|m1 If one seeks a key to the man who by M
AT 18 the most provocative 1nduatr1a1 1ead¢r of this

& carried to agreement the two most difficult pieces of i

F
::% negotiations since the signing of the Varn.!.llu tm‘?iﬂ 4‘
g spite of his persistent refusal even to talk about a Mﬁﬂ&&lﬂ-_
I(% | candidacy, men continue to mention for this high ofﬂdt."hﬁ_‘»m.f ;
,E?E go back to the spot where this story started - the narrow

g of the Otsquago. It is there Owen Young finds the fun, M.

E’-L : . satisfied affection, the well of wisdom, the outlets for hﬂh

L—O creative energy necessary to keep his bedy and his mind mﬁu.

Lé: No matter how grand the register - how royal tht wu‘t'
Ig book in which he signs his name, he always writes after it -« m_:
&: Hornelv:l.llo. N. Y. = not Park Avenue, New York, though he hll | 4.
iUT quarters there housing wonderful treasures - not his cmm .
»l% shore home which he and Mrs. Young acquired from Lilovﬁ ne
& when they came to New York in 1913, and which they still mn
Q retreat - none of these, always m Hornesville.

the name. He loves to tell you of the pll.c.. 1ti
there. Hearing him talk you realize how it uum

here are his roots,



: m M »u ‘ ifu-‘ deep in M <




.tholr businees in the world - they respected it. Any m
accupation of man .ns seconderate compared to farming. m
th-t did not own land, cultivate it, was a little suspecteds

It was the farmer who fed the world,and to be a good farmer h.
the best thing there was in the world for a man. They w
their children to carry on,and when it happened, as it did
happen, that this Owen D. Young was the first in the line of

his people on the hills above the Utsquago Creek to choose
another walk in life ,there was much wagging of heads among the
neighbors and not hl.&l?h'osrtnohu. possibly some doubt in the
minds of both his father and mother,

But though he did choose another walk, chouifm
he was still a boy, never did he lose, for even a day, m'
interest in the farm where he was born.

"I have neve¥ been pried loose from the land nox
shaken myself from the pull that drives the man back to his home
acres,” is the way he puts it. And he never will be.

If the land had a strong hold on him = this land of
his people,there was in Van Hormesville in all these years ‘
have been tracing a still more powerful bond, his Mother. A
very great person - this Mother of Owen D. Young. She was &
woman of ninety-two when I had the honor of meeting her, lm

bent, slightly wrinkled ,but with a look so undaunted, lm

so genuine, a step so alert that there was no sense of M

her. You knew at a glance that here was a powerful per
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one in whom strength of will, JM. humor, .
loyalty, lornn:l.ty. steady affection, were joined. ﬁ. ”
the kind of woman that the good earth lo-'tlnnl makes trlr
product of generations of wrestling with the land and u-.ﬂu
ing it; of going with it step by step in a logical process ﬁ
growth - never blind to the hardships « never Mﬂli“ M
it is easy - only agreeing and conquering.

Whatever doubts Mother Young may have had back n :"
the '80's ﬁ:ﬂmmlnﬂsllouu her only child to leave ‘b
farm ,- prepare for the law bw consented she did her ”. _
and long before the days of the Dawes Phn. " she had “ :

a great reward and to the day of her death it was

Her pride was great and frank put it did net m
in any psrt‘i.culu- her sense of her rights and duties as m A
mother. 4 ol

*He is still a little boy to me," she said W _
to a visitor who had overheard her ordering the Head of ‘l\h

General Electric to "go back up stairs and change those
not fit to go down street in."

He had gone obediently apparently,not even

his rights as a grown up. ‘
A very beautiful thing in their relation was her
confidence in his feeling for Van Hornesville. One Spri

he was returning from Burope, after a hard seige, she
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(o "Gene has made grass green for your mi'lh

o in blossom, vegetables growing in greenhouse. Hale says o

,LLE " right. Mr. and Mrs. Tilyou back all right. m

l_; behaving hinself. Stuey fattening himself on Jemmy's

ig‘ Theee men working on clubhouse. Aunt Meal all right. ILeve

'@ Jo. Mother,®

:; After lir. Young's grandchildren began to appear

:; Mother Young was a bit bewildered.

