that he trusts them as he wanis them So

;%i” frust him, but 1 is not from the nemmsl psople of Italy

'E that the danger ocmes. To-day, sooialists, liberals, |

ul:g epponenta of all serts mtpdﬁ?xtmisu, would mw-m it
El; taking off. "Mhu'mluadmm.'twl_q"“_
E—‘ eutspoken soolalish in the North ey when tho Dews oame of
& Mussolini's esoape last September from the bomb of & a1

. murderer. _ .
-mmal. the embittered, and “ ce, whs
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out of & building vhers he hed been speaking? How is it pessibl

when o young snarchist who had been residing out ot!‘hl:.
living a quiet and lsborioms life im a cormer of Smm

Prance, stole wer the mowntaims without a passport, hnn‘ i
Rome for a few days, -:Wuﬂl Mussoliri's cax osme 28
wensl from the villa where he lives mad threw MEm a bamb? There
is no bmman xomight other attacks that '
probebly will be made.

Mnsgolini's aplomd at these tregic moments has
deaply wmoved the ltallian paorle, and also greatly inflated
thelr prido. Again he has proved hLs 1s their kind of mem.

Fe has refused $o have capital made of these attempts o

nis 1ifs. Ee has rofusad to sllow them $o interfsrs im any
way with his regular sehedule. After the Tuoettl tomb in
Septeader he came directly to his office. An Baglish m
had @ appointment with him there. He Imewnotilng of ﬂlit “
happened, Mussclini did mot mn-mmmu*
matter §n hand, and when after alittle time the cheers and
calls fvom the cutside bdecame S0 m-nhm
visitor's euriosity, he sxplained
will not get me, ™ ME=SaFE;™*there is & |




pallid, agitated, his hat Jammed m on m

-1 - 3 ' i

September I heard people say:“the good God is 'i'll, n-.*
They hold partioulsrly high the courage he ' |

dealing with his own party. This ummtuumm.

They know well enough what it cost him in 19T4 o leave the
Socialistiparby. He was driven from & party to which he h‘ '
given himself utterly for years because he had decided
after weeks of wrestling that Italy ousht to go into the war.
The wrath of his colleagues was terrible - they decided to
chase him from the ranks. The break was the very top-notch of J§ \
political tragedy. A young jJournalist of Milan, Gi%iio | T
Barella, now the commanding direotor of 11 Popclo d4'Italia,

went to Mussolini when he learmed that he meant to attend

a large socialist gathering which hLad been called to omim i i
his boldness in pronouncing for a course contrary to party i
principles. "Do not go to the meeting) I | begged him,"™ B\\i :

Barilla says in a pnbl:l.shed account of the episode,”’“®the ll‘ﬂ i
is violent, there are hostile murmurs, do not go!¥ @3 lhl.u. o,
80,7 he said, and he did go. It was a crowd which m m Q,\
had adored hin, heid-his—words Wy THYEIIINle, hung o on s /U d.
beadn, his gesture, his smile. Here was the same m %
turned on him; the same voices that had cheered hia ° hreate

him, the same hande that appmm 11z

s m_-........;.._._...-_:_.._.. u-—.&a,-
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‘may chase me from the party, lnuﬂd.‘tﬁmﬂmﬂb
from your blood, Iawﬁdnumﬁdmtsﬂ.t‘

* There were many moist eyes but the sentence -ip —
he went out forever.' ‘

His courage withth.h-euusfmmmﬂﬂ
again. No man could have had a more serious task than h

purge and dominate the groups of vioclent and largely self-

directing men who made up the party amnd army in 1922.As has X
always happened in revolutionary movements, many w;
w self-seekers, some of them at least semi-oriminal, ksl /
joined the movement. There was a great mass of the M
loyal, suspicious of oriticism guick to dreak into vim

if they smelt opposition. The last violent outbreak m in
Sthubor *925 in Florence. Serious as the affair was

1t has b.ﬁn.porhap- with oaloulation -exsggerated, /h- newspapers
outside of Italy have %1t a St. Batholomew's Day. nm
conld hardly be expected to go through a mal exn revolution
such as Italy has been seeing in a quiet and oxderly m.'
Her wtru in her blood. Her working people like those of o

many other cities, were many of them openly Communists. A

oitimdﬂmoo,uhﬂwrhuuﬁuomh.l‘ X
bntapw“u.iﬂnlmuhomhunm, uum , Lo
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we will drive in that ocar."
m- same Florentine, ocoming out ome m from a
business transaction near the Arno, saw & orowd attacking a

company of soldiers (with banners %&hﬁm on their way

to the station. As a soldier he and many others flew to

their aid. It took a bitter fight to get the company with
its torn banners and itsmore or less battered members
on to the train.

In the square of Santa Maria Novella of Floremoe
you will see to-day two groups of cypresses, 18 or 20 imn all,
planted in memory of individual fasoists killed in the early
days of the strug ) |

After the oist Government was installed, the group
in Florence which ¢game in power was more or less vioclent and
more or less vemal. It was the kind of group that ocould
be depended upon to go off in riot at the scrateh of a matoh,
and the match was scratched in September of 1925 when one of l
their leaders oalled upon a prominent anti-PFasoist oitisem,
and probably tried to force from him confessions of intrigue

with Prench masons. High words were passed and the visitor

. finally struck his host. The insult was revenged by a relative
‘who shot the Pascist dead. In no time the news had reached the

street and a mob had colleoted. Amut-m“'ni
killed, his body riddled with bullets. mmmﬂm
d”.bnnounmtmnm M.‘ >

g L
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g mummdnthm,mun-Msudmmaarﬁ-a

]
\S sooialist deputy, a friend of Mussolini, leved-by-him, a man
A now entirely out of politics, devoting himself to iw emntioms.

