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Olympia, Washington, Nov. 16th, léaa;f‘

J. MoCan Davis,
Dear Sir:-
You¥ favor of Nov, 2nd is at hand.

My friénd John W. Noble referred you to me in regard to inform-
ation 2bout Gen'l Frenont. I will nake what little I know abduﬁ
him as short as possible. | _

In the latter part of OctolLer, 1861, I was stationed at Benton ;

Barracks as Aid-de-camp and Ass't Adj't Gen'l to Gen'l Curtia. my
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V,.ﬂrﬂc at that time being First Lieutenant of the Second Tows Ingar

'jcampany uA® . and the first regiment to lcave the State f.Ipﬁﬁk,3
4‘ About three o'clock at night, abeut oct. 27th. 188 s
avakened by & messenger stating that Gen'l Curtis desired to eee me
Lonthwi-th at his headquerters. I found Gen'l Curtis and Leonéxd‘H
Swett there aweiting 1e. General Curtis informed me thet he‘haaf§h~
important message to be taken to General Fremont, thed in the fiald;

it not being known where he was, and that he had seleotéd.me,to‘bémmv g
that message, believing that I wae-ihe proper.person-to.dowdt.  He
also s‘ated that the dutios were f{raught with great danger, the-oounn_j' 
try then being in the hands of the rebels and bushwhaokers, andfif &

oaw £it to deeline I could do so. I accepted the miaaion.~xtat1ng3+‘ ‘
:that I would deliver the message if at all possible. iwﬂiinyﬁ

¢
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The purrert of the order vns. sbewiesewtotiowse f1ot Cen'l W * e

was ‘relieved of his comman Department of the West and'Gen’l

t ‘A.,....;. S~ WL W e e .a."-v-. ot . axe o
wels 3 2k TAY - A KL Yol B oW - R Ve n iam O 2 4 .
oxder of Qv imlaTiincewbeedeBestt cror-tirnc.. ™ Aside £rom thig;

\

had svecial instructions:—

ist. If Cen'l Fremont 1.+ foucat and gained a deeided vietory#s-' :
not & mere skimish——then nHt o Selivrer thp messare |

and., If G.e.L_'J_&mt was in ilLe irmediate presence of the

f/L’

enemy and asbout to.-lelin u battle, $hen not to d.eliver"b
toirinm.

%=d, Il neither of these conditions prevailed, iben to delivor
tm;&;s&;e and to make it Known irmmediately as it was “thought .that
Fonbiaamont wos determinod to receive no orders. WBM*W
I immediately went to St. Louis. waked up a seoond—}xand dealez"

in elothing and fitted myself out as-near-as.-l.counld as aAplan ‘,m' ~ 

, and then took the train mr« e,

Rolla, Missouri, that—post 4
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H“hﬁou‘t two o'cloak at n1§h___§, M

e

Be-wan—celebratingr—we Gode rapidly south in the direction of spring-f-

Q
O

field, Mo., where & expected to find Fremont. ,le rode thia dia—-
-tance rrineirally in the night, paaainz throug_h the gmal

g B

‘we reac‘wd the outer coxrdon i

toms et a very rapid gait

Bt s pioevy S

from Rolla A Here I head diffioulty getting through the l:l.nea as

- e e et T

about one hundred and aeventeen md.los

the instructions to the guard were very stringent. '.l'he ofi‘imr or
the puard was sent for x

(I impressed upé:i hm the necessity of seeing Fremont inmedu}telyas |
inpor

I“was--the bhurer of il tant- ‘mfczgpcfb&aw#:n P BP0 MMJ.
— I w.aa AN : ‘

», I straight- ; 

way nade my way to Fremont 's nmw

(IP met tho cofficer of the day who told me thet I could not aee
Gen'l Premont, but that he would introduce e to his chief 01‘ B‘taﬂ‘. 5
e hzt" i
I would make ny business known to him that he would cozmnuniaato ﬂ

Col. Eaton. He also told me that I could not see
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-Fremont and communiceted what I had said M
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for the information but steadily declined.