& *I can't getover Owem being & grandfather. It's

l(é_ as wonderful as the radio." ‘

Iu;: To Owen Young his noth-r‘ was an unending m l‘jﬂ

E, and interest. His appmlattén of her personality was both

‘::_ affectionate and understanding. He liked mothing better M

2 to talk and laugh with her. Indeed it unsmmum

'% with Mother Young. 8She had one of the most infectious h*

\:\\i . I ever heard, youthful, lusty. She loved to visit, loved

i; good stories, _ o
QE— cihe 3o sush goed fun,® s grabRblID AN m*
E friends used to declare. B e
(O'l One of the things about his mother that ’u'llm

QI%? interested Mr. Young was the way that she had gone along “ .

f% him intellectually.

il_ *The ocurve of my mother's life,* I have heard

:i: - "steadily rose after she was sixty-five. Until then

b been very nearly a level line. 'm l_tﬁm were ¢




radius of not over ten miles. She kiew practically mo one
outside of this, saw no one, except it might be now and then
when she went to Fort Plain to buy something not to be had in
Van Hornesville. I went to college in 1890 and then the m ¢ '
began to rise. uhe took in my life. My associates began t.'; "
interest her - my own studies, geometry - trigonometry, #
pesychology.

*"Then I went to Boston. This was a long leap and ih.
curve rose as she followed my legal studies. Then I‘mn‘d'\m
she and father visited us in Boston « a great trip and the curve
of interest took in Boston, its ways, its history, its m

*Then we came to Few York and she came to see us and
that was another new world - the curve of interest was rising
and rising. L

"And then it was Europe. She was keenly intﬂ.ﬂ“ in
the subject of Reparations « in the men involved. She had her
individual opinion of Strﬂmﬁn and Poincare’ and the rest of them.

"As the curve rose her reading enormously M\M
In zy youth we had only one weekly paper and her interest in that

wvas in the local news. Then later when I began to read llﬂ

we hiad the bi-weekly Albany Argus. But it was many years uq.u

she was seeing a Daily paper - interested in the news of the

country at large. At the end the world and its leaders I"Q;Mk' b
k) ;

I asked lir. Young if it was "in spite of Owen* as I
had been told that in 1928 she voted for Hoover. |
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»ghe certainly voted for him," ke nuh-l_._
' never astually believed in Vomen's Suffrage; nmqu ‘
electorate was low enough and that to double it and put “

of people who knew less about what it all meant than M
m,&irudy exercising suffrage seemed to her am“
would never register - never vote,until Hoover ran for .
President. Sho knew him, He used ocmtoa.uy to drop m
‘ho house in New York for breakfast - sometimes she was m
She 1iked him, so when the election' came she rogutem uu
voted for him.

*I think a desire to oppose her brother, my Illnl.- m
Brandow, had something to do with her voting. , ‘ilm Ilm

known Uncle John. He had a mind as keen as a knife blade = wit =
galety - snd he and Mother were alny- at it. They ml“ “
Hoover and S-uh in the most excited and doltghtm m X
laughed until I ached listening to the two of them and I m
think that Mother was quite as interested in Mmtm%

John's vote as she was in supporting Hoover." ; ‘,-‘;j;‘
Mother Young's galety of epirit, her interest in *

"daily life of those about her,was matched by her courage “
serenity in times of trial, Heav; ones came to her and w
she loved bﬁt she stood always a bulwark mtlll m “

When her life on earti came to an end as “ﬂ

Nay of last year,shs lay in her ast sleep washangtlil

Satie valiant and tranguil loek on her Soes Shat ahe
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%‘—E Here you have then the two forces ‘which m

= Owen Young to Van Hornesville:~ Those desp Young Foots

:: this p'u.t personality. ‘

3 . It was in 1903 that Er, Young hed first found
i; with the money to do something for the "home farm." ““
i then began he did not neglect through all these m M
- He was a farmer as well as a lawyer. e
g— Ask people in Van Hornesville what kind of a M
é Owen D. Young is, and if they sense a bit of doudt h“mcr.
E: an implication that he may be a "gentleman farmer® « an

g *agriculturist® they are quick to disabuse your mind, 1
i(i "He is a practical farmer who knows his mznu.'
?2 they will tell you.
E ~ _Perhaps the best evidence of his ability that we m
;'E is from his Uncle John. Xxkxixmxkk The more I have m_d
E Onele TolArthol €8s fast thing you could aung Siei M|

Q%’: a prejudiced opinion, Mim:.ru about one of his m e

E_ He was alwaye emphatic about Owen D. Young's M

£ "He is a darn good farmer,"” he would say, *who

% nicknamed him the "plow hoy of Van Hornesville® h‘ a

e When he buys cattle he

% X8/doesn*t have to take anybody along w

S sure that he doesn't get cheated."

On the last point I have what I consider




evidence, for once out in Arizona I knew of his putting g
cow boys to shame in guessing the weight of steers. _
He told the story ome night after ainner as M ’ ‘
to the gentlemen about what he called his *prise .w* g .
"Woh them mum the weight of a steer,” he _
"We were out at Tremaine's ranch the other m .

