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AMUSRAENTS OF FIFTY YRARS AGO L Gl

' The average mt-uwﬂl ““m of “ &lﬂ" ¢ S

of 1ife. A favorite savw summed up his phnuo'lv - 'ﬂl -d

»00 play mekss Jask a dull boy.* He believed in m .“. -h-'-; :
'NMM in keeping it in its place. N

A1 the four agencies in mnmnvu. -nuﬂ 4
had y.u bou. scoepted this average mm-- vun- _ la “
of their importance these agencies were - the leme = m
the School = the Town. It would be teo mush to w * the
authority of each was clearly defined, its activities
Gertainly it would be too much to say that their oo
salways pesseful, uncritieal. A good deal w w
leaders of the moment. A school superintendent in had
general grouch against 1ife eould do much to dl.umc the -
efforts 67 a happyeminded teacher to mare school ® MtSle gager
for har pupils, the task of amusement KGF for the Heme. The
harassed head of a family cowld shut dewn on m mm.
km them from cn:wm M others wcvuol. !hno ﬂl: ;
the ctnhnnt. But they were recognized as ﬂl"t ever
soubined 'lo get rid of thea as best they ocould.
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The spverest eritie of omr a--utsP the M. v
'& dietates were generally asespted. The stermest ohupeh l.n
our town was that to vhieh my family llbnrlbu mmu--
Episeepal. The Methodist BEpiseepal's uutpuu forbade
daneing, eard playing, thestre geing. Hewever, even xmx
members 1ike my father were frequently able without vielemse i’o

I~ their oomtoaus o interpret the rules to suit their mu-um.
The er stood in the way of father's going to th. '

clnui or to the theatre. The first play I ever saw, I u'
-mi him « Jo Jefferson in "Rip Van Winkle®, my mother sternly
disapproving. | |
How he would have enjoyed her final conversion to tho
theatre. It was long after his death. ala e uutm me 4in
New York. I took her to ses 'Shore Acres®, she met realising whers
she ws going. She sat through it like a ehild, porfoct -}Qb
ment , and when a 1little later I suggested s second ;:I.w m
you like to go?" *Yes," she said deoidedly, "I suppese it 1 '
wicked but I would.® | ;
Properly the task of finding daily amusements lay
mainly with the family. They had us on their hands and must suit
the amusements to our .cc""‘.nd our temperments. In s0 far as
pessible they insisted both for their own peace of'ltnd uullnll‘
health that play should be out of deors, partioularly in o.
younger years, say up to High Schoel. Ve played mu M ln
the md or on the bleck. You were by no means to n ofl’ m
block. Your erowd was the meighborhood a-o'l. st ﬂm i < A
limitation stretohed as High Bchool dnyl appﬂuhod nnd nu ” n.




Areiqr Janajiad 901103 Auaybelly ‘yy6T-068T UOHBII0D 118GIEL "IN BPI 8YL "#TOZ ‘sbew [eubia

bhegan to make acquaintances outside the neighborhood, extended
your crowd, your gang.

We had many games and how wvigourous they werel
There was tag and hand ball and leap frog and jumping rope and
running races and pitching quoits and bean bags and hoops.
There was Hop Scotch, Ring Around a Rosie, Run Sheep Run.

Hahg of these games had a hiding and finding theue,
"fide and Seeg%@:he favorite stand-by or "Hide and Find", as it
was sometimes ggllod. In "Hide and Seek" it was a person you
hunted. We gave variety by substituting an article « "Button,
Button, Whéﬁﬁﬁgkthe Button®? It was made more difficult by blinde
folding "It", the person chosen to do the hunting. “It" was named
to catech, to tag, to find, and was released only when he caught,
or taged, or found a victim who in turn became "It."

Unquestionably the most important outeofedoor amusement,
whatever your age, whatever your group, was the picnic. It was
the great standard American summer play activity. S0 important
was it in our household that we had a complete picnic cutfit « a huge
tin coffee pot, a string of tin cups, tin spoons, three-tined
forks, steel knives, tin plates, unbreakable dishes which were
kept sacredly for the picnic - alwaysshiny, always clean, always
ready for the moment when somebody said, "What a lévely day,
let's go to the woods for a picnic.”