: Ll
— Nobody knows why they should have gone out of their way %o M

i?: murdered as politiocally harmless a oitisen as there was in -
I3 Florence. There were four vietims in the two hours the riot .

— lasted. There were many shops looted, some of them shops of

=
{f Pascists, showing how much there was of pure ruffisnism

:{i in the outbdreak.

'6 Mussolini was furious when the news of the affair

E: reached him, He immediately sent to Florence one of his mm $

'g competent and relentless leaders, Italo Balbo, a member of the

%i first big fonr of the party. The entire Mjilt Government

S‘_j m; was removed. A prefet was selected from outside

'% the provinces, other officers of admitted honesty and ability

Ll:: were appointed. Over one hundred idemtified as having been

El; in the mod were arrested and their trials have been going @

%— ever since. An interesting factor in the house-oleaning

E was putting m end to the graft in which mny of the party had been

indulging; cars for imstance seemg to have been one of the
perquisites which any Pascist official, little or big, felt
authorised to accept for personal use. This pernicious habit
which was not peculiar to Florence, has been ordered stopped
The vigor with which Mussolini follwed wp the i
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E He is not afraid, w/m M-ﬁ;
{; : and that, they tell you sagely, is rare among public men.

:S They like him because he is not afraid of outside

L8 nations, makes threatening gestures when Italy's interests are
E»: trampled upon, evejdl so slightly. No must be aliowed jo think
I@ for am instant that the Italian paoﬁmq;&w,

:i big or little, ¢ wrong or reeemt
i

= Mussolini has been much critised by—forvipners

g for his harsh oriticism made after the last attack en his life
g of the proteoction Prance gives to Italian exiles, among whom

\E are supposed to be several amarchists like the mam Lucretti.

- It may be that Mussolini kmew the need of diverting the

%; attention of the outraged masses. They would not riot at

—

= home if they could Mth‘:lr fists at Prance! Unwise as his

words may seem to an Anglo-Saxon, it should not be forgottem that
assassination has rarely been attempted by an anarchist that the
suffering nation has not called on all its neighbours to get rid
of the revolutionary groups that they harboured and vhich spemd
their time in agitatihg which cammot but stir the occasicmal
unbalanced mind u‘iinot ao*t:l.m!., Certainly the Italian
Govemment in the case of the recent attempt to assassinate
Mussolini has not shown anything like the anger that the

French Government showed in 1858, whem Orsini attempted the
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s,

= Y

iéi assassination of Napolon III. At that time, the Fremch Prime

%f: Minister sent violent motes of complaint to HBagland; Belgium,

é Switserland, as well as to Piedmont, berating them for harbouring

:L_\' asssssins and allowing the publication of newspapers whioch

3 wxiited or glorified them. Their motes %o Pledmont were =

e partioularly severe, demcnding that Pledment immedistely —-

:“f all refugess there, restrict her press, forbid the publicatied

lg of all that her own exiles wrote. cnpurod with these demands

S fgties m—— 2
= thoAro«nt oriticisms M have been mild. 14/ ko
8 It would not have been Italian not %o have mde &

T £ierce gesture under the oircumstances, "hon the Italians

<} analyse themselves for you they invariably emphasise their exuberanoce.

— It is to exmberance that they attr:lhnto these sudden bursts of

> pictnruqu wrath / ch so -rprin and alarm the Anglo-Saxom obeserver
& new to the omtry.

e Riding one day in an open carriage in the streets of an

— Italian oity, my driver, deliberately it seemed to » , ran down & man

= on a bycicle. The man sent sprawling, sprang up, and leaving his

o machine in the middle of the road, ran at top speed after us. The

2 driver evidently expeotdiigthe onslaught, bounded out leaving me

(G  stranded and ran to meet his antagonist. With fists olose to each

= nmr'-mutmmm,mnmmmnu

N .mammnm;»xm: 1--1%-4“?

'L:; suddenly a little Fasoist guard appeared. nmmnm |

= -m-c hush, hush chtleres, you must'nt quarrel,® and ol o,
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the rider ran to his wheel, the driver baak to me. Mu i

word of explanation he sprang to his seat md .....“ o

gaily drove off! It had been a beautiful relief to & dull day!
It is not to be supposed that these menacing

- of the nalimmmcronmlbyum;“m‘

occagionally, quick and heavy blows given ut in heat,without
refleotion.-though not without convietion. When this happens in

an international dispute it is s erious.

Ten months after Mussolini became the head of the
Itelian Government he horrified the civilised world by such &
blow. It may be said to be his real mmtﬂ into

Buropean affairs, the first act that made Burope and the |

League of Nations partioularly, realise that they had uhu j

and rather contédmptuous force to deal with. This was in *t

is called the "Corfu Affair.” %
Those who have followed the recomstruction of

Burope since the war will remember that in 1921 the

of Ambassadors formed a commission to settle the

between Albenia and her netghbours, wme of vhioh is Gresoe.
Italian colleagues had occupied themselves pe S S e
the Greco-Albanian line. The Greeks, & .
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nmmtmxminmnmmmm” |
several associates, had been murdered om Greek mumq. “ 2
m%ﬂmumnnm mn-pmimﬂn. |
oconsulates attacked, seals dbrokemn; Mussolini did not wait to
consult the Conferemce of Ambassadors but immediately w
a set of stern demands mmammmuum
in five days, ocapital paninh.nt for all nuv. 50 unm
Ialisn 1ire to be paid within five days, military henours $o
the dead .

Greece acknowledged her guilt by acceeding partially
to the demands; capital punishment for the guilty and indemnity
she denied. Mussolini refused to acoept her changes, and
Burope was still further shocked by a proolamation that the
Italian Government had semt a torpedo boat to demand the surrender
of the Greek garrisom at Corfu, and that the Italian n«m*
was within sight of the island. The island was ocoupied though
not without some tragic bdloodshed.