Tremaine AW ERL AN vout. sl & MM |

Tl
e o

a bunch of steers - seme seventy head.

»I asked how much they weighed and they said, *Oh,

¥
TN

about twelve hundred or thirteen hundred pounds.'
*"There's one that weighs nearer fifteen hundred, IM
*The cowboys laughed at me.
"Put him on the scale I said. I'1ll bet a box of ttm
I'm nearer right than you.

"So we weighed him and I won. n.-;mmm"'

hundred., Next day I got these cigars and a letter which ‘“y
"*If your formula for judging the weight of m u
for sale, the cowboys of this Ranch are ready to MM
Yes, Owen D. Young is a practical farmer, but m
is not only interested in his own herd and land, but h w
and land of his neighbor. One who is quite as keen in : "%‘:-f.‘ ‘
them succeed as in succeeding .h.l.lult.'
~ \Zhie man is really trying)on the hills above
Hornesville\to help solve the farm problem. In his J




'mh!.luummmtmu—lltch

healthful and secure . its loneliness cured . its heavy i
lightened? He believes so. And that is what he uw_
prove. ' |

You see why I said he has found in Van
outlet for his creative oncgiu.
One of the -y.umumnum.mm

and elaborate cow houses he will not listen.

*I do net nt
better bdldng- than my neighbors can have. Fix up ih
ones. 1 want to prove to these people about here that fane
houses are not necessary for .gou herds,
The barn his father used on the home farm he s
has been repaired, made sanitary and Mm.
1!5 but it is little if any better than m m
I .nuuummmmotmm



Association to know that Owen D. Young holds the farmer's *

in the mind of the director whether "Owen® would approve. He

had a little fear he might think they were getting them too
good, better than his meighbors could afford and he "wouldn®t

~ 1ike that."

All of the local farm problems become his to be dealt
with in a practical fashion. There is the matter of handul‘
milk, milk in that part of the world, as in so many othm._u
collected by a Dairy Association. sut the texms of payment
offered and accepted by the farmers seemed harsh to Mr, l’ﬂ.
for the Association never paid in full for the milk it tooks
Three fourths, let us say, of the bill was paid in cash, m
to enable the farmer to run his plant. The other fourth was paid
by certificates which were not redeemable for five years. The
result of this was that the farmers around Van Hornesville
never had money to buy anything outside of the actual expense
for their product. It meant that they were always in debt m
things that they wanted; that they bought em the installment plan;
prob;bly/::grlé maxtivex texptatiznxis than the cm‘}.ﬁutu 'oﬂ.d
pay for, opxAXEXExyxBfXiXNIEXEBRRIPTISN .

Now why should he not correct that? He had money to
invest. Why should he not invest it in the farmer®'s Mtﬂ.utu
and give them cash for their one fourth so they might have the
added stimulus of a monthly profit in hand? It was wm

®0 it goes today. It may not be a bad thing for the Dairyman's
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g certificates instead of the farmers themselves,

%E : Interested as kr. Young was in the farm problems of

‘E the community it was inevitable that soomer or later he consider
_; those of Van Hornesville itself. Van Hornesville had run m

5_)': badly since the days of its industrial prosperity in his nWl
= girlhood. The cotton mill, all its little industries and shops

\; had died. The Civil War, the railroad, which passed it by, the

g mail catalogue, all the ever changing modern ways of doing th&m_
Ei_ had contributed to this end. The one long street of the tcﬁ was
E; now disfigured by ruins « torn down buildings, deserted lots - the
%— fields once fertile were swamps. Mr. Young did nmot like it.

; There was the fine old stone mill, which Abraham Van Horne had

“i built,falling to pieces. Why not restore it -« set it going?

ij It could serve the farmers of whom he was one. Today it is a

‘% busy and picturesque spot in the town.

k::i He bought ruin after ruin and cleared them out. He

made a park from a swaupy spot in the eenter of the village.

He bought the remains of the old Van Horne house, once the pride
of the village and restored it to be the home of his m;
Rogix Another tumbled down house of fine timbers and good lines
'bnon ot-t.glod as a home for his son. He wanted his Mother to have
flowers through the winter and he put up an unpretentious : '
greenhouse and sent a man from the village, who seemed to mn

have a taste for that sort of thing, to a good nursery to be
educated for the place.