The church made its chief contribution to our gaiety
by an annual Sunday School picnic to which everybody in the
church was invited. A question which myged leng before the

Sunday School picnic, threatening sometimes to divide the
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wanted it to be somewhere on the eare. _ Theix mm G
8l the dangers of taking a large mamber of 1ittle and Mg
ehildren on & train, veted tcn\mg,wmmum!ﬁu
by piemic wagons. However, wo generally managed $o sot owy
tables and play our games near a bedy of -tn.tht htnm
great desideratum toR:thnlu o6 Sunday Seheel and m /’
In zmnumun.naumn-tuxxmuumum '

- tewne rapidly dmxmd pionic parks clese to bouu ot M

There wms at least three within our reach. One, & m lltll
body in our lecal nmndobynnottoohuhhl. nth
beating and hlthlu flanked by cleared wpeds, fiti.‘ ﬁp “ﬂt
tables. More exoiting were the two lakes. One, & m-t ﬂtm
body, enly twelve or fifteen miles fram Sewn; the m ity
miles awmy already becoming nationally knews _
To take the Sunday Sehool to Chautsuqua and bt:l.n; !.t tﬂk witheut
accident was a feat which called for nerveeracking care m
direetion. But I have known it to be done. |
I think we Zeally had more fun at the little
Mere you fished and often eaught something, alse hthu. N
boys and men in sheltered coves stripped of course; the um
and women in full view clothed in bathing suits which m ’IMC
be considered nov a sight to see. They were high 1! mim:.
long sleeves, the drawers buttoned over leng blask ste |
pulled above the knee. And this chaste outfit was alw
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Wile the Sunday Sehosl picnic was the m'- m
outeofedoor sontridution $o the joy of our lives, ﬂu to-'o .
was sertainly the Fourth of July esledration. : :

Fourth of July began when the ¢lesk stiusk tmnu
the third, began vith the ringing of bells, the Sesting eof .
whistles, the firing of eannons and fire arms. Ny W
time the ears of the commnity were deadeusd o sewnd by She '
steady bombardment of big and little and giant erackers. ,Ij:
one had ever heard of a safe and same Fourth of July at that
time. o
Our celebration was always something mors thln ® u-:.
affair for we were the biggest thing in a radius of Ao tmty
miles and usually were host to all little towns and uttmn-
and farmers in the eirocle. !Mymtnnﬂthodm :
could muster « bands and military companies in w-tomf
regalia, pretty girls on floats - all hoping to win thl
offered. :

The parade began at ten o'cleck and by She tm “ ‘l
over you were pretty well exhausted. You did not go %o m plk
to hear the speeches of the lecal orators if you seuld m. '
yourself, but later in the day did go to see the ball game
between your High School team and soms neighboring Nine m
by the °70's dise baseball had besn developed until all M!ﬂ
schools as well as every town had its tean. It was g '

national sport.
Fourth of July always ended in & bembardment d’

fireworks on which the town never spared expense. M m Ilﬂt




a grand blast of rockets and Roman candles, accompaniment to
g:an American flag which was touched off to the sirains of
%'Star Spangled Banner® played by all the visiting bands,
%generany on different keys, no two coming out at the same tine.
§Heverthe1asa. it wae a grand exciting noise. Then came
igigantic pin wheels, explosionsof Roman candles, eruptions of
rncketa and with every one our long drawn, "Oh."

The display ended with a many colored flower basket,
out of which poured Roman candles and rockets until the sky
blaged with colored fire. When it was all over you went home

roud of your town. Another night when you were content with
your world.

But worse luck not all our amusements could be carried
on out of doors. To begin with you were not supposed to gad
about after darkioven when in High School. Not only the family
bput the Church, and schodl and town insisted you stey in as a

jrule afier supper. The town had a nine o'clock curfew; the
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®© backed up your father and mother in their often repeated, "Harly
@D
©to bed and early to rise.” But that did not mean that there

1

Swas no fun going on after supper.

