¢

foo Lo dvne,

YL 600 ‘3eW] [B}I5]

76170681 UONSN0D TI2GIEL N ¥P1Z

0D Auay39[y ¥

d 239]]

O]

Y s

N T e

ek~ Llont ]

Yde (oo
/)

i fo g

lew ot

hh

Lileew
s ik udh pe W ;

a2

/77 /{az Canne [C Zfag&ﬂd

hod feen
¢
Srthdec
v
NIy
A
§ 5
]
ih : ¥ |
Loih ”%ZA : ar
L

Z/w
/AWA
=

é'.
7 m(/,Lwl e / W, (udl //// &/m UM”/
‘_/ IJAA/J//’M L&//Jud/azléz ud&&éff Zaal;gz

7 //wa,{pma/ sz{ Ay el 4J hierrrede /

/i’i
\t\

‘/ﬁfw“@a/ivw//’ /M cfﬂ‘

M/ll(o , /éd-/ﬂjwz 57/[ LZ/&//L U/Mf/‘ &L /// (/1'

ol aniag 8 L ol & A g Wl

el Wit e v Ww\//zwmm/:.,%m}@ |
whedh MA/M « fin Mz?/w¢¢77/wﬁy b ade |
Ajd%umdn w A fus trrun [M/? /,,,%Za f

_i weadinie in deserb meé‘ M S
it sty

Qwr




S Wad Usnored fmz,m/ v Wz//@moé oy ) cgd
il Rad vatlin ofpoasd- W Wet J Lumnifs gpsh
| [Mam? borkow Jiad Wc.éa b e bf B J(MM{
&t %7 ke - p% A g o mealized fir.d- e Jomee
i Feancis- whers Fa Fri, J Wik, toxs W ik
S ¢%~~7/’/w 2/%1/ /Wd ¥ pmr Qure %L:
frad brise 2n W/%L/ /;/n W//mmm/ Vil G
/ MMLW Fad s Bevenen o, Loniil Wl dng FURE
2 I iyt Wk I bdwands s Vi Vhieh - VMZ‘W
%4/- /Q‘%)’%M% W M/ VT Yok 55;”14»7«
%mm -}mou/wz// bosidi B %Wwﬂ/
%%Mz Gl el B ol - %, }m7
W/Zﬁumd G she msthe to orannicd ok ¢77/fmm~
/%L s Koot 45 T ke M. i mnecsriode &4
TR SV AR (PO a.//&-v/z—%/a%W— |
/5/. Wi tame oo £ W7/ZW AWW.Wl

TR A (S SR (| ) %WWW

M/»(W&MLZWﬂ.mW »—«jﬂﬂjmez

WAk o 7/%7 mi- 1 %/.jm //L/MMW A

o /fw/j ek T Linit . Ye— ocl s, Lok g o]

/a%n- ok

%;mﬂi %%/ﬁ}wmév/sz :'ﬁLVL Ne an JA%M/ZA//W%
. G M;{/J%ZIL% /’L{% b i

%m Gtrands LId nu ﬂ/,m/z..umd~ lf/ﬁ"% /LQA”V/“,/%Z

Dotes g b Fon Y fovo Rk the Rad brom ol Suany's liah

cglm/m@a Wby W Bk ﬁ‘//v[ t% TR, W%"

AU e df, 17 dee ey Y Lol il Fr alyih hon it -
fimua( Qe }MaJ M{/n&/ﬂlé% & lay ﬂ//7 %7 %7 J’

~ Uhin e du %w,w Yo /ZWm wz.//Z;wm %KW

W &/%W £ W’%Wf/zw/z/lmwmfs j/ﬂ VZV“/W

g
tnbe ol I Thol, Rand b7 bl 17 11 m/y i
/ﬁ%w/yw/z. LWJR b dorrne /ﬁm borod ¥ fions /%