Another rich man, if he had wanted to stay iniﬂ .'

part of the world where his fathers had been before him, might

and probably would have gone onto one of the beautiful -am
above the village, built himself a chateau = avuu-u*
house - a thing that architecturally had no relation to the
development of the country. Me would have put high walls

around it md planted things that hever had been seen or unld .
of in the Mohawk Valley. mt Owen D. Young did not see thlm
that way. He really did not want to have anything, de m

so much better than what his neighbors had or did, that m w
be separated from him. The Youngs had helped clear and bunl this
country. iHe wanted them to go on clearing and building. If h.
ever put "big money" as they called it, into Van Hormnﬁ.ll. lt
should be spent for evarybody\ﬂm soon was spending 'b:l. money®
for along in 1923 he decided to electrify the town at his owm
expense = if he could get the power. But that was not so easy

as it looked. The nearest lines were twelve miles awm: th” of
the Adirondack Power and Light Company. No doubt if the h‘l‘ ‘l
the Geneial Plectric had suggested that he would like an m
to Van Hornesville it would have been made as a favor, but ““
as business proposition, the load to be picked up in s» m
a settled commnity would not justify so costly an e ‘

Mr. Young held another view. 4e believed the Power
Companies had an obligation to the farmer and that m
within the farmer's reach he could be educated to m .ﬁ
ultimate mnt of the cm.

e
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Q!% | Sty While he was hesitating one of his . ..

i ' admiring friends. 4 Lr. Rex Cole - & successful apostle ‘ -

k- better 14 'fo&f’h&a and actually m-ulu m ’ _f' -

: I‘i that as an experiment it m- worth their ailc ‘pm

ig It was only after he had won their reluctant consent that hg (el

'sji brought in Nr. Young's naue,

= It is a vhole saga - this eleetrifying Van Iom

Ig from the day the town learned that the poles were headed “

I&i way ,to the hour when liother Young at the switechbeard in h’

gl back hall - there was no other place in town ﬁt it = Mﬂ the |

'g_ lights, | ‘

E And this was Christmas Eve, There had been many delays :
f; in getting over the hills, Nr. Young's heart was m on s%lﬂllh 1\
E_f lighted town Christmas tree. The town itself was wired = im
iﬁ conduits - no distiguring/-'mxmtu_‘ ups :
L:t: ovorythlng was ready to turn on at ﬁother !oﬂc'lp.:fwi le :

in the two churches; the tree was trimmed but the last mﬁ
still a half mile away,and then Mr. Rex Cole appeared in “

boots nnd storm jacket for the snow was deep around Van

dusk when the current was turned on and huit.. streets ﬂ
Christmas tree burst into light. The villagers poured mm
park and from all around the country the farmers tel

to know what was on fire.
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" yollewing this great celebration came the el
cation of the Young farms. Water and lights, nm
and krindotonol.‘ separators and eh_nnl.. we.shing : _
vacuum cleaners, hay hoists and corn cutters - all m
new power,
Hard worked farmers and hard worked farmer®s 'l'ﬂ«
vatched the miraculous 1ifting of burdems » figured &nnﬁ%
calculated whether increased product would pay for m-rm
Cxp.nltl ¢ dreamed of freedom and pleasures they .ad coae “
believe were never to be theirs, all of which Owen D. !tﬂ‘*
had in mind when he put in electricity - to make them -lt il“illi
willing to work for ite |
: The electrification was a great thing fer Van muh
and the town was very proud of itself. But a greater thm "
to it soon after « came in disguise of disaster - iho' m
burned down .. the schoolhouse to which Owen Young had !11“‘
through all his boyhood | a little one-room box of a uuuu'
school, dingy. snmall, often I fear uncomfortable, but um i.'. :

Iohoolhoun,lmd it was in ashes.

The township of Stark, in which Van Mornesville z.sqg. '

has a school superintendent, Mr. 8. C. Kimm, whom mr. m “
described as a "burning volcano concealed under a m.t exterio:
and this "burning voleano® began utthlug with a M m*

soon as he heard of the Van Hornesville fires



*Why,* he asked himself,and quickly so wrote to . '
¥r. Young, "Why should we not replace the old house with l
modern up to dste schoolhouse? It would fit i with your
village improvements and would be the pride of Van m
and the whole town of Stark. Why not make thﬂ best little mﬂ
house in Herkimer County?*®

1 can imagine how that letter must have stirred thl
imagination of Mr. Young , how he must have seen at om tllt
here was a chance to cap all t‘mt he had done fer his Cld home,
a chance to guarantee its future, for if the children coming on
could be trained to make the most of themselves and of m'
inheritance ,nould not Van Hornesville be sure of a ooqtm
life» might it not become a model of what a country ms should
be? What a contribution to the farm problem that would M