Ae

We were fitted out with many gaues « backgammon,
dominoes, checkers, parchesa, authors, numbers, in which young
and old joined. lMany households played cards, but a deck was
never allowed in our house. Iy father who stretfhed the

discipline in the matter of the theatre was firm here. He had
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seen too much of the iniquity of gambling in his pioneering to
be able Lo endure the sight of the innocent card.
There were many games which taxed our wits e
riddles, puzzles, quotations, charades. We always had a dash
of magic, somebody who could play bewildering tyricks. Along in
the "20%'s and early '80's a wave of table tipping struck us.
I joined a group. We sat silent in a dim light, little fingers
touching, tips on the table. 1Night after night, the table would
begin to rise on one side, rise steadily, until some one scared
pulled away her hands and the spell was broken. Finally I
began to suspect that our leader was skillfully exercising a
pressare on her side of the table. It was not difficult to
gset up a courtar-aebimg pressure if I placed myself opposite.
The upshot was that I ruined the table tipping of our particular
group, but I felt a little ashamed of myaelf « never told.
Bverybody danced of course, the polka, the schottish,
the mazurka for the two_somes. There were the square dances, the
Virginia Reel and the Cotillion, the Quadrille « great fun all of
them. The square dances made the parties extraordinarily noisy
and jolly, sometimes rough and tumble. And this depended n§
little upon the fiddler and his calling off. Not infrequently
these fiddlers were happy go luckies, half vagabond, famous
for their shouting and their jokes.
The dancing became more formal when you were old enough
to have a beau and go to real parties. Then you were not so

much concerned with being gay as being proper.
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In all this daneing I took no part. I was a nmember
of the methodist Church and took my discipline sericusly, but
at home I played the pianc for a romping younger sister and
her f:ienda e "llonney Musk" « "Pop Goes the Weasel" - "The
Irish Washwoman® = jJolly little tunes which I banged out on the
piano with great vigor.

But we by no means depended entirely on home-made
amusenents. Like every inland town of three or four thousand
or more in that day, particularly if it was growing and
prosperous as was ours, there was an ambition to persuade people
to support what were called "good things.®” This was particularly
strong with us after we had arrived at the elegance of an Opera
Houae; Back in the *70's and '80's I heard in this towm,
five hundred milea from New York, not only Jo Jefferson but
gsingers like Christine NWeilson and Clara Louise Kellogg; great
speakers like Wendell Phillips, James Parton, Arnna Dickinson,
Qlive Loegan. Ola Bull playad his vielin for us several times..
That is, we were getting regulariy a taste of drama and oratory
and music, the best the country had to offer.

But there was plenty of commoner amusement like the
Bohemian Glass Blowers and Peak's Family Bell Ringers - fascinating
attractions. And there were things ealled vulgar. Our town
once supported for several weeks Dr. Hoffman's museu%wwhich
offered a bearded lady and an educated pigxwhiah'iﬁkgv great

regret I was never allowed to look.
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The fraternity of hawkers and walkers which played
guch 2 part in the entertainment of inland folks in earlier days
was not yet entirely dissipated. The most delightful of these
to many grown ups, as well as to youngsters, was a hand organ
man with his monkey. You would go without your pandy to give
that moﬁhpy & penny. Sometimes instead of the monkey was a
parrot that swore at you competently to the great distress of
your elders, But he told your fortune for an extra penny and
yeou never held his profanity up against hiéﬁgour amazement over
2 bird that talked.

In all this amusement food played an immense part.
¥n that two hours after school before supper when you played in
the yard or on the block until exhausted you threw yourself
down to rest on the grass Mother often appeared, "Children,
wouldn't you like a cockie?" Or if she forget you reminded hex.

