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Miee Ida M. Tarbell,
120 E. Nineteenth S8t.,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Miess Tarbell:

Voure of December llth received, for whioch I thank
you. Ordinarily I woculd not have made thie suggee tion
of your coming Weet, and did Bot really believe that
you would be able on euch short notice to come, but I
thought perhaps there would be a poeeibility and I would
take the chance, and in any event your attention would be
called to this situation, though not definitely outlined
to you, and that you would appreciate it juet a8 you do
appreciate it, £f0 well atated in your letter.

James Madieron eaid he would rather walk a hundred
miles than write a letter, and thie is one of those cases.

While you are an honorary member of thie Society, and
our workere all appreciate moet fully your attitude to
our work, I take the attitude generally thet we are dealing
in a public work that belonge to the world, and we 8hould
offer equal facilitiee to all reraone who want our aid.
Unfortunately, thoee pereone who are in the act of writing
or have written hietoriee of Lincoln jurt cut of the press
and eome juet going into preee cannot tolerate the funda-
mental maxim laid down by u# that the hietory of the
reople and institutione ¢f eoutawestern Indiana is an
unwritten chapter, and that until thie mieeing chapter
i® written the miesing chapter in the life of Abraham
Lincoln, who found hie environmente here during the
pericd of hie intellectual awakening, af# yoéu call it in
your chapter 12 of your last book, cannot be written until
theee environmente are described, which thie Society is
now rapidly doing, and without any provocation on our
part there is a very marked rivalry.

If you have not seen the 8ixth annual bulletin of
our etate hietorical eocietiee, let me know, and I will
geend it to you. You do not have to read much to eee the
point I am making, and I appreciate that as you o tate
you are engaged in other thinge, and that the matter :
in which we are especially intereet will have to wait ite
time. :
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