Qt-.ko it that thgg--murmm*olﬂnm

Er. Young received the superintendent's glowing letter)that —'h

was committed to the idea, though it was some three months
before he was able to get to Van Hornesville and talk ihe m
over with the authorities of the town. He had a plan ready m
them , the gist of which was ; that he would give Van w
a new school if everybody would join with hh. according hm
means, in working out something of which they could .1.1 be ”.
His part and their part were put down in a m %

proposals which were to be voted on at a Mm of th& _ "_'
which was what happened. The vote was practically -



The town and the man did not stand alene in the enter-
prise. The township, county, State achocl authorities must be
consulted; must agree to their plan; an architect must be found.
;"ﬁ'}’nf?:r 'ﬁ:i:no\fnxrmtg:‘;::: .uoro sympathetic and m
co=gperation from outsiders th&}&nln.w
skxuxxxgraapadx when it was realized that Mr. Young was doing
'hll ievel best to m‘@:o this a work in which everybody ln the
neighborhood would have his part; Moreover, M:# had somee
thing much larger in mind than °the best little schoolhouse im
Herkimer County" - timdx what he wae thinking of was the best
country schoolhouse in the State , the United States , not & ono- ;
room affair,but one with many rooms, class rooms, wWork Troome for
boys and girls, a library and-wonder of all to them « a community
hall, "with movies\"® .

It was to be a school in which every side of thﬂr'
lives was to be stimulated, which would open their eyes to the
wonders and possibilities of their farms, the lovliiness of the

natural world, put them in touch with the finest things in the

world of the day outside their wvalley ;- and it wvas to be a

beautiful place, one they would be proud of all their 1i
this brought a glow to every man and woman asked to help. 50!.
was something worth their best and they gave it.

There was no d.h&. As soon as the frost was out of
the ground the clearing of the site began « all Van lom

i




standing around to watch it, talking it over, in thl m
on the street corner or by their firesidew in the M
A stray photographer ﬂnuu his way inteo th. m
looking for what there might be of interest to "take" m Wc
"What are you doing here?" he asked of ome of the ”
working on the excavation, ‘
"Wy, this,® heybold Mim, "is our new schoolhouse.
Owen D. Young lives in this town and he is giving it te m‘
"Does Mr. Young come here often?® asked “he

*Yes," said the workmen, "that's him,

The amazed young man loocked ove#® to see a tall ﬂﬂ.
in shabby trousers and muddy shoes, energetically at work with a
pick axe. He could not believe his eyes. _

Ask ¥r. Young how much he worked on that mutm
and he will tsll you, "Only while they took my picturet®™

His joy was in watching the people at work, realizing

~that he was getting what he was after - the co-operation of

everybody in the undertaking.

* Ho part of the building of the schoolhouse .rmnﬂl.
Mr. Young and in the villagers more interest, discussion Ql , |
experimenting, than the choosing and fitting together of the o

stones for the walls. The building was to be on the simpl o
Colonial lines, perfect for its purpese - perfectly M\ﬂ
its place in the narrow valley with the background of lov



The local stone,gray, often streaked and m" v
.-bl.u.nrumdmcn. was to be used. !hm
wide over field and hill ‘ 18ider
proper stones, often big "round=heads® which nl“ gave
color and warmth of tone, they sought. .-

*It was beautiful to see the men laying m
ur. Young told me oncc“hmmmtb
*putting them toccthor experimentally and going off m'-
saying, *No, that is not right = change that.* n.i-n; _

~eluding, "Wow that is what we want.t |

"0f course this all cost a great deal wore m ]
the architects thought it should, lj.-ut we never could hn ;

such a wall as we hap in any other way. 1 remember omb

O man from the architect's office came up here. w
i he didn't understand what we were doing. The men were e

S vith a plece of wall and thought they had it nearly righ%,
(g when he came along and esaid, .

I don't like your wall, you ought to make it
wall of tne cld schoolhouse on the hill.' There waspne W
that had been built a hundred and fifty years ago w'm‘

a was to Ilmltntn it. Well, the head mason and his lﬂm
Er their tools and said,

"'We'll wait for Mr. Young.'

~ "ihen I caue I told this young man M
xnmummm-nm t!ll»m-ﬂl
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yesrs old; that our men had advanced since that time '3
not wart to do that kind of work. They had a pride in their

gkill. They were working with their minds as well as m,

hends. So I called the men back and said, *Now, you make "ﬁ h

best kind of a wall you know how to make. You m to tm ) o

 time, study and decide what is right.* Nothing could m m
more interesting than the way they went at it. It was m
the way that the cathedrals were built - not by copying M
but by giving men a chance to work out their omn ideas,.
"Another thing that the young man did not understand,
though our architect did perfectly, was that we were umm '
more then a wall. We were building a community, building .um.

stimlating men thut belonged here in this valley to new effort.