Qur indoor evenings nearly always ended up with sonme
kind of refreshment. There was the taffy you made and pulled;
there was pop corn you popped and chestnuis you roasted. The
best homeemade sweet I remember was maple wax. The marvelous
larder prepared to see us through the winter always included hig
and little cakes of maple sugar. Ve melted the hard sugar,
poured it on snow and while it was still soft ate it. Delicious.

Tach festivity had its own particular important dish.
If you went out of town for a party as we so frequentily did in
the winter « a bob sled load for a dance taking along the fiddler
you had chicken, preferably fricassed with plenty of waffles.
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One of the tests of the success of the Bunday School picpig & p
- Ve ONDMLAAL ", 7
was whether the ice cream lasted as long as anybody é-

Church Suppers advertised the cooking ability of the leading
ladies. There was much rivalry. I remember particularly that
over scelloped oysters. The six quart pan of sealloped oysters
ny mother usually contributed always came back scraped to the
vottom. sut she told e with satisfaction of other pans which
were left half full. "You can't make good scalloped oysters
out of eyster crackers,” my mother would say scornfully.

But it was the Christmas dinner which was the high
food spot of our year. It had all of the quality of a great
ceremony, largely because we were so long preparing for it. You
began in November with the making of the mince meat, the plum
pudding, the fruit ocake. And you had your part from the start.
You seeded the raisins, you picked the meat out of nuts, you
chopped the citron. When the mince meat was done you felt you
were represented in every jar.

Then there was the loang discussion over the turkey.
One would suppcee we never had turkey excepting Christmas. we
did, but no other turkey was of consequenca. Weeks beforehand was
the question of where it should be bought. It wasn't a matter
of leaving it to the regular bhutcher for he had given us a tough
bird one Christmas and we had never forgiven him. Se we began
te look about the countryside for the farm which had the most
promising flocks. And finally we chose one, ordered it, discussed
its points. Then came the question of stuffing - plain, with
oysters, with chestnuts. We were really acquainted with that
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Surkey defore 1% eams iato $he howss.  And when 18 m.» e
pl.’. um:mm:.mmmmui“'&'
‘only te look at ttultwumbum !nw

wendered whether the oven would be big m te nu t&

and vhat would happen {f it wamn'$.

Bverything in the Christmas nuun M“M 5
up to that Christmas atnned, nazy So the Mowr whem. o P .i; |
everything on the table, the doors were Shrews epen. uy ﬁfhv
always asked a blessing on our foed, dut the noutu he u-u
at Christmas had a spseial quality, a cheke of mum n-ttp.

{n his voice as he thanked the Lord for that whieh ﬂ m ;).It
to partake. R

And wve were gay. There was huhtu llld Jiill
until filled to the peint where we oould not take on mmv i
mouthful we left the table, generally cnmin; ‘aleng’ 'ﬂh ll ;
the nuts, raisins and candy, to munchas we sat Zor a 1~ Mﬂ
together in beautiful oontont, talking it over. T

did it al1
Wy .nu l:“h::ﬂ ‘lv
tang difficult to capture Soday? / There e the bels

community in which for the day at least mv. ﬂu u ﬁ

said was anybody, wantod everybedy to be fed and m m ﬂ
eager to do his part. - There was the ompmtton of all .

Then we were mot so surfeited with amusement that we had .

the odge of anticipation, that presious element im jay. Waem

the Yourth of July was over we began Mtuuﬂnmm

_pienie, then Halloween, and then Christmas. - mzm m

Was New Years and Valentine's Day snd May Day mtu. mnﬁ;



And for all of these great days you must prepare.

You made your Valentines unless you had saved your own money to
buy them. You made your liay Day baskets and hung theu yourselves;
you shelled, popped and strung the corn for the garlands on the
Christmas tree, gathered and stored your chestnuis, ran errands =
no telephones yet remember « you were a part of the thing to
which you were looking forward.

And no little satisfaction in taking a part was that it
taxed your ingenuity, invention, adaptation. It kept you on your
toes; you saw that your fun depended partly at least on your
contribution « a great lesson. Even if in the end realization was
less than you had hoped nothing could destroy the joy of your

effort and of your dreau.



