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HISTORY OF THE PIRSY "ANTI-NEBRASKAY CONVEXTION IM ILLINOIS,

The Tirst “Anti-Nebraska® Convention met 2t Rloomington
on lay 29th, 1856, it beimg the convention which organizmsd the
Republican party in Illinels, and wvhich &lsc nominated William H.
Bissell for Gevernor, and Abrgham Linscln as one of the presidental
eleetors at large.

It was designed, by this Convention, to insugerate & new
party, really, from the debris of the thig party - the callow
abolitionist party - and that Segment of the Demoeratie party shiech
had @ responsive and awskened eonseienes. Lineoln was to agpear
as a dslepate from Sangamon County,and although he was very esuii-
ous and sunservativs at that time, he beecame, hefore the evnvention
aonsliuded ite lahors, the most irportant peracn comnscied with that
ingipient movanent.

Julge Davis raesided at Rloomington, but wss, at the tims,
holding Court at Danville, and he invited *». Lineoln, Arehihald
Filliams, fudge Diekey and myself to hecore gussts of his family
during ths sitting of the Convention. 2 dAid not 2w eet to be,
and wes not, in fast, at home, although Nieolay, in his sladborate

History, states it otherwiss,
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Lineoln was to po dirset from Danville Couvrt to Rloom-
ington via Deeatwr, snd the day previocusly he and I agvsed that I
should meet him at Yolono and scoompany him. Ve adhered Lo this
plan, and stopping st Decatur ai suppser time, put up at a hotsl,
there being ne train norih $ill next morning.

The resson why Lineoln did this, rather than go ¢ his
home 40 miles distsnt, which hs eould have done guite a5 well, was
to aveid vumnning the gauntlet of Stuari, the Bdwsrdes, “utter, ste.
They were oppossd to this movemsnt, whieh, it muist he eonlessed
was & parish among politicians then; and would, as hwe bslieved,
havs trisd to dissuade Lincoln from engsging in it: and as he had
not béen at home sines his neme had besn ecupled with the move-
ment: no opportunity had therstofore besn given and he shrewdly
degligned there should be none, Wa 4id not while there meet &
single chance se@uaintanes, altho' this was in the County whers
Lineoln had resided, and where he was alleged to have split the
historie rails. After gupper, we walked te the publiec Square,
and standing & few fest west of the thsn existing Cowrt House,
Lineculn, after shifting his positicn tw or thres timss, said
partly to himself and parily to me: ¥Hers, on this spot, twenty-

*gix years ago, I stood by owr weagon, whieh contained all that my
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*father and I owned in the world: this isn't six feet from the
"axaet spot.¥ He added: *I have fregently sinee, tried to
*lossie the reouts by whieh we eame here, but the nesrest I have
“besn able to determine sbout it is, that it was nesr to the prasent
®lllincis Central Rail Road.* Said I: "Did you then ever expeci
“te be 8 lawyer, and practies in the Cowrt House hersi®

*Ho," he drily replied, "I didn't know that I had semse encugh

te bs & lawysr tham.* ¥e walked $i11 dbed time, during which he
toldd me of his sarly adventures in both lseon and Sanpamon Counties:
also of his early struggles in life therse. When we ¥ took the
train the next morning, Lincoln was extramaly anxious to aseeriain
if thers wers any delegates on bosrd grwoute to the Convention.

He requestied me to make inguiry in that dirsetion of the few pas=
sengers, which I deslinmed: sv Lincoln himself went to the forsard
end of the ear, and gamed through the list as hs paeed slowly bask
te where 1 sat deeply engaged with “Fhe Howaji in Syria.® I
really would like to know if any of thoee men are from dosn south,
going o the conveniion,® said he. I don't see say harm in
asking them,® I replied, ®I beliewe I will," said he, at last;
@né he left me to perform his errand. In Piftesn or twenty

minutes he eams baek, his faes radiant with heppiness; he had found
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tee dslspates from Marion County. The point was this! Southern
filinolie was thoreughly hostile to ®blask wTepublican® ideas; and
Lineoln'e hope was to discern any sentiment down there in thst
line., It will be resollssted by many that one selitary wie was
east for Premont in Johnson County; but in the large majority of
countiss in Iogan's distriet, not & single wote was east against
Sughanan.

Judgs Davis' house wms but 3 feow yards from the Illinois
Central depot; and on going there, naither of the othors had ar-
rived, but vhen wve eame _to tea in the aftsrnoon we foumd Judge
Diekay, vhe had pregeded us & short time, ', Williams not arriviang
till the night train.