An outsider probably douldn't be expected to realize that b‘ _
that is what we were doing - what we have done. You see w ‘ %
is their school. Yot my school at all. They built it. Wo : :
there are nan here that know where every stone in these Nul

»

came from." ‘ ’“"_?..- :

.' One of Vr. Young's deep satisfactions in the “ m

that it brought him into close contact with one of his

and his oldest friends, Abram Tilyow. S
"Uncle Abe,” as everybody in the township of m
called him, was from beyhood the closest friend of Owen | rou
father. And when that *good farme# and good man,® as }
once deseribed him, died, in 1906, Abram Tilyou did
- take his place. | |



"You must be a very wise man,” I said to Ih ﬂ
time of my first and only visit with him, only a few m s
before his death in February of 1931, "Mr. Young has told H
that you are one of his wisest counselors.”

"That is just Owen's talk,” he Mt. though you m
see he was glowing with pride, *I was his father's best m
It is sentiment with him,."

*But he has been a son to me,” he went on, 'ﬂm
wanting to do something for me. Of course there are a lot ﬂ the
things he has offered to do that I can't accept. You know how it
is in a place like Van Hornesville. Suppesing I took ln-!ﬂ;'n
car and chauffeur, when she wasn't using it, as Owen wants n
to do. Why, what would the meighbors say? They would say that
I was using Owen.

*You mustn't take too serious what Owen says .b-dn -
the stories he tells., He has a way of always turning them m
h:lmulf « giving me all the credit. Now, there is that m.
he told over in Emfope about things alwayse oonutfot’ﬂ.‘
conference like thesy were having PXUPUSNNgE.. You remember *_t
he told about one of his old neighbors yp here in Van m
wanting to buy one of his cows. That was me. -

*The way I heard it was tht Om said that I “ el

o

down and asked him how much he wanted for a certain M
*'Well,' "he said to me", 'I think it is worth about
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"Then he said I thought awhile and didu't say m
thing. ilnnny I got up and started off, ;

*Owen said he called out, *Uncle Abe, how about that
cow, do you think you want ite?

"Well, I told him, that is, Owen said I said so,
it*s too dear to take and it is too cheap to leave. And M I
took it. :

*Well, now maybe I did say something like that, bus
the way he tells that story gives the idea that I had to pay him
a price that I thought a little too high. It wasn't like that ~t‘
at all. He gave me that cow for less than it was worth. nu : :
always doing that kind of thing - always giving. But when he
tells a-story abovt trading he always makes out that he is the one
that gets the advantage. I

"yhile we were building the schoolhouse here, he ul »
always putting me forward. Did you ever see that picture of
Owen and me? Well, they were taking pictures up here of what we
were doing around the schoolhouse and Owen said, *Come on m
Abe, I want you in this picture.® Well, I just held back. 1
didn't seem to me I ought to push myself into a picture with Owen.

Of course I wasn't trying to do it, it was him, but it didn't seem

to me proper. It was just his kindness, always tryigg to “

something to make me happy, keep me interested. He QM
stand it Af he didn't think I was happy. It u a w m

r
£,
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for me to know him and have him like a son.



"I haven't any doubt myself of his being a M i

m « he is a great man.

/'I un't 1ike this public work that he is dofhg -« too m“

him., Why, you ought to have -mmﬂnnm“hmm
France, looked years older. We all said so. That is what !
don't like about it. This public work of his is taking too
much out of him. That is the way we all feel about him up n&n.-

On the wall of the vestibule of the Van Hornesville ’
schoolhouse there is a big bronze tablet m the *"names kC‘
the people who built our schoolhouse”.amsudeconded:s Nr. M in
ordering it stipulated that there should be *"no ﬂctotinl M
controlling either the character of the plate or the language on
it.* His wishes were certainly respected for at the bottom m
reads= ‘

*This building was built by the coe-operation of the
men named above and many others who aided and assisted them and
without the service of a contractor, a lup'onnt.ndint- or-; h;-'

Nor was it vtctornn to name on the tablet at the Mtﬂ
of the 1list of leaders in the enterprise - architeect head m.
head carpenter, etc., stc,

®"pAbram Tilyou and Owen D. Young = Rocking Chair
Consultants,”

However, nothing that ever happened to Abram !ﬂn

made him prouder than the knowledge that m-mmnﬁ
that of Owen D. Young was going down in history.



