g - (Copyright, 1895.) :
e i S
- 1“@HICAGO, March 11.—The ‘plan of cam-

{

_ paign” which paved the way to Mr. Lin-|
A - coln’s first nomination for the presidency wa's(
( _—T"77Taid outMa the Illionis state central commit- |
Yy . tee and in the office of the Chicago Tribune. |

., Mr. Medill was secretary of the committee"
ar&éﬂ;‘tor of the newspaper. £ e

| ¢/
‘ i ST S R ‘ :
" A W"”"j ﬂ Ms arrangegkthat Lincoln’s man 1
Y a0 ; 5 to be first “mentioned” zby the IHinois coun-
P “  try newspaper press, but the 'Tribunéﬁ., LR T /44/1/ ;%A. T)ch
i . though the leading republican paper of the
| west, was not to take the initiative." A
5 dozen county papers down in ‘the old whig
iy ,/--—‘—"remm?x%%rﬁ?o broach the subject;
:{, 9;-{ e _ then the Journal in Springfield was to copy
V) Hh e a7 ~ what t]a;agr, gali(l_ na:ind,th'e ’{hbxm;{ ,alﬁo,l witg % QZ £
' some  editorial indorsement. ock Is { o
paper was the first' to open-@wi/for the pres- 2 % Qg M&Ca—é/\
~idency. This plan was duly cdrried out and
i it worked like a charm. The people of Illi-
7 mois tookseindly to the idea. . B
) The committee had little to do with Lin- || !
coln’s trip to New York and his Cooper Union
speech. Mr. Lincoin wrote that speech in
Springfield in response to the invitation to
make a speech in New York. He brought
it to Chicago and left it over night with Mr.
Medill and Dr. Ray for examination, saying:

D

)
A
)

Lo

)C‘D) “You boys read that through and note such

‘r_': ;:hanges as you think ought to be made in

4 Fred ;

{ “We went over it carefully,” says Mr.
E Medill, ‘“‘and made a number of marginal

§ and separate notes, suggssting changes. He

o took our notes to his hotel before he left 5
1) Chicage for New York and examined the )

{ his leisure. A very few of themghe

s he threw away. He gen-

T i adopted; e
2/{4 Q/M .. erally hfd his mind made up before he

asked for advice, and he was not smwEasy-{
SIATE L OmINeVL.

MEDILL IN WASHINGTON.

 * When the time came for the Tribune to
,_“fta,l,_{‘e up Lincoln’s name for the presidency
in downright earnest Mr. Medill went to

.. Washington