After dimmer, Lineoln proposed that I dghould go with him
to the Chieago & Alten dspot, in another part of the town, to see
who might arrive from miﬁgo. On owr way Lineoln stopped in at
& very diminutive jeweslry shop, where he bought his firet pair of
spectiacles for 3?3/ 3 esnis; he then remarking to me thati he had gotl
to be forty-seven years old, and 'kimr* ngedad tham. A8 wa
approachsd ihe depot we found ourselves o be late, and that the
osnibuses were just starting away, full of pussengers, several of
shom at ones recogniszed and ecalled ocut to Linsoln.
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As we twened to retrace our steps, Lineoln said to me
Bgtte wges, but enthusiastieally: “That's the best sign yet;

Judd is thers; and he's a trimmer,®

It muet he borne in mind that our gonvention was &s yat
but an experiment, and it was not deffnitely knowm how suscessful
it would beeoms. Judd was afterward an applicaent for the position
of Seeratary of the Intsrior under Linecoln; and was in faet made
Minister to Prussia.

Ihroughout all the varicus steps preceding and during
ithe eniire work of the convention, Lineoln was aetive, alerti sner-
getis and entihmsiastie. I never eaw him more busily sngaged, mors
energetisally at work, or with his mind and heart so thoreughly
enlisted.

Jufze Davis's house was & haelf mile from the foous of
politieal asstion, and tmtq_aut'of the shirl of exeitement.
Arshibald Williams slept with Lineoln, and both he and Diekey wers
sxtremsly eonservative thigs, and had great influence owver 4r.
Linocline. The publie mind overy shere was im & faverish and
axeited sondition, and this unvholesons stabte of affaire was em-
phasized in the minds of tha peoples repressntatives, who wers

asssmbled at this sonvantion. Lawrenes, in the State of Xansas
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had jusi theretofore dbeen attacked and the ¥Ppes Btate® hotel and
two printing officas destroyed; dowvernor Robinson, the *Mras State®
Governor of Hansas, had been arrested in Missowl without legal
varvant, as he was sniesavoring to escape frem mob vidlanee - his
louse sueked and Pired - and himself chained out in the prairis,
in default of a jail., James 8. Emery, a prominent "Free State®
lsader and lire. Governer Robinson were at Nloomington, arcousing
and intensifying the indignation: Governor Reeder, sho had just
sgeaped from Kansas in disgulse, was alse there! and sll thres, of
nocassity &s well as from desipgn, exsited and emphasized the deep
foslings of indignation then alrsady prevalsnt, Suemer had, just
oné wesk previously, besn bsaten into insensibility by "bully®
Brooks, and was reported to be dying: and infoermation had just
come, that Ssnater Trumbull had offered 2 Resolution in ths Senaste,
having for iis aim, ths prevention ef eivil war, and ths regtora-
tion of psaee to Eansas! which Resclution had besn treated with
derislon by Douglas and those of his politieal eomplewion,

Lovajoy and the abolitionists were urging extreme measures and
régolutions, vhich the Kansas eclony fomented, and the strest and

ilobby talk was all in the direstion of extrems radiealiam,



$Foct Hote): while 0. H. Browning was making an exeellent
gpeseh in the convention the orowd kept interrupting by ealling
for Loveloy, and the former was obliged to yield the floor.
They wanted something very radical snd Lovejoy filled the bhill,
" In the seslusion and privatien of owr temporary homs,
Lineoln, Williams and Diskey disoussed ths situation sarnestly, snd
gontemplated the jarring alwte with deep and sarnest solicitude,
all harmonizing in favor of conservative ecunsels; and they aid
moras thah all others combined in shaping the moderate and conser-
vative sourse which was finally adopted in and by the Convention.
The gensral santiment undoubtedly was in faver of most
radiesl expressions; but owing ehiefly to Williams's and Linccins
munitions a moderate course was adopted; and the following (among
ethers) Resolutions was adopted chiefly upon Lincoln's suggestion:
"Reselved: That we hold, in aceordance with the opinions snd
"prastiees of all the great Statesmen of all partiss for the past
’ Bixty years of the administration of the government under the Con-
¥ptituiion, Congress possesses full power to prohibit slavery in
"the territories; and that vhile we will maintain all constitutional
"righte of the South, we alsc hold that justiee, hunanity, the
¥prineiples of freedom as expressed in our Declaration of Inde-