Miss Josephine Young remarked to her mm* e )
first saw the tablet that if a few thousand years from now ?
excavators should unearth it they would have me trouble u
understanding everything on it save, "Rocking Chair m‘

*yhat would they make of that®" : .
It was on the Fourth oftll’ n-mmmm ;

dedicated. "A monument to the craftsmen of this c_w.'n 2

said Mr, Young in his inaugural speech, “"and also a --utu

those men and women who patiently and devotedly carried on as

i SIS S o

teachers in our old schoolhouse. They happened to’_bc mny m

ey SRy~

and therefore this building must stand for them.,® L
From all sides came congratulations. To one great

school wan who had spoken of the debt the educational world owed

him, ¥Mr. Young wrote,
*I am getting fun enough out of it so thnt nobedy owes
me anything." |
So he was,and he still is.
I never heard him tell/With more appreciative chuckies
xxf any episode tmﬂm on
tie verands of his Arisoms bungalow in the Spring of 1931, he

talked about the snow plow contest that he had staged in

Van Hornesville a short time before he left for the m. ;
“They had unusual snows there last winter," he
"In some places they must have been ten feet on & level.

Principal wrote me that many of the children could m



school. Of course we had to do something about that,
suggested a contest,
»It came off early lnhrchlhﬂl!'atmnl

always do, for Mother's birthday - March 1lth. All the m
manufacturers sent their big snow plows. It was great fun t.
see them bucking those drifts. One of the machines had ﬂl :
misfortune to break a part and they actually mmt the l!llu ’
placements from New Jersey by airplane, so that the plew w
go back into the fight,

| *The winner did wonderful work. It would march lli‘

those great drifts without a halt or a quiver, throwing up twe

feet at a time, then turn around in its tracks and throw up twe

feet more, 106 and all. There were banks sixteen feet high M .
the rond} ihon it got through and the road was open. I M th-
that after this we would be able to get those children to school,
howeves deep the snow might be.® .
Back of Mr. Young's interest in making the “"new
school®” & thing of beauty without and within was his m
that in so far as possible children should be protected “
conditions which breed or onyhn:l.io complexes, } &
*I wanted the children to.hocm acquainted at m
start with what was in good taste, wanted them to become “

to attractive ways of living. I remember when I first -utwh

mmvmm-odmdtromxmwmmi”

the ways of living there from what I had always been



/!huomwtiﬂ“
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I found there an

mdf I began to ruu:c ho'-nmmﬂumﬂw
and at college. It made me uncomfortable.® |
‘He went about this in an original way. In mh y
get the clmes of teachers that he wanted for the faculty of
the van Hornesville District School it was necessary teo m
utm qnu'tm « the town having no accommodations for M -
n‘oc?rdln;ly Mr. Young added to the school plant a most dm
Dutch Colonial house for the Ptinc:lpg.l with wings in 'm\ﬁ M
are complete little apartments for teachers. All of this mm
furnished gayly, fittingly, most attractively. The ohm hn
the free run of the pfincipalls house and there, as Mr, Im mt
"gee how tihings ought to look." : 45 3
‘#These children will never be embarrassed mmu |
away out into the world. They will be at ease = I never “
when it comes to comparison they will say, *Well, you ought to '
see our school, our teachers' houses at Van Hormesvillei'® |
From the day the school opened with its little canw
of teachers,carefully chosen with the aid of the best of il. |
advisors ,fnxkhe Skake it was the joy of the children of M
Hornesville. They over-run it. Built for fifty the n-hw.'-n :
increased that the beautiful library had to be turned tm t

¢lassroom, much to lir. Young's sorrew. You could um ”
the children away from the school. Last F¥all going in at 1




o%olock in the afterncon I found & half dozen of ¢
to their desks busy with something they were too
in ‘to leave. Outside on the playground there were
number. They would even let the school mamm
three and four miles in order to have an extra w at ‘.
beloved school.
It was natural enough that mmxﬁmum

van Hornesville were getting in enjoyment and m
eould there not be a community school at Van mmxu “
they could all go they began to aak? smﬂntum mu
suggested this when Mr. Young mmmmw

bﬂlMo ‘g ~ | o
"No,* he said, "not until they ask for it = then we'll

(Y am not sure that the demand of the mmun-- '

e Tk
/

; would hava been loud enough 1f very soon the voices ot‘_
“%- parents had not been addodnad I am not sure that m
é wwmm;-uuaawmttﬂ;luﬂ__
0 for the pull of the weekly moving picture shows in the ®
t&? m.uamumuwamhuw
i eould get his hands on free to all the parents and