All of this hed happemed within four days! The
independence of the action, its warlike aspeot M the
wrath prtioularly of England who insisted that the League of
Natiens to-ummmmwmm.wm
Mussolini was inocensed by m-m

*If there had been nw uq_.'” e,
an interviewer, "he would have muxm '




_come dut in order to ensure pesce em

19
similar action against Greece in the case of a British subjeot

Pader

nnoa--ho. a-anmroerutmum:m his
P

adversaries congratulated m ¥ his decision. When in 1916,

several Prench seamen were mlo‘ in Athens, the French

Rty

imposed conditions such as I have imposed and took hostages for
fulfillment. I have ardered the Italian fleet to occoupy Corfu
because I know the Greeks. If I had mot takem lom'iw |
for the piyment of their reparations, I should not have been
able to collect anything from them, If they fulfil my m
and pay up I shall withdraw from Corfu but thay had better
pay quiockly for every week the prioce will go up; naval operatioms
are costly. If Greece for any reason does not pay, we shall
remain indefinitely in Corfu."

As for the claim of the lLeague of Nations that the

affair should be turned to it for settlement: "I ignore

oo-plotg[ its mptm,m mixisg with Italy's

\

)
hanor.n!‘!nprunt affair is not oomprised in the lLeague

paoct bdecause there is no questim of war.”

In all the hubbub, the point of which was that he
meant war, he protested that this was not true. “"There will
not be war," he said, "but it is high time that these little
ntimlmmtnn’uutuwwﬂ;_.
tmportaat power{ My policy is an sbsolutely peaseful cas.
I know that the world is in need of pesce for & lemg tim 1




o . of Ambassadors $ook it up and to them Mussolini was :
e deferential. They accepted with some little -um '

3 the demands that he had made and he accepted their revisions.
e In MUssolini's opinion his policy had triumphed in the amly

— international body that he recognized as having any oemtzcl iz
- the matter. S
g Burope, and particularly the Buropeen press, has watohed
D) Mussolini as a cat watches a mouse since the Corfu Affair.

5= Every move that he has made has been interpreted as a memace

.y to Burope's peace. It seems sometimes almost as if they were

- deternined to exasperate him into violemce. On the whole, he has
& taken it cooly and gone hiswsy. !hqmmhomml

— nmmstatos,butmfuaqﬂomjwowm

1 thg were only peaceful designs , for he has ooncluded in the

i: last three years treaties of commerce or smity or both m \ |
qe. Omecho-Slovakia, Serbia, Roumsnis and Russia, md negotiatiens \\\ |
o are going om with Bulgaria. It looks as if fm spite of the x
(2 "Gorfu Affair” he would soon conclude a new commercial M .

&

(P | with Greece. Inth.mootu‘dmm"h . 5 ‘
i watoh dogs have seen an alliance directed at some meighber, i
but before they were through prophesying evil Mﬂl '
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\mow how atrocious it is - and above all things there is me
nesd to wage war, but ome cammot afford to be oblivious of i%.
manmohm«mmumg_g_mgg-uim_'
aandhe adds something tmportant to oonsider:

* pnere will never be & pericd of peace until

the peoples shall have abandomed themselvés

%o a Christian dresm of universal brotherhood

and shall be able to extend their hands %o each

other across the ocesms snd the mountains:.'

One reason of uneasiness Mussolini has given thu.‘
looking on from the m-tuumtuyuunumw'
attitude, mrticularly his talk of restoring the glory of
Rome. The modern demooratic and socialistie Whu for many
years treated the glory of old Rome with contempt, dbut in
this only the rare Italian shares. It was the past of Rome,
the hope of reviving it that stirred Riemsi to actiom. No
one has been more eloguent in talking of:th- restoration
of Rome than that unadul terated republican Magzini, who
refused to join Cavour, even Garibaldi, in thelr mor ement for a
reunited Italy. Italy was to be united, but as a republic with
Rome 28 her ospital. “Rome is eurs,” said Massini, *God and
men declared it. It is from Rome that we have inherited
the language that makes us brothers. A thousand years of
splendid memories has made her sacred as the mother of Italy
and the center of national unity. ZTwice from Rome uuu o

ruled the universe, twice out of her came the powers
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\‘Lé people.” | |

Py mulmmmmuc-mmﬁ. l-wu

i;i now. hmlmh—lqhdlhrddﬂuyu“ﬂ”

.f; | her, the Rome of the PEOPLE, not & grest industrial oity, mot

:T a city of ocommerce, but a ocity of art, orm,nmm-

S ship, of history, a grest and glorious head of a great and

}fgﬁ" ~ glorious nationm!

';_ But many of his heroes, listening to his talk of

IS_ Rome and of Bapire, jump to the conclusion that he is

1 .% smbitious to do what Rome did, that is, earry outside 0!

Jg Italy's borders the mlo for empifs. He denies this.