/

Amuaemant;- (M W %

//z— The program inclued going places. You did not ‘o
limply for the sake of going, you went as a planned r.lt.g -.jf

" too much staying at home, eye or nerve strain. To go tog th.}t_

sake of going, to gad about the world, to memisk come momd PN e

say, "I met so and 80." "I saw so and 80."  No, that was

not 1it. You had really & purpose.
In our family the goings were very modest. A tTip
I remember was when I was a little girl - my father took ﬂhé _
whole family to Cleveland....cNot.an easy trip in those days. |
It meant two changes of cars. It was our firit-big\to!n'and
there being money in the bank at the moment we were all out-

fitted with caps and coats and armfuls of toys and my -mother

bought things she envied. And for the first time we stayed all o

night in a hotel. Very vague in my mind ‘but it was something

pig and wonderful. Although what counted was the new hat and

the doll I carried back in my arus. And then there'w!re shortlt
trips and alwaya there was the idea that we would go ﬂith '

when he
¥ather/went on business to New York - see Brooklyn Bridgo.

That somehow had caught my imagination which Father had seen when

" he mmmkximymx had gone on one of his business trips.

. So that in all this amusement there was the cnll of th¢ 
world what you were to see, but it was to come losioally Ihcn

you could afford it, when you had time, when you roally ncodnd l .
change. a more drastic change.ih The egcusiann tnr. allc s“part ;

of the amusement of 1i£b./- _.Bvery town. 8o I realiai nol. 1 Fhll e

-




_ ‘on
i \X\Fool because there were hoy-.

‘.

i

\by proving that she had & mind a8 good as any boy. proving tha$
I

every town of every size. There were ltlt;h:tlllt !toqunutlf

the fine old road houses of the. dayl when you tr.tellod hy coadh :
Here there was a uniform chickan:mupper, chickcn and nlrtloo e
sometimes, but chicken always. You took along the rtddlor or
perhlpl:g; was a very grand party you took along the ornhnntra. _ Y
In oﬁr town we had an exceptional orchestra as I look hlok on lt

now with a man who was & natural musician who had aomchov b
acquired excellent training. His orchestra and band '!-.thn;.
finest in all that part of the country and in great dmmd rd-#-_
swagger pgrties. It was very ewagger, indeed, when wc.ﬁoﬁiﬁ' :

hire Coleman's orchestra for a party at some out-of-town plao.. f

_fThen you came back in the bob sled, snuggled up. wlao lndion ot

[ today freguently look meaningly at you when you apoak of thc hob

sled. The boy was there likely to put his arm around ynu hotaro '
you got home, but he was pretty sure not to do it until h.~hsd~
made certain that his tentative efforts were welcome. 'Ahd'ﬁid~f:
'ha kise you goodbye at the door? It took a long time to got

' you to a point where you ‘allowed that. ltxlllxxtll!x;x In ny 2

day in college in a co-educational institution we went to ltudy
not to foregather with the young men and as they still lookod on

us with considerable misgivings we were very oarorul of our unyl.

| However, now and then a young women crept in that didn't have thc

same feeling about scholarship, her duty to vindicato tha llx

| she could take care of herself in male aocicty '1thou$ L3 chnporﬂbn“fff
e ubuld creep in who had no feelings about that uho likcd thl:'”

}V“”‘ Wm{\ﬁ,k SLJ/- 7 Q 7

&



'-dilnpprovinc tones that lsbﬂ#bﬂ&l&b'.ﬂ”llln k '

237 them better."