B e




to come. The matter wus put up to ¥r. Youngs He -"“
suggestion -« "Why not let all the m-m:mmm'] )
rarente and Teachers Association come?® And 1t was so deo
There was an immediste swelling of the ranks of that m
It wae not leng b.foﬂ;;,&tlw purents of the township were m
their ehildren in the demand that the Van lornesville school be

made a community schioolhousee :
Wnat did Mr. Young tiink about it?* *Well,® he said,
“1f the distriet will vote for it and the Department in Albany
approve ,I'1l enlarge the school, the district, of course, m
its part in certain ways which I will stipulate. |
The caupaign began at once and there was much
excitement and a lot of fun for Nr. Young from the steries that
came to him as to what was going on. The election came off the
first of May 1931,and was over-whelmingly in faver of the
proposition « a hundred and fiftyeone to twentyefours
"By the will of the people I build,® said Mr. m
And that is what he has done. I dewdd u:-imhmu
put a million dollars into an enterprise,and tht is M
what the plant is going to Gost him before it 1s m.,«-u
drew from it as much genuine satisfaction as he Wu! m

i
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I said ut the start that it seemed to me Owen D s
Young was finding in thies count®y laboratory of his 'M.m
sat isfied affection, a well of wisdom, outlets for his m
energy.® Among the many tiings Owen Young finds in Vam |
Hornesvilles i3 a touchstone, |

I heard him say once that living in such a community
u‘that. being a part of it, was a sure way to keep a man ﬂ-
thinking too highly of hinself,

*When a mun sits constantly as the Chmirman of important
Committees, as I do, he is uﬁ to get an idea that he I.'I“
deal of a fellow - a better fellow than perhaps he really ise
I go up to Van Hornesville and the people look at me m
and say, "on.'um. what are you up to mow?* They mnfhi
place. I know I can't fool them.*

Van Hornesville is his touchstone' and it also gives him
that most important thing so hard to get in our rushing and
confused vorld = o place in which he has the time, the quiet
and the human touch so necessary to all sound thlnki.m and h
uses it for ﬁrnhg;- out problems which concern us all.

Take the question troubling the country in m..
what should the Government do mbout the Soldier*s Bonus? m-
and the Aduinistration were having an ugly tug over the matt
The veterans wanted the three billions and a half dnnud b
the Government had promised them = in 1945 = wanted um '




Congress under the pressurs wus yieldings The Treasury « the
Bankers of the countyy said, "o, it must not be dones That is

more money than the couwntry has wvuilable for investment - for
building « for railroads. Ve need it to provide jobs, not to
use in a tewporary stimulation of our consuuing power, as the
veterans would use it." lieither side saw a middle ground.

The Congressional Committee in charge called an
various citizens - among then lkr. Young - for their opinions.

¥r. Young did mot waut to go. “I Jﬂi& know anything
about the soldier's bonus,” Le told them. 3Jut the comaulttes
insisted. Yov lLr. Young holds that when a Government cosmittes
wants a citizen to testify it is his Lusiness to give the best
that he has. Oince e must go he must find out what he did Shink
about it. So he took tihe documents in the case to Van Hornesville;
aat down alone and éxamined himself.

"Supposing that I, Owen B. Young, had given notes to a
lot of my fellow townsmen up here « notes for a thousand dellars
each, due in 1945, and one of the fellows came to me and sald,

"*See here, Owen, my wife is sick and has got to have
an operation. I haven't any moneye. Couldn't you discount M
note now or part of it at uaati'l e

% {And another cune and said,® *Owen, I've got - lll‘"
on my house. Munlmn&nnthmmohymm_

of next week it will be forecloscd. thm.m '
help me out?? e



"inother cane and saide® tOwen Wy cur is
shabby = ~ bad business = I want to buy » new ones Can®t ¥
discount my notey® " on

© %And another® = -mm.:mmu‘nm
room in that house of mine and my wife wants it « the
want it. Can't you discount my mote?® Lo

*¥ell, now what nmuqmumsuw
Of course I must get the money :u:muuun“mu

operation and for Joe = I can't let hiu lose his house. st T 7

year until thinge aure easier,
*So 1 mxth-togcturmm-xummtm
time myself. It's very difficult for me to put my hands ﬁ“
to meet my obligations and emergencies; but Iv1l get m.—n;m
you who absolutely must have it but I won't give it h ”ﬁ
‘ut 4t for things that you ean get along without m.m’m
wAs far os I could see that was the situstion d the

Guvernment « there were thousands of velerans in tight
The Government ought to find money to tide them overs

“But there were thousands and hundreds of '
others who didn't need the money. It should mot be m"u \hem

under the circumstances, There was my text. Mﬂw
wrote my speech.