L: "Bupire,” he told one who asked him what he meant when he

E used the word in his speeches, '?pm&mulltom-

;; and power is the basis of all living organisms. mm

i: which possesses exuberant capacity for progress is m vy

Qg— ite own nature MW o

E widen the linits of its.ews pacific pemetrstion in the world, ;

(@1 tommztnmuaunmmudm

ng beyond its fromtiers. Does not the histery of the United
& States o America afford us s typleal example n,m !
Ii: of paocific expansion? Is mot Americanm £
'(f in the same way as Italiamn

lh!“dn mpexis
: _nmnumﬂ;f




E of mind, a red virile conduct combative if .-‘( Io!“ Italy

{; must observe in grest intemstional problems. Italy's place

:S among the nations of the world, her great sacrificed during ﬁ' X
;4 Iorlﬁ War, and her m)orant population all give her the right

E»: 40 wider expansion. He who sees aggression in this policy
IE? is a fool." 7 I
;\; This "exuberant"population of which Mussolini . :
Ig_ talks is really the orux of Italy' problem. Rightly viewed, |
= i1t is also the orux of intelligent international pacifimm.
g Unless the metions of the world - partioularly those who .dli.l |
g they wamt peace - are willing to fece the fact that Italy as

E well as Japan must have more rocm on the globo.rndr they

El%_ cannot get it by being alimgfwiﬁ.'omow

!ﬁ; intrigue and force, they are ignoring ome if not the chief

::: danger of war which exist to-day in the warld.ﬁ!hsrouam

'kl: of reformers who thinks that the problem situstien should be

|Q§  solved by birth oon’tro]..' Adyooates of this dootrine '% ,:‘ it

:LE?__ economic regeneration turn up :rroqmtly in rta'."l.y m th

é reobive scant sympethy. The Italiams are $00 .nm ‘atholies

gt o T . ae o mamtind,  dstares

€ thet in Ms Judguent birth eamtrol is selentifieslly unsound.

{ ﬁ—zmym.untoahmotmmmu-huw
> _ i o

i to settle them in sliem lands
@uummmum 0.
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of. It is what they celled “imt colonization® whi
corresponds to the colonisation of unsettled u nd

goes on constantly in the United States. The o
— - lh"dﬂl sontrol - Q ’ Bnalumd friva an
@ = Africa, are being m \

= 7\ serious attention. There are skeptics who nd"z at the hu

hat there is eanything to be hoped of these places, but :
%mlmhdotmmd their resl worth be found out. There
lf\wf' may be minerals in them, and commissions are at work lw

F:i ‘trying to £im out. It may be possible to raise prodwts in
&: | ~ them Italy now " ‘yaku from other countries. There 1? a
F ,' d waging for the conguest of the colonies as m'

2 is for the inorease of wheat. Thus—in—the-fell—of 1986,

o
!

@ they are men and women who are as

i ;

a hw proportion of tin wﬂh
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o

Sff» - fruit raising. !ooondurthoupophum-

%33 econonic burdem is gross unintelligence.

e inother thing that should be taken into oconsideration
o uthoq:;nmuvaIuQrthochmMorthmm

= It se—the—eniy country which went through the war
e whioh is raising a\amm youth. These young Fascists

}:’ nay be more or less fanatical, I think they ave, but it is

lﬁj the fanaticism of labor, discipline, self-gacrifice. Now}

Ié these idess plented in youth instead of the pessimistio,

Ig_ urbelieving egoistic ideas which uu to have won 80 much

E of the youth of England, France and the United States, -h{
\!"_‘ the balance l& Italy's favor economically.

They seem to me to be growing up with Aa notion

that Mussolini emphasises constantly, and that is to mke
the ;:;af'ot vihat you've got. I have never seam youth
so interested as in Italy in institutions with which they are
. sonnected. Looking in Florence one day in a Mlm way
for the cell in which Wrolam I went :la’t.l
church mth. square that bears hun.c. No, ahnll‘
1ittle fellow at the sacristy #oor told me, Savonarola had
nothing to do with that chureh, bub I mast not go watil I

hed seen the dody d m Zﬂn m
}cu - how guita

did not care to see

 (3n spite of uy efforts to get :
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but fimly to the high slter, mmu:muuhm
roruvmm%w. juteﬁut,m" ‘ '
Suddenly from under that sacred mmmw
a horrible grating sound that mdde my soanlp oreep, ﬂlm
under the high altar on a gorgeous cetafalque, lay a llti. |
dead I don't know how many years, black md parched, dut such a
splendid Reman nose snd such long slender bands and feet that
you knew she was patriciam to the bottom of her soul whatever
hexr origin. And such olothes! So many of the Virgins aad
saints have had suoh poor dressmakers togging them up, but
not thie great lady. There was marvelous artistry in hexr
costume. A blad veil fell on each side of her mﬁm

below her shoulders; she wore a white tunic, gold embroidered

ane:ttieoat that ‘came to the arches of her slender foet —

splendid hlack (ﬁff oaq ° umu@nu

gedd. And her jewels!N Rings blazed frm her ﬂ.ngu'a,

there was a magnificent brooch and jeweled chain; also a
be-jeweled crown and a jewel-inorusted bag which m:.y held
mnre jmln. I havm a person so splendidly laid lﬂ.

And what a person she must have rn T dghot Mhnm

I never looked her up fer
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Italian boyhood tor'ﬂg/m and its possessions -~ somsthing

which must not be left out of our reckonings.
This overflowing population of Italsn-nlln'lhtl

other nations. 4+thas meant much %o h'mo since the war, for

Italians by the thousands, have gome in to help h% \

French were mqual?m In the ten years detween 1905
\
and 1914 when the war broke out, we reooiud ® arly two millions

and & gquarter Italians, chiefly men and women who put their mu

to owflabu' Now count the velue to us in dollars and cents
of these people that Italy went Anto the expense of ralsing for
gt nekes & dedbt. We talk much of Italy4s debt to us but

us.
1ittle of ours to her. In the dresry days just after the
Armigtioce, when the Ameriosn doughboy was obliged to stay in
Prance, his job in his opinion done, and his only desire to
get home, there appeared one day in the streets ot Paris,

an American camion on which aome profane youth had hung a huge
banner & which was printed Iin big letters:

we have paid our debt to Lafayette
How who in do we owe?

gomeone might have suggested Christopher Columbus.
He took the troudle to discover us. He was sn Italian though

I believe it was not Italisn money that backed him in his
venture; nuerﬂmiou he was en Ttalian and I &o not kmow

that we have ever paid our debt to him,
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i h might be put in the balance when