- instructor had a sense of humor. _ fzd -[‘ L';f;gifﬁfw; i

_thero was .no appropriate jingle you lans uny old t
'oame in your head. It was part of our uny ot o;pw&asing our

. joy in 1ife. And coming home from the bob aled
 there was always much singing, partioularly 1n coll  J~f1

5ta1king about but we hnd our great daya qnd ws had dhr~qnﬂi

1 :nnq;pgct¢d=o?qnto.,' ll the tounl.grtw thoy all ncqu:

eyed, blonde headed 11tt1e minx, tnm u _"

the door. An instructor in our group took her 3;”:
Buo 11ltonod with down cast qy.., than !iiltng thagp

| oyon said in & 1isp which :tl;t;xhalllxl:l:;l-n; u;. ﬂﬂ.?q‘
' elements S
her chief pakmks in her stock and trad.. 'Ihy ‘Hiun nnyl.

you think it is wrong to kiii the boxn! I thoushz 1t .

Of course the .ANBWeTr WaS noilod nbroad tor th.

All tﬂwieugamea and dnnoins wnro dono to nnrt er

_1esa hilurioul singing.' Ilny ofeour: llﬂ“ t‘ ‘330 F‘IV'¢ ﬁﬂ;ff :f

jingloa - "Ring Around a nolie. 8 Pot tull ot Pq;t‘i {ﬁ;fff””
g; .

”.;C;_,

old college songe have stood up pratty well. b '_;}', f;ﬁ@9§ﬁf;

dislppeared but the. more aontimantal ones hnva lnstod.

'Boeing Nellie Home"™ saemn to be au good now an 1t 'nt 1n thn

jdnya of our bob sled parties and nearly a&wnys you.wunt ta bod'f‘fiﬁ'

“1{-

with the straina of -eooa night z.-ao-- rins:l.ng in you: hm"r

# 5 Theao ura tho regular amuaemnntl that I hl?






Games:

The point seems to be that we had few simple
motives on which our leading games were founded. We hid and
hunted for things. We made this hunting more difficult at
times by blinding ourselves. - We had differenﬁﬂmovements aw
a football player = a: Button, Button, Who“ap the Button? ﬁ
the passing from hand to hand. There was drop the handkerchief
played on the same motive, finding new placé;.to hide, new
movements to bewilder, new questions to puzzle, but they were

211 based on the few primary movements. There was zest in the

games and came largely from the variations we were able to invent.



Amusements Indoors:

When tha weather mndo thono outdncr llﬂll
imposaibla your activities were tp trunsrcrrod to thn burh”atz
- to the house. After school bofore dark you could plny‘yaur

noiaoat ganes in the barn, but the evening ohnng.d tha éholo aﬂ,:_i?
- "_;.ma o

situation.  You were not supposed tq go gadding abo
dark. All of the institutions governing you dec Lod on thlﬁ;f;ui ?

‘| :
~and the town had a nine o'clock curfew\ It : only th@

bad boys and girls who had the dsaird.so run, ' 3t!§lﬁ ldd uiro

rebellious against
/&hn public opinion on the subject and war? ure to bring puailhm

ment in one form or another. But 1if youis could not bo out you L

were not neglected. There was & regular ﬁiogram of snmel acr
indoors in every well regulated fami Ve T eyrwuro by no mounl

all quiet games; there was a wide,iango of theso - bldkﬂﬂ.lﬂﬂﬂp
checkers - parchesa - authors --humber:ﬂikfwa playad them all.,_é LQ
And games that called for quicker w%% - p&lli%‘ —'charada. _:ﬁ]ije}*
and there were adaptationa of all our favorite out-cf-door e

ha hidins of t

games - the same motive running thr?ugh them -
thing, something to be found. “You wedR put out tho co;;sny
hid, then called ¥ and the search began. You . : .
were warm, hot, cbld. colder, frozen. And so 1 .waé.kqpt ﬁb fifi;f
unt il the tiquwaa up and you had either found thd artiolo or .

were a booly/ Blinding the seeker was often dono 1n tho soekins

geres - a yariation of Blind Man's Jnuif - or Qntting the tail

on the donkoy. 1l:xltn;xxumlxnx!xtlznx The one lna could dori

 some new Variation. use his 1mginat1on and 1n1tm-.1n on th

1 bld theme was loudly applauded, booamo_a_leader._; ;:;?f3jf"
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