}}744/4 balfe a2t Mc//z Ao Jrod - dod- 2

/[/Afm/[zﬁw J dihpmn &

bnd- o Srmmd. é/n[ﬂdwma@ MAZ’M%
%M%qu wilhe o Lt oton- frod Lwrdd e

7’%% m/w’[ a7 Y ZM/m Al o

/}/./tmwn%/; u M, He de/W lorne
ﬂwt Yok Iuric Wam %//? g L Lrtsd L Dot
fm" /W/‘ Mg loaltece Ws L tocrma;- %740% /VI‘
P Uohd ol Bt Wi Wi ﬂ///ké({iﬁé@/ﬂ%f
% bor 02 Whitx f ZMA/W Jrd 2o L/WM/Q/W bk
ﬁww/_,« S f/w&/ummml il & LQ Lk Lo
ﬁM/M La2ls ~ dor Doy Sodeoteds lead a M@ZZW«
hw&\ﬁw{ /LW 07/1// Mf(wm
vi A Fravi- &/M W%&“@WM W

/Za% Liznn mo Uabonale™ WJLM 454 %
Yl fpecsidih o Mo bomld s WWML frand.-

%ﬁd‘ LJ/




Jork brdde th Yo Uos h & //wcuzgg‘ ok
fwmjwzw Sivichin P Jetrnsy /émazd i
nlm 0 Shun ch [; wlhin 4% Uined | % (med denidy ¢
&m:MnJ e /a,éaa( e Jopnu D onb ok o G
W, s o@z Taltae. - i stcons W/m%wﬁm %‘W
/EW- Lheih o Wordh of ik Ao /s~ JZVLZAva- Fn,
MVWW phT //m J’L ¢ " by MG
h;Z Ohaki ot Z;AJVM 4 ﬂ’////)Af//LdMZZL
hmvca/ Don b I b~ hnd Ve JM
% P R e Lomly Frod brom ymade 4t
J WV/’/“’ LA T Sonithd Avvne leas b barnotlon
Whil b Vi Cechs Y ondd - Lnne i Jueh an tndiad
2 ULl triddiin. e Cosdd Do /:WA Loie o« beritid Lol
‘ lemm/ kit I s ut Bune Wik J frann, T4
%7 MA/V LLran U5 aymen OLan ./Mpf{ e
%W/%é Jh;/fw alk.. % L///LWVM:/%//‘WM
;’%M‘%Wwwﬂ?@{m G- Maﬁmh(‘wﬂwyf“

;M%ﬂj 1 Wﬁjt}w QIW%[
MW"‘ lray Maz_élm b dt/di’d/%“/
AV[ e Lo, Lo ZM/L.W 744 Zdw&;j&’»
s e S8 Luthi @ Gow o= Vi V2
f j‘ﬂ n/%_.L//;M 0/’/774 L e el i
Wm Did yrw fnno Wil Yma B Drean

[40&"—"’[( f/z,é &&zn/ﬁ éLA %//E&VM ﬁf@/@”md‘ W
b dotdoth_ BB ok ik & loh (& Jin W“‘ o %,WL
> Ll o Lomrmvan jﬁm@/mm//w‘*h;%%

M/‘L(/LW ¥ a0 o t/m ~Lw%-“ Za
_?Z/ W/La/m. JACA/ZJ//M/Z ?M

fir. of h gaid M%/:Za ki bl
‘ﬁ%Zm M?/mmzz/;ww A %m

ZMWJ/MMW@ Wi




A1e1q1 1019194 9891100 AUSYSO[IY ‘b6 1-0681 ‘UOBII([0D) [[PGIELAA BPT 9YL "600T “95ewW] [e35Id

Copy .
Springfield, Oct. 8th, 1895.
Dear Miss Tarbell:

Your letter came to me yesterday and my interest
in it, so great, that after reading it, 1 should have roplie‘\d to
it immediately had not a threatened sick h®ad aeche prevented.

I was so indignant with Mr. Herndon, for the falsity
of his statement with regard to Mr. Lincoln's marriag«o.,ﬁ I fe3t cunny
impatient to tell you that all that he says about this wedding -
the time for which #as "fixed for the first day of January" - is
all a fabrication. He has drawn largely upon his imagination in

describing something, which never took place.

I know the engagement between Mr. Lineoln and Miss
Toad was interrupted for a time, and it was rumored among her
young friends that ifr. Edwards had pather opposed it. (Of that I
cannot speak with any certadnty, but his visits 6o Mr. E's house

ceased and they met at the house of a mutual friend - Mrs. Simeon

Francis - whose husband, I think, was the first editor of the

Springfield Joumal/w"l an sure there had been no "time fixed"

for any wedding, that is no preparations had ever been made until

the day that Mr. Lincoln met Mr. Edwards on the street and told

him that he and Mary were going to be married that evening.