QLE: debi—to ue discuss camoelilation. //Italy's m dedt was &
3 :
La\_j funded in November of 1925, two billiem forty two milliom,

A or sbout 1/12 of the entire wealth of the country. It is o
— be psid in gold in annual instellments running over 62 yom.
The anmts ere graded from five million donm in 1926 “

% mmn 19 apd 20 millions in 1946; 38 n:llliena in 1966,

‘G‘ 79,400.000 in the last year which is E987. Where ars they o
Q get the money? When the interest payment on the American debt
6 ceme due in the spring of 1926, there was m pppesl mde %o

z_ the public for 25 million lire. The respomnse was imnediate

é and 1t outran the request nearly four times( Must Italy ge

“i on year after year taking up a collection for us. Gan.‘ :

E America endure the spectacle perpetually for 62 years, of

% people as hard—workins and frugal as ihsLﬂ. straining thﬂﬁm
u:f to pay us who certainly cannot be said to need the money? M
'&— we do this when we think of Christopher Golumbus?

= mlmtmmnuysamynthmmm

= various international disputes that have come up. “He a

(&E | Italy,” one keen observer watohing the Corfu affair ‘ 
i One is imolined to repeat m remark when ‘)h 1""‘:"‘7 Rdover. . |

$his nation ad 1% s to-Gay, acoepbing m




-WMM

i S

m tded xew a'w?fc{:\.aemamt-

(MOLLLEw owd yvol moiLltd owd 298L o

ot -'_n T .rxtanoo edd To ddfoew oxtine mmh

oF yed? exc evedl VOCX el doidw woey #esl qtﬁ u.t
iﬁh aeolyend of¥ mo Fnewmysq :rao'md::.t-oi’a‘ uadw
ot obm Inoqqg & 28w exed] “,qf_;u. To golryga g;{j’ 5“::
sfstbennmt suw oumogney ofdT ,exll motlltm @S teg_.' 2
us "{Ibd" FauM

98D  .ex oY notiosflioo & qu mubisd 'me'c ‘nmi.f"

%o ,erTuey SO 1ot ~;.ELquav-xeq oloctosge odt a'wbm

m.[.ame“ﬁ nickgtoste ,;m& B

iy mD S‘zmmm 64y Foem oY bise

feudmu el vedgodeiwuld Yo Anzdd _'01'1 ::W'

ot a.t ntd Siw ywibtloe wisdl hu( ln.d m



LS

5 27

=

Q’% 1t is right. nwinbomnmmmmow
{; 7 and the nation goes to eating black bdread - and w .tl m
E 1t ie %oo.

a And is then there no opposition, the observer asks
:&— ' himealf oonstantly? There is but you must look for it with a
liﬁ’ Jentern. Here and there, an anti-Fascist will talk to yom,

:i when you have given him reason to believe that he can depend
- apon your pledge mot to identify him if you quote him.

= Often they talk freely, but it is interesting how they

:8 ' gualify their confidences. That is;, there is no

.% ' doubt that practically all those who still call themselves

E anti-Faseists have had their views substantially modified

Lh by what has happened to Italy in Mussolini's four years of

E leadership.

Hg To the unregemarated socialist the man is of course
‘”I: an ont-snd-out remegade. th get 11ttle omsolation fram
QI%? many ¢f their owmn. %He is thc greatest m m""i"l"!l-' in
:i; Amo have aaidL!‘_rgg!ﬂ 1& a visiting body of Italians
B Wiw went to him for comsclatiem, '-i.‘_';ou made & primary mtﬂ-
E— when you refused to take him back after the war." So-timm his
QIJS‘ suocess in winning over grest bodies of their lste follbwers
f}_i uai&gll and mmog:[‘."wﬁ is amaging “ﬂ*mﬂ“ w,
s zake Balogna. P ‘rom being the most M_

nﬁmm,'.mwmn. 'um




Itis diffiocult to bdelieve that such a complete change of
attitude oculd happen in so short a period. *t can anly be
explained by the utter disguet that the former disorders
had caused. mnmo-oumimtothow-d
citisens and to-day they are so regarded.”
“tololop?ha-rhtmandlookatmmm |
that by eight in the merning fill<the corridors, streets, surroud
her public piassa; look into their intelligent bronged faces,
at their virile frame, and you will see the mamner of men
that had been converted to Fascism. You could hardly have a
stronger owing anywhere. The way the doctrine has
penetrated all the nfnau ence violently revolutiomary,
is nnboucvablo.[\ Even the little repudlic of San Marino
which rises out of these eastern plains is anolt violently
Pasoist. Ihmhadmmatumprlnmltuythm”m
entering & public square of ﬂﬂ capital d-w
nbholmmmnwmmusnnuq It is
possible that San Marino went Fascist partly in gself-defense.
It was surrounded by radical socialist agricultural organisa-
tions and 1ts own famers were almost foroed to join hers
meysment . matatmuﬁnupdﬂmlnH'ttmﬁ
have been to heve twmed thi little republie into a Sor et
state! It was not an impossidble m ir m
mdquﬂﬁc“dmmﬂlﬂﬂg |
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g This apparently cp‘ll:uu their enthusiasm when in August of

%\5 1926 Mussolini -dob}‘;ho first visit of his life W theXidlle :
E pipiiaoL a curious fact since he was born not over 30 miles

'L\ away .

igf It is Mussoltnt*s habit to make sudden 4 ashes

= out of Rome to Porli to wiekt his family. It was om ome of

:; these guick visits that he was seised with the desire to see

:; San Marino, so with Dojh Rachele as the Italians call Mme.

