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Senator Palmer on the chicuo.' Comqm,m,

Senator Palmer was among the Illinois mma who wont ﬂw

Chicago #ss@i convention in 1860 and helped secure tm mmm A

Lincoln. He was not a delegate,but he was & Ropublioan of grm

prominence,having been chatrman of the first Remblican atata mm ‘

¢t fon,four years prev iously. Karlier he had been a Damot:rnt.mt *
the slavery question had alienated him from the Dewocracl m uu.
Senator Palmer says:

"In +he preliminary struggle we 2ammi had to contm vith m

Illinois wan who was opposing Lincoln's nomination. This m ”
John' Wentworth. He was far Seward,and he a.ssaila‘dtho:”:'_
menaging Lincoln's campaign. He said we had cheated Lﬂwoh&w
the Senatorship in 1855,when Trumbull was elected. wm:m
around the hotels talking for Seward and endeavorirg: todincr.dzt b
Lincodn,and finally we detailed a mn to follow him around m;

denounce him. . %W PGJJV"\W '“ :

“OQur great struggle/was to prelfent Lincoln's nminatwim .

for the Vice Presidency. The Seward men were perfectly lillm t.m

he should go on the tail of the ticket. In facot,they soomdd MM" :

mined that he should be given the Vice Presidential nomm-um : n

were mm not troubled so much by the antagonism of the S¢ A
by the overtures they were gonstantly making L0 us. They 1.
overwhelmed us with kindness.  Judge Dav id Dav is came 4o i

Tremont House,greatly agitated at the way things were go:
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said: ‘'Palmer,you must go with me at once Lo see tho un Jm

delegation.' I asked what I could do.  *Well,' sam ho. .'thwq u

Judge Hornblower,a grave and venerable Judso.who 18 mam __;mt

Lincoln shall be nominated for Vice Preqmont--am sward for Pr' 'm

We must convince the judge of his mistake.® e went. I m Mro- :
duced to Judge Hornblower,and we talked about the matter for amt."'._
Judge Horgjggower praised Seward,but he was especially ofmuvo m

expressing his admiration for Lincoln. He thought t.hw smrd m 'gﬂ

clearly ontitled to first place,and thet Lincoln's aninent mr
entitled him to second place. I listened for somet ime and tm o
said: 'Judge Hornblower, you may nominate Mr.Lincoln for vm
Pres ident, {f you please; but I want you to understand that thar "ﬂ
40,000 Democrats i Illinois who will suyvort this t.ickot"rﬁ': ‘-ymf*@t!ﬂ;:\
them an opportunity; but we are not Whigs,and we never exmt t-o bQ
Whigs. We will never consent to support two old Wniss oh ‘l'-hi!.”
We are willing to vote for Mr.Lincoln with a Democrat on thot!ﬁ
but we will not =mEn-® consent to vote for two old Whigs,' 3 v
seltbom seen Judge Hormblower's indignatigh muxpsaRml oqwnl;(u
mg 4o Judge Davis he said: ‘Judge Davis, is it poss:tblé :
spirit so prevails in Illinois that Judge Palmer propony
public opinion?! 'Oh,' safll Davis, affecting &= hum
at what I had said; 'oh,my God,Judge,you ecan't lecwmmr
conduct of these old Locofocos. Will they do as P
tainly. There are 40,000 of them,ani,as Palmer 'v W

of them will vote for two Whigs.' We left Hori :'
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_‘_‘;of Lincoln. It was generally understood at the U.'

a mereatly done sg Every demonsirat ion made #t u

88-Palmer,

~rage. When we were back at the Tremgnt House I said- M

are an infernal rascal %0 sit there and hear Hornbluor w mn
he did. You really seemed t0 encourageé him.' Judge Mh _ s
nothing,but chuckled as if he greatly amgyoa the joke. !'Mn m
inc ident is illustrat ive of the wwmiocomxisxsbckaxds k ind of work n m

Lo do. We were compelled to resort 4o this argumantuthat tm ou

Democrats #i, ready to aff iliate With the Republican pnrtmuu mt

= tolerate iwo Whigs on the tickd.‘iin order to breap up tho mmm?

to nominate Lincoln for Vice President. The Seward men r.cmm m :;.:

Lincoln their most formidable rival,and that was why they wishﬂﬂ
get him out of the way by giving him second pl on the t!.ckﬁ..*
“Lincoln's friends went to Chicago w:%iut momr,am

‘socured him the nominat ion without the use of money. After th’ |

nominat ion had been made John B.Hask ins of Albax’ camo mto our roou ‘
and asked us how much money we had spent. We told him: ” vo m m
the fignt without incurr ing any expense what ever. 'Whau' sam’"":v‘
in amazeme:it. 'NO money necessary 40 nominate a mm for'?rqslmub‘

You had better come dowmt to Albany and teach us fellows somct. i

“I do not know of any organizat ion of Lincoln s’_hb',

the galleries,but 1 have always suspected tha Norman B.Judd QM is

able lieutenants tock pains to see that there was a Pttpo .

Lincoln men in the galleries. Judd had charge of tho:iz' ;

it was only natural that he should use his power to m



 4--Palmer.

;__Mmegmgrjm were with _ng'_l_g?' o
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Senator Palmer remeubers no striking incident o

state convention at Decatur. He does notvrvoeal‘l‘ m

resolut ion instructing for Lincoln,
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carr ied tne convention with him.,--J.McC.Dav is.
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