Areiqr

Late in the evening I was hunted up by Col. Eaton Iam



to Gen'l Premont 's office, which was in a little frame mudms.‘ tho
Gon'l. sitting et the end of quite a long tablo faoing tho door that
I entered. gh
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I never can forget the appearance of the man as he sat tham.
with his piercing eye, hair parted in the middle. I e ripped
from 1y coat lining the document which had been sewed in thﬂre and

handed the sase to him, which he nervously took and opened. H -
élanoecl at the superscription and then at the signature at thebot- .
tom, not looking at the contents. A frown came over his brow and.

he slammed the paper down on the table and said, *8ir, how did you ol
get admission into my lines ¥ I told him that I hed oone :Ln aa a
megsenger beesring informeation from the rebel lines, me

out, saying *"That will dpo for the present.® A3 befl
vu*,cwmxtnsat‘:E:bhxyvsdJub

had orders to make .’ Known as soon as delivsred.‘ 3

f:l. t man .'l:l Eet wEa Gen' 1 Sturgis t® whom I

man I met was Gen'l MeKinstry, chief Quar—

Ej

termaster, to whom I a¥8d gave tr? iﬁ’f" rmation. © I weaes then om—-
‘taken by the Chief of Staff, Eeton, who seid that Gen'l Fremont was,.'”
mueh disappointed with the communiocation as )Lbhad tnougg& that I

had information from the rebel foreces, and thatAI not ma}.a tzws }

message known for the present.

I then told Col. Baton thet I had irportant dispatchea for

Hunter and would like transportation and o guide, and he ;mam”
would consult Gon'l Premont on the subject. He soon" mtur
the information that he did not know where Gen'l Hunter wi

-~ Krexqr 1019[[2d 299[[0)) Auaysa[y

fused to give me any tranaporta_tion. saying that he: ha&:f'“_
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Q hear nothing of Gen'l Hunter;
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and had no authority to do so,  Eaton also stating that, Iw 4
authority in the premises. I then went to a selr-stylea 001. moh,-
ardson who had & kind of a marauding oompany having noither boon

mustered into the U. S. service or the state gervice, I mva h:t.m to
undergtand that I would use ny 1qf1uenoe to have him razularly'mus~ W
tered into the service, whereupon he furnished me with & good ,hg;;-'.'_{a_‘e‘i o
and & pretended guide and

and-wi-t. > I could get ny information in regard to
Hunter but there wes & rumor that he was making towards Spring#@qldr
and was in‘ the region of & place called Buffalo. : 4 therefom;.‘_
started out about eleven o'clock at night on the Buffalo rbad-ﬁ
~godbing -past-the-first-line

presd\pearer, and as I had accidentally heard the office;

give the dot, howawr.

icer of the guard the password. I ha
vassed very fa\r\q\t on the road when I was overt,a‘ken by a Dutoh

1ieutenant who was El\f\;oer of the guard, who dmand.ed that I kal‘k, v
gGen'l Fremont had given orde;ru to pass gp"one through the l:l.nos' m .

or out without his gspecial permi‘tw -1 replied, "All ria:ht 9

passm}ﬂvthu : 3. )
. e, Lot T
after groat diffioulty #reeched Bubfalo about daylight,



mystery, that is, never to say anything against a men's t,o".n-.‘"-‘pé 3_  N

by the rains. ¢
inches high, very bréid\gf: fat, had imbibed the”idea that I was soms
important personege, was e qe\edingly polite-and oblizinzanddanaad »
around and killed his last chie

repared a good breakraatror

me all the information that

he possessed. I sat down a_féw minutes“4o rest and made tha rmrx )
that his town was a hard )o/king town. A frq\ 1nnned1ately. -qqme 5 ‘
over his brow., He }e/k both hands and threw one

me and was very communicative and

Lo ovexr the -&hai; |
Rim selr baok i

whioch by-the-by s/ a great effort, and he then threw

gers et me. *Well,* says he," I thought it was ‘a."_'Goﬁv,iif_

e T“G“illa‘” get no informetion-in - mgardut Q

piece. ) I left my guide and started out on the road to‘Bbliﬁér;ﬂ}Ll'f'
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I had not proceeded rore thean twelve or fifteen miles bei‘ore I

the rattling of horses' hoofs in my rear. I stopped to aWait. : tha;u-
arrival and found thet they were a snmall detachment of Huntﬁr:" L
troops to inform me that Hunter had just arrived in B'ﬂffu
upon I retraced my steps and delivered Ges '.H,
gen'l Hunter irmmediately started for Springfield in & fof_“j_\.': :
bulance. Arriving he issued a short proclamation ase:

' It was thought by some that this would produce a mutiny**'":"

Areiqr faua[[ad 989[[03 Auoy3a]



foreign elament, It however did not. Gen'l ?ramont‘:“
viously prepered, started immediately for St. Louis accamﬁ‘ W
a large body guard of the foreign element, Germans, Austriens Mﬁ-?] TS
garians and Frencli.  About midnight of the same nignt 1t7**3‘dia¥fj;;?
covered that Fremont had teken with him his raymaster with a&l tue  de

funds thet belonged to the arnmy h
I was again dispatched with orders for the emmm; e

Hunter, to have the paymaster arrested, and to get past VrOMQ;
posgible, without being intercepted. (I passed around his 1;
unobserved and had gone & few miles wh rmy horse gave . down.‘
being about one o'clock £t night. I was here oompellea toﬂa’
deed that I had never done before nor ehnce. I aucoeeded7i”

into the stable of a leading rebel of tge country and sto
or raether exchanged 11y horse for his mule. It proVed to. be{
sensible animal and in some respects ha@ yore sense than I*h&
arrived st the Osage river, which hed to be passed, wt_aﬁoﬁi two
o'olock at night, the second day of November, the river ﬁﬁiﬁ
much swollen; and over the bottom lands just before enﬁaﬁiﬁé the

water niy rmule shied and there was a keen|report of a gun=of

-

ind, Being right in the midst of bushynackers this alarme
but amelling the powder very quickly I thought that oneﬂéf
P

1stols had exploded, vhich proved to be [the Tact, the ba
grazing my foot. Then burying ry dragdon spurs intdfﬁﬁﬁ,u
preaned on, guessing at the road and could see nothihgi |

water a3 it rushed by me and glittered ds it st ruok the ¥
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snegs in my front. This is about the first time my hetrt am
within we. At this time my mule stopped end refused to go u?". il g
farther, the water then being about up to my saddle skirts, "
hed arrived at the original banks ar the stream and instinot. to&d m

the mule that there wus deep water and troubke ahead. I aga:bx,
biried my spurs in ny mule, all but lifting hin off his feas S s
suddenly plunged in. I held mysqlf firmly in the saddle. - g
not know how deep he went down but he osme to the surface abwt _
twenty-five yards below, the current being very rapid, and st'mcx-"'

the shore with his forefeet on the sane side that he entered, an:d ”
whirled sround as if he was in a 'hirlpool This seme thing wwn o | ‘

repeated several times until we reached about a half mile bal"
when wo struck a flat place and we got out on the same sida we mt ;
in on, As there wes no chance to get across something else m

be done, I rccollected having seon 115:”11. in the woods about’ tw

miles before I got to the river, Which I had avoided, thinkingit W‘
were bushwhackers. Nearly frozen I now resolved to go baox 0 i
this light. I approached it and fas helted by a aentinel
very near shooting me; ho being a f reigner I was una‘ble to
cate with him, I showed him nmy ppfm and gave him to umom
that I wanted to see the officer oi’; the guard. He f:lmlly
for him, and I found him to be a Pr;janohman and in oommand
companies of Fronch sarpers and mirfara en route to ;]oin !P,rem
-swapped sone of ny clothing for drﬁ garments and was ahowxi
"ary bridze that Fremont had crosse(f on. This soon 1ad ':ma
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little intensely rebel town oalf.ﬂed Warsaw. Not knowing wm.ohm |
to go I rode up to a prominent house on the mein street and cau.ed
wp the occupant. I asked him the roesd to Sedslia. utndu'é{}dh;{ -
swering my question he asked me %where I was from. I was fooiieh‘
enough to tell him Springfield. ' It being known et that time that
Premont was occupying that rlace, and of course he would infer 't_h,at_
I was a federal, and without giv;{ing me any answer he went back into
the house. My sugpicions were %aroused that he went back for hi_ﬂ:s
gun, and with a few parting rema:;gis that wero not learned in'th'e
Sunday school, I made a hasty ret!';-eat from the house and took t0 a
main road, as I supposed, in the é;irection of Sedalia. The road
having Jjust been opened to that piuco. Luckily I struck the
right road and after being lost fdr a time on & immense prairiﬁ I
reached Sedalia just before the ca:rs and military guard was J..eavm,g- |
for St. Louis, I dismounted from ny mule &eaving him atandihgi‘?.uri—
hitched with all his equipage, andE went to the telegraph offiee and ,
telegruphed ny instructions to the' Cormander, of ;the Dept . of Misscuriww
at Sst, Louis, then got on the cars just as thov werc atarting and '
arrived at St. Louis the sae day, Nov. 3rd, and reported to tha

commanding officer, Gen'l S. R. cugrtls. The paymaster waa mat

j WA
the depot and errested when he armived at St. Louls and the fundi
returned where they belonged. :

F

I will here state that the ixm:reﬂsion prevailed among ‘-sm
the knowing ones t hat Gen'l Fremox?t thought the Southern | on
would gain their independence and that he was going to—g&a’#&'h’

?

!

k3



T —

\
4

' self as a Western diotator, and Witn this in view va'a?fiétf'*

ing hinmgelf with the foreign element and wherever ha could\
any of this element he had then muatered out and attached to S
immediate corpe without any regam to regularity, and I think_ m;_, e

was one of the reasons that I was instructed to meke his removal‘“

known immediately as I had intimat:(.ons that I might be gpuitm m”}
end he might claim that he had never received any orders of removal‘

mxen Gen'l Fremont was appointed Commandexr in the West I think.-”

there was no name around which the people would rally with more em-* Ay

thusiasn. The opinion later expreaeed was that he was merr:m __ mt
as a General or & financior. This being generally understeod.'_ ?hy
Gen'l ¥Wm. K. Strong of New York, a successful wool merchant_;
finencier, was sent out to be Fremont's chief of staff, F’rex_néh‘b
80 perfeotly reckless in regard to his expenditures. 'l‘h.iapo
however, Strong never occupied, as Fremont was removed abouttnat
time, ACter Fremont had been relieved I was made Inspédtéf

of the Department of Missouri; and all of Fremont's moorda wﬁm
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placed in uy hands which had acoumulated while Lie was in o

)

Y

Othe Dezm;_'tment. These records I i?ound deposited in m_ge' ""
Bt ; o
g:\n office was opened upstairs on the‘ corner of Faurth' and

e}
@ Ave, and these rcoords selected out, briefed a.nd m:mbe;red,

d

C.that took many clerks for months.

[]

& I will now bring this to & cloge. It has been dictate
CAly £rom menory and is incomplete 1h many intereai":[n_' g de
=3 , Mg

Al

Sam eware that most of 1t is materisl that you do not

Al

. whet you wish, put it in proper .sthe and relesght;qtt"
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r _atvion bf very man

ou, apeak or the emancipation

t maa pranature and caused the reg

Yours tﬂuy,

T. I_.ol ' ﬁO‘E