,éi_ Mussolini jand his three childrem, they dropped unannounced

Q into the square of the little republic possibly with the hope

I&}\— of not being reocognised. A vain hope <for the first guide who
|§ csme running to offer his services stopped short and saluted -
\;_‘ "Mussolini!"”

= wi:saung

o 9Say nothing sbout it, we have come as » We do
IE not want to be recognisged.” But that of ocourse, was out of the
\f que stion. In ten minutes the whole capital knew that the head of
iu_ the Italian Govermment was on their territory. There was wild
Qlé‘ telephoning to éfficials, the few great in San Marino begam

t0o prepare refreshments; women m de up dbunches of flowers,
children came bearing them. They surrounded him, followed him
as he went from place to place and there was nothing in the |
town or on the orags that he 4did not see. Never a3 the little
town had they had such an exoiting day!

They still tell you about it;-"Mussolini was there,

~ mmaumu;mnnud}mwmm_mﬂi
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the illustrated four-page paper that they got out immediately
in homor of his visit. One of the interesting comments
that is sure to b repeated is that of an old woman, who
Weliga Lrapshepcnisiivey,. exclained “they told me he looked like
the devil and behold, he looks like the Redeemer!®

The most important opposition I have found in
Italy is that of intelligent liberals. I have already noted
in a former article that the libexrals mnm?m-m
made an apparently sincere effort to unite with the Fasecists.
They found it diffigmlt for many reasons and after the
Matteoti affair in the spring of 1924, not a few who had
faithfully oco-operated, withdrew. i

*T have withdrawn entirely,” one man told me,
"although I made an honest effort to work with the PFascists.
No reasonable man will deny that Mussolini has done extraor-
dinary things for Italy. I know sections in which five years
ago no man's life was safe and to-day no man's life is in
danger. But I camnot endure their mammers and their
preposterous claims. You would suppese that before the
Faseists no one had ever done anything for Italy. My
grandfather was a follower of Garibaldi, I grew up in the
liberal traditiom, I have seen wiat the 1ibersls h  dene
aumtmomumw




~ can answer is Y am a m’

50

way of conducting govermment is not ordorly. it hgs ﬂ
dignity, I cemnot consent. It is dangerous too. Mm :
is a man of extraordinary energy and magnetism but no hltn
be sure what will happen when he goes." '

Thoro are at least a few philosophiocal observers
in Italy to whom the whole Pascist movement is a deplorable
retrogression because it idealigzes ancient Rome and is tolerant
of Catholicism. They look on Rome as a savage seizing ﬂt
others had done, using it for herself, licentious, devoid
of spiritunality. They look on the Catholic Church as a
great political machine, greedy only for power on earth, not nt’
all interested in a religion or:&pirit. They believe that
Italy before the war was moving cn an anti-classiocal, anti-
Catholic path and here comes Mussolini with his revival of
Rome and of her ways, with his compromise with the Church,
allowing religious instruction in the schools, putting back
the orucifix. "It is a step backward," one distinguished
scholar told me," Italyi‘a country without 'phumpw and
without character, a country that accepts what is offered it
in politics and religion, one thing to-day lnd another

to-morrow. It has always been so, in mediaval times

mwmaonolphmdayandamlmthq.n
m-:anominh.rctom-dﬂlﬂt‘ .
mm&noﬂdtt.wmm '
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is foolishness. .t is letting others think for you, and as a
matter of fact the Italians want nothing but prepared ideas.
Mussolini is trying to drive Italy into a world that is dead.
Rome is dead. The mew world is a demcoratie, Christian; the
Roman Catholic world is passing. 4t is all stupid, foolish."
This is a philosopher's analysis of the situation.
Here is éno from an . hble professional man of long experience
with men and things, and a man who has known Mussolini JALL
ememmridy " I have been with him um er the
me t trying oironnstanoo‘d,n(lln is a remarkable man, a very
great human being, perfectly simple, natural, sinocere, never a
humbug, but I am not a Faseist and for what I believe to In
sound reasons! Pirst the idolatry that the Italians
have for him is dangerous. Italians love a great man and
when they have one they expect him to do everything for them, they
no longer atteupt to do anything for themselves, they leave
it all to him and they will support him to the dom.. I
have young sons who are fanatics in their devotion to
Mussolini, they M for him to-morrow. Now, they expect
too much from him and when he falls as he may &t any time, there
is great danger of reactim . People who love so famatically _
are bitter in their revolts.A'Then we can umm :

public ﬁ matters; it is not because the m
is because the funatioism of his followers is
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will not listen. My boys dbrook no oriticism, no guestion.

|'There is grave danger from his alliance with ﬂ : * V
Vatholics. The Church is always watehing for opwﬁll e
to inarease its temporal power. Since the war it Ingbeen S
0iligently strengthening itself in every country in Burope. |
Mussolini is in danger from the Church, the church is ﬁuos, |
he is not; he is frank, natural, direct and able, make no

mistake about that; a great and remarkable man, but he is not e e

dn intriguegl -the church is."

But how could any man hope to govern Italy and
disregard the Catholio Church? Even Garibaldi who was a
fierce anti-Catholic until his conguest of Sieily, m his
rule by appearing in his red shirt at a high mass in the '
cathedral at Palermo. ®“e had a revolution to save!

So far as I have been able to discover, there is no
serious attention given by the Fascist Gorm to the |
oriticisms of this class. Their chief anxiety is lest m
chief be murdered. There is a‘,t..li.n; at IM.“&”
that the whole stmmo might go to pleces, that the -u
forms of government halme weakened, that thonwmmm’
complete or at 1oaltao5 mxmumm' ' |

They do not now see the
stand the strains of Mussolini's removal as
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QE on Mussolini's life led him to tell them that they need have no
\igf, fear and that everything had been provided for in case of his death.
[i Now, just what did he mean? Probably that the King would declare
= what 1s called in Italy #A'state of siege® that is put the

;; ocountry under martial law. This would continue until he was

.E;T. convinced that there was no danger of serious disaster. He

: would then appoint a successor who undoubtedly would be a

g" | Pasoist - one of a half dosen strong men who have been in the

Ig movement from the beginning and whose ability has been proved.