“pendenee and our National Comstitution, and the purity and
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*perpetuity of our Government regiirs that that form should bde
®axarted to pravent the extansion of Slavary into territory hers-
tofore.®

Lingoln stated ths situstion to Judd and Wentworth thus:

*Your party is so mad with Douglas that it will pulp
*down anything, but our (Whig) Polks ars from Xentuoky, and will
*not be foresd into radieal measures: the Abolitionists must go
*with us, anvhow: thay ean do nothing slss; and your ring of the
¥Demoeratic party, the same: but the Whigs hold the halanes of
*powsr and will be hard to manags, anyway yonu take it. Why (said
"he) I had a hard time to hold Dudois #han he found lovejoy and
Coldding hers: hs insisted upon poing home at onee,”

Governor Resasder was quite a lion to the mmltitnde, but
ne iion fe Lineoln. The latter, Williams and myself were poing
to owr rooms in the svening, from the Pike louse, when we passed a
erowd listening to Resder in the Court Howse Square. Ve listened
but for & moment: ®ie can't overcoms us,* Williams grimly said:
*Iie woiild have a hard time to explain things to me,* respondlied
Lineocln, a8 we turned away: in faet, Lincoln 4id not meet Resder
@t 2ll. Lineoln ané Dicksy strode ghead, Williams snd I follow-

ing: efter a while, we heard Lincoln'e shrill woies calling through
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the darkness, "Williams! where ars you snd Whitney®® ®lere,
arm in arm; " shouted Williams. ¥Is it the blind lesading the
blindi® came bask. But that ssme shrill voiee had a magieal
power, the nexi day and is siill ealling through the long sro-
session of ysars, which will streteh into esnturies. Hext morning,
the Convention assembled in lajors lall and orpanized temporarily
by electing Villiams as Chairman, immediately after whieh, and out
of order, on motion of a delegats from Hdsar, Colonel RBissell wes
neminated for Governor by the wildest scelamatien. A4 list of
Qountiss was then called for eredentials whieh ineluded Lineoln's
neme wiih the Sangamon delegation. When lLawrenee County was
eelled, no regponse cama, The Seeretary was progeeding with the
eall, when Linceln a&rcse, and anxiously looking all around, said:
Yir Chairman, let Lawrencs Counity be salled arain: thers's a dsle-
“gate in town from thers, and a very good man he is, t00.¥ The
s}l was repestsd bui no reply cams. The dslagate whoss courage
Tailed nim, &t the last moment in prossnce of the Abolitionist
eontingent ¥ was Jesss i, Dubois, father of the Ssmator of that
nsme from ldaho; he came indeed a5 2 delegate; but Tinding Lovejoy
and other abolitionistis there as eherished delegaies, he, through

indignation or timidity, steyed sway for the time being. PN
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eommittes on parmanent organization and one on Resclutions were
appointed, shen we adjourmaed for dimsr,

On xszembiing«xx reassembling, John ¥, Palmer (now U.S,
Senaior)! was chosen as permanent Chairman. When he made a speedy,
in whieh he made prefert of his Derveraecy thus: ¥ have alwavse
*woted a straishi Demooratie tisket: I first voted for Matty Van:
"then I votad for James K. Polk in 1844, and I voted for General
®Cass in 1848, and in 1858 -- let me see¥ (said he humorously)
*who 1 voted for in 1852.% (Veigen, *Frank Pieres.v) "wall,®
{sald he] ®you may make the charge, but rou ‘san't make my omn it.®
Thsrs was & vigorous gontest over the Rescluiions: they
were not radical sncugh for the abelitionists, and scme wiolent
wpoedhes were made in oppositien, hut they wers ade;isd substantie-
ally ds reported. Then emne the spesches, the First being by
Grville H. Browning of Quiney, them eane Owen Lovajoy, the next
that I regolleet was Diek Yates (after fOovernor and Senator)
Janes 5. Bmery of Kansas was heralded in this way by a delezate:
"ir. Chairman, thore's & man in bask here from Lawrehes, and T
®reekon from appearanca, Wkx ha's pgot s hemp of good ta8lk in him® -
(voiess namel namell) “Emery!? —— (voisos "Smery! Huery!!¥) And

