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July 26, 1927

Mr' V., lLi, Biddieon
605 Mayo Suilding
Tulsa, Okla.

My dear iar°* Biddison:

You have a right to think me a
very discourteous person. JLast Mebruary you wrote me, making a
Lineoln inguiry which interested we thoroughly. 1 was not in
New York when it was received, returned to some heavy work, had
a little illness - everything seems to have prevented my taking
up the point you wanted settled.

It was a new point to me. 1 think I never heard of a
star showing at the time of Lincoln's inauguration; or, if I
ever did kear of it, the fact has passed entirely out of my mird,
i1 have been making a little search, tut as yet have found nothing
to verify the story.

Seoretary Wells, whose Liary records many matters of
that nature, says of the weather ou l.arch 4, 1865: "The morning
was rainy. Soom afier nooan the clouds disap,peared, and the day
was beautiful, the streete dreadful.”

1 went yeeterday to tlhe Lgtropolitan Library to consult
the files of the hew York papers, which I have learned have the
fullest Washiungton news of tihat tiwe - The wvening Post, The
Trivune and The Herald. To my iundignatibn, 1 found that some vandal
had ocut from al! three of tue files ol these papers the reports of
the 1naugural ceremony .

1 consulted Harpers' Veekly and “rank Leslie's Weekly,
but found no mention of a star. TFrank Leslie's Weekly eays that it
began to clear by eight in the morning und that the rain had ceased
by eleven o'clock., He adds that it wae estimated that more than
30,000 persons were present notwithstanding the depth of the mud in
which they were obliged to stand.

if you have access at any time to the files of newspapers
of that date it would eertainly be worth while to sece if they mention
that star. The firet time I am in Washington I will consult the filﬂa
there. v ]




1 vegret sincerely, my dear lir. Biddison,
neglected this mmtter so lomg. 1t really interest
keep it 4n mind, and if I come across anybody that
the inauguration - I think of no one now - or if I find any
reforence in periocdicals of the day, I will lst you knows, -

With thanks for your letter and renewed nyolosidﬁix
for its neglect, believe meo

g ' Very sincerely yourse