= The present counsel would continue so would she ministries af (zacf™

qk
<
g mnw-n‘-—n-, the Parlissient, which as we

® have already seen, is three-fourths Fascists, would ocontinue

its work, so would the new senate half of which has been m de

by recent decree syndicalist; that is the government Mussolini
G0 0.

has evolved would ceméisme Qo back this sovmmtb/ﬂln

would be the same powerful ma chinery that is backing him: -

the national militia whioch is old Fascist army oreated in

M»w%aw.
the revolution betweem 1919 and 1922;ih the various
dcpart-ntl entirely Fascist. Tha is, the whole structure,

built to withstand assanlt, would undoubtedly lime together for a
time. Whether it would endure permsnently, continue its
development of the Corporate ShM,W’M hmclﬂz
gospel of "disoipline® “erder” and -&“&'* woula m |

~ partly on the strength of the leadexs who
partly umabmwu'mun-,m
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together an opposition.

Probably the greatest danger would bo from the
Pagoist themselves if Mussolini were assassinated. i m
mean a revival at points at least, of the old W“
violence which would be hard for a new leader to quell m
indeed it turned out that he was of m}nw‘a type. But as
we have already seen, W‘t think that he will
be taken off, andaalmgash.lr-am tholuhmil; Italy
is safe. Indeed, she is growing stronger day by day, both
within and without.

When I came to Italy four momths ago, I Mﬂl-n
lit tle over 30 lire for uf&-y dollar of Ameriocan m/ M
I am receiving 26. Now that, allthings oonsidered , is q :
substantial improvement; it encourages the country, it m
confidence outside. To be sure it works woe to the mm.
The stronger the lire the more inflated stocks will ‘Iml..,
The quiocker they go the better for those who labor. |

But will he remain the man ke 1s? The seeds of &
man's downfall are in himself. mm-nﬂﬁs | \\\
exercises is frnitful soil for human m lllhl' unn
judge, there is no present danger of his m.ua;m ither ﬁ
two pitfalls which have mtruppoa thlhrn ‘l
rulers in the past. There is ﬂ sign ”‘

head. hmuhmmzi

simplest ‘of man - also the most




35

has been—except in certain radical flurries, whem, according to
some of his 0ld associates, he left off his collr MMQ.
fur cap,— Most immaoulate inlnclho uamom“ .
now and entirely unconscious of his clothes. He seems not to
have been from the beginning of his power troubled in the least
by the presence of the great-kings and queens. SWha would this
Whrbarian ée at a queen’s table,” people asked, when at the |
degiming of his government inm Rome 1+u necessary for him to
be invited. The reports of those who have seen him are that

he shows in royal presence the deference of good taste ﬁm
any impairment of personal dignity. The late Queen wu
who entertained hia is said tc have remarked in c%'n his
surprising ease and dignity of manntr/ "He is not only m
but handsome,” and this is the commnt of meny women who m{

soolally. //
mmnmummummuuw&"f e

feiends or visitors, he is genial and smiling mm*n
work with him 1f awed by his amazing power mthm
by his personality full of smrprises J#ﬂdﬁ’ m

apparently nojjver weakens. They say he is never mali il
though he may fly into a rage. Those who go %o m uﬁ ‘.
formed dn his public lﬂubiiammtoh.. ﬂl‘w*ﬂ
he telks to then mm;mwm*

he is “cala, m:!./"‘.:...*s o @itfarent man
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QE Sess @ the platfers - Ppewertul, m,%

EL | A fine trait of Mussolini's is his interest in the

= affairs of the moment, M e |
;ﬁ: can-inierest—him olf in everything, #. is 1ike & ohild,” one

:“i’_, ofhis associates told me."” "He is um.m s wants to know m
?l% everything.” Those who have been called into conference with

::i’ hhonmnattuﬂhiohhshnnotﬂncbuﬁmm&mtﬂ
?— Wtommz.munnsnrwnw.-ﬂg
B

'; ali sorts of questions, imsisting on precise explam tiomnj,

?“&i delighting in every new point, quick as a flash %o seize the

é essential. This intentness of interest is shown in public

Jg gatherings, shatever he is doing gives his whole mind to it.
IOE tth.iapiminsmahadsohe orgotsovorythlnsmmm
E tonxitfunlyandatthoproporpomt;whnhoum
:§ troeplymgotanidnh.uuallthom;muhum
\il the bands of childrem who pass befors him his face is a study
QE_ in gentleness. At _sxhibits, particularly at the annual

|% wheat exhibvits, his knowledge and enthusiagm are & tremendous
(5_ pride and stimulus to the growers. Lagt August there was a

= grain exhibit in Rome by the farmrs of the surrounding
ocountry. Mmatﬂﬂdmmth
wmoyimummmmmmm
produced remsrkable results. Grower after grower dis ;
heods of whest frem the hesvests d3a4/5/6 M
umsmotmmhmﬁﬂi
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& wbAlievable. Mussolini understood well what this meamt,

s he exulted over i, shook hands with the growers, ocongratulated

— them, and when the chairmen mde his speech, )(nn-u-‘

= the chair whewe he—sat exactly as Theodore Roosevelt Weuls-

'L:: done-42 JbebamiNg—to somebody i€ was recounting that which

:i; | interested him, on the edge of his chair, bursting with

:;T“ enthusiasm. There was no doudbt about the effect on a body

Ig:— of hard-working agrimlturistlf?hi- honest joy of Mussolini's

8_ over their achievement. The entire lack af pomposity, of

%— superiority over them stimulates their pride. le makes them

é feel he 1s one with them in the wheat Battle.