Haery presented himself and pressnted the woss and mongs of the
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"Fras Stats¥ people in a graphiec and eleogusnt styls that made ouwr
blood almost boil., Then avese a deafening shoul fur Yibraham
Iineolni® And the majsatie Lineoln never shons oul Lo betler ad-
vantage; but he first ecalmed the tremsndous agitation whieh per-
meated the ghols sudiance! then took the Conventlon saptive by his
musterly way of putiing the case - changing the notiens and neo-
essariiy fleoting sbullition of fseling into a Pixed and ewphatie
resolve.

it was the greatest and sost offeetiva speceh of his 1lifse,
80 far as the affeet on his immediate audienes was songerned: men
who most ¥¥ rarely ever had 2 spasm of emotion like Judd, Psek or
¥Washburn wers as mad and wild as the reat, The scsne on that af-
ternoen reminded one of seenes I have sitnesssd on the Hew York
gold board, when exeltsment was moet intense and fortunes were
changing hands sach Tew ssgonds. I usually am phlegmatie, but I
w84 as weak as the rest then. John L. Seripps, 21illy Herndon and
mysalf, each for himself, trisd te take notes. I susesaded
measurably -- thoy falled ignominiously, As soon &8 I reasshed
Judge Davis house and in the presence of Linsoeln, Wiillams and
Diekey, who ware diseussing some of its features, I snlarged ay

notes. They are very isperfect, and soma of the talk at Judpe
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Davis's may have bHssome entangled with it but sueh as it is (and
it is the best now attainable)! I begtow it on tha publie. Somse
of the exact lansumape is that of Lincoln; &lso ¥ its gensral tenor:

but most of the detail is nesessarily mine.

(Pous lots): I may state that I also have ineorporated Judpe
Cummingham's reecliloctions on some points and thus improved while
the Judge recollects much of the speech as I have reported it,

{(Foot Hote): I noties that & late writer makes the usually
ascurate and well informof Joseph Hedill say that the Convention
was held in 3 ghweh and that hineoln speke frem its pulpit. fhis
ig an ervor, and doubtless Mr, ¥Madill never suthorizsd the giate-
mant. Lincoln arose to speak, sither from his sest ia the body
of the hall, or from the side of the bdroad platforn (1 forget
shich} and being sernestly lmportuned advanesd 1o the caater and
front of the platform, There was no pulpit nor desk: he stood
vigibhle to all., Teither did Linceln say, as atiributsd to him:
"4 Paw of us got topether in my office on yesterday.* In faet,

I had been with Linecoln nesarly svery day and night for three weeks
before thal and not anyvhere near Springfield. Haithar was Davis
and Truambull then, a8 Yicelay and Hay siate. ‘

The convention adjourned a fsw minutes later; snd, as I
passed down-stairs with the erowd, Jesse i, Dubois (wvho had been

afrald to respond to the rell-eall of counties, hut wvho eame in

dater, and was nominated fer State Avditer), seizad me by the amm

¥ith & painful grip end made an exelamation to me elose to my ear,

shhich 1 soon afterward repested tc Lincoln.

gf eourse he was the lion of the hour) evervbody erowded
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ground him] flerid eomeratulations wers as thiek as sutwmal leavoes
#ihat strowed the banks of Vallasmbroga:® snthusisstie hand-sghaking
wis the normal stste of men: and thet ¥thrilling speedh¥ was the
wrrdan of svery man's thees, on that oesasion. Lincoln got disen-
tangled from the applanding oerowd at length; and he and 1 started
of f in ths dirsetion of Mdge Davie' houvse; but immediately di-
varged into a side strest to shake of? everybody; and as soon as
ws were out of svory one's hearing Lineocln at ones summenesd & line
of remark upon the extraordinary sesne we had just witnesssd,
end vhoss prime mover he was, at the sane time hending his head
down to make owr eonversation more confidential. In & glow of
anthusiasm I said in reply %o & guestion by him: "You know that my
statements about your speeches are not good smathority, so I will

tell you what Dubgis, vho is not so enthusiastis as I an, said to

,mE As we came out of the hall. He said: 'Wnitney, that is the

gregtest spsach ever made in Illincis and it puts Lincoln on ihe
track of the Presideney.'®

¥hile T was making this reply, he walked slong without
siraightening himpelf vy Por some thirty seeonds, perhaps withoud

suying & word; but with a thoughtful, abstracted look: -- then he
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straizhtenad up and immediaiely mads a remarx about some oorpwn-
placs subjset, having no referenes io ghs subjeet we had besn
eonsidering. ‘
pahois' opinion was, when I told him of it, that Lincoln's

first conception of the Presidency dated from thisg inecident.

- ——— - . - A . v