Upon enquiry Mr. L said they would be married in the Episcopal

Chureh to whieh Mr. E replied - "No, Mary is my ward - and she

must be married at my house."
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/” He went home to make the announeement to his wife to
whom it came as a shock - and surprise.

He then came over to my home - to give an 1gx{tation -
which was in these words - " My wife wants you all o eome to -
our house this evening" - I enquired what is g ng on? Then he
gave the particulars of his having met Mr.fLinooln, etc., adding,
I left Elizabeth erying - but Mrs. Love {hg (their near neighbor)
has gone in to see if she can help r;"

Mrs. Edwards told me aft;rward what a shoek the news
was to her, and how hurt she had been at Mary's want of ceconfidencs
in her. She said that after she was composed enough to see
Mary and talk with her about it, she seemed very much disinclined
to say anything of it, only, when she said "Mary, you have not
given me mueh time to prepare much of a wedding entertainment for

our friends. I shall have to send to old Dickey - (the only
bakery in town) - for some ginger bread and beer" - Jokingly.
Mary with an indignant tip of her head, gaid - "Well that is good

/
enough ;br plebeians, I suppose."

/

This word - it seems - Mr. Fdwerds, in his very early
acqiaintance with Mr. Lincoln had used in giving his opinion of

Mr. L,and Mary had not forgotten it.

If I remember rightly the wedding guests were few, not

more than thirty, and it seems to me all are gone now but Mrs.,
Wallace, Mrs. Levering and myself, for it

was not much more thaﬁ & x
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family gathering only two or thres of Mary Todd's young friends
were present. The "entertainment' was simple, but in beautiful
taste,st was a notable—homsé-keeper, but the bride
had neither veil nor flowers in hev hair, with which to "tow
nervously". There had been no elaborate trousseau, for the bride
of the future president of thes United States, nor even a handsome
wedding gown, nor was it a gay wedding.&\

Se\weral weeks since the Times Herald, sent a reporter to
Springfield to gather up items, and incidents of Lineln's life,
and called on several persons here, among them,"Mrs. Dr. Wdl lace.
Her account was published in that paper, whrch I think I yet have,

if so, I will enclosa her version of the affair. She says the

wedding was on Sunday . That is a mistake. Anne Todd, a'younger

sister who married Mr. C. M. Smith, had the Sundey marriage -

preparations for this event, had been made some days previous, but

Mr. Smith's home was in Carrolton and at that time the creeks and

roads were in such an untravellable condition he c¢ould not get

here until Sunday morning. I do not know that I have nrade things

very clear to you, dear Miss Tarbell, omly, I know Mr. Herndon's

story is al_"L,.ﬁntrue. I have of ten doubtecL that it was really a

7

/
love affair between Mr. L and Mart T, but thih(k it was through

mitual friends (?) that the marriage was made up (in common
parlance).

He was deeply in love with Matilda Edwards, a da
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of Mr. Cyrus E, brother of Gov. E, but the father objected, and it
was then, (I heard) that he almost lost his reason. Did you know
that Mrs. Dr. Brown is dead? She died at the home of a favourite
niece in Duluth. Oh what a loss io her friends,to the church,

to the whole community. I have known her nearly fifty-five
years, and as a young girl, daughter, wife,mother, friemd. Never
have I heard one disparaging word of her. Truly of her it may

be said - "None knew her but to love her, none named hewr bhut to
praise." I believe the last work she did was to prepare some

pap ers for you about Lincoln. At least, I understood that her
s8on John had said just before her last severe illness, that she
had been writing for you. It will be two weeks to-morrow since
she was buried. A lovely obituary notice was given in our daily
paper, of two weeks since. Last evening I sent down to the ofTice
hoping to get a copy, that I might send the article to you, be-
lieving you would be interested in it. But not one eould be
gotten, Mrs. Logan and family are all well. Her mother is

with her. Doubtless you have heard that her si ster, Mrs. Calder

died two or three months ago. I fear my cramped writing will be

hard to decypher, but I have written hurriedly, and with many

interruptions.

With the kindest feelings,

(signed) Mrs. B, T. Edwanda;»ﬂ“