\::_ Another pitfall into which he shows no signs so far of *
E falling, is that of greed. M ussolini lms no fortune |
'% and there is no evidence that he has any idea of mak ing ome

} out of his position. His salary as Prime Minister is something

&; 1ike nﬂlsooo.oo a yeaxr. The State pays for functions which

Té Mussolini insists mmst be handsome, worthy of a great State.

&

& But as for himself, he has in Rome only a little apartment

g with one maid to take care of him. His family he keeps at

Porli a town mixed with his fortunes from boyhood, the place
where he m rried Donna Rachele. Here she with lex three
mamannmuqf.ammuumw
now and thend ashes. M’.phhnhmdhm
of Rome for his family, he is contemptisus. mmm-.
the association, the flattery, ma-.-qt




38
of life would be dangerous for the childremn. He does not want
them "spoiled®. His indifference to money disturbs some o& :
his colleagues. They tell him that he should provide for the
future of his family. 1t does not interest him. His boys
mue t make their own way, he-says, aﬁh. dia.
One who knows him well tells me that Mussolini

does not even carry a pocket book, that he

knows what he s or has not, [Tacks the money-sense. *t is
rather that he never forgets where money comes from. "Labour
produces money," he says, "it is sweat of the people's brow.®
50 he takes oniy his salary as Prime Minister, althon;h at the
present moment he is filling five different secretaryships
each of whioh carries a salary. He is glad he says to donate
the salaries o these officers to the r;ation.

Aygexrione element of uncertainty in the Itallam
gituation comes from the strain he gives h;s physiocal and mental
powers. The newspapers use regularly one desoriptive m

for Mussolini's day -~ "the most laborious day of the Head of the

‘Government." lie is a man who does nothing bdbut mk.m

hours of every twenty four are ususlly spent in public labors,
he usually sleeps but three hours; his exerocise at M is
horseback-riding in the morning, though he mm?m 3 r ‘
and is, I am told, a rather brilliant !’m.
drives his own notcra;rwimlr. l‘ll ‘
are resding and musie. He is a mu 14




b books, pamphlets, newspapers - not only Italian but Prench,
o Bnglish, German. if the bulk of these are politieal,

= ™ soolal, economic, he enjoys both fiction md poetxy. '-a o ‘.

t'ﬁ Italian in his passion for musio and plays the uﬁil s .‘i
by fairly. e has played it since he was 18 years old. “ it
p things are trying, problems knotty, he can be heard “m .

A playing quietly to himself. Throﬂe;h all the Corfu -tm _

o his chief consolation was his violin.

Of one thing we may be sure; if Mussolini discovers

e that this strenuous life is telling on his faoulties, m

~
e o

- hie energy snd will, he will guickly enough apply to m
g the discipline he preaches in all mitters. Indeed, m

eo he done that in the matter of diet. Before his illness in
2 " theYopening months of 1925, he is said to have been a hearty
e careless eater. Ko is abstelfous now everywhere excepting :

= possibly at public functioms. e calls himself "dry" though he
QG will tell you if the subjeoct comes up that he would not m

5 Ttaly dry, that he thinks working people need & little wine

or beer at the end of the day. His reason is that it remews
their sogial sense.

Wherever you probe into the man's
him strong or capable of being stresg in auy |
mhﬂpnt&mmmhw."
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8- explained in a mreceding article. ;

Profound as is his faith in this creation, deeper and
more impartant than all im his mind is the retum o “diseipline,
ordexr and labour.% &mﬂlﬂumwvtow‘ 1T
the necessiiy of these qualities. One of his most impressive
recent on this text was a historical paper on the
long and costly struggle of ancient Rome to make a plaoce
for herself in the Mediterraneam, transforming herself from a
land to a ses-power. The story was told to give him a
olinching illustration of the qualities he believes essential
in Italy to-day, an opportunity to drive in the two sentences
with which he concluded Lis addressy "the greatness of Rome as a
seapower was ihe result of long sacrifices, inoredible
tenacity, indomitable will. These qualities conguer
to-day as they will to-morrow and always."™

These preachings of his not only touch the oommon
sense of matureX Italians, xt they stir idealistic youth,
stir it to(training in trol, in saorifioce, in
eo-operation{ I hear a certain class of liberals say that

this is training in slavery but they refleot that form of

trained to these hard virtues is organised. Half |
Italy are in a kind of boy-scout organisation @ 2.




o e

Balmam a Genevese boy who mnwmmm

ocontrolled the city and were exasperating the people by m

~ brhality, picked up & stone uvne day when the orowd was

partioularly incenced at some mjust aoti.on of their tm

and cried "shall I start it?" hurling the missile as he lalﬂ &‘

at the head of the Austrisn commander. mumthebeﬂnﬂasd-

a revolt which chased the foreigners tmw To-day ms.m*u
statue in Cenoa is a favourite point of pilgrimage for w. |

of Pasoistd boys. You meet them com to the great stations
ot-Gemou, hunireds of them in black shirts always, howsver

| heterogeneous the rest of their garmentd may be, filling
the air with their ories of "Eja Eja Alala® ° or with the -u-m

1

Mussolini had in mind when he arganised the boys, he won].d s {

of their marching songs, G:I.ovannua 1f it were mm M

hardly allow young Balilla to becom their herol It is mw '
else, it is the profonndnt kind of belief baged on his om
hard experience with men, his own efforte to establish sous

form of soolul demoorsay in Italy that has led him to the

no society can progress mopt in proportion wi
discipline, 1abor of the masses of the m

_has left not only to Italy, but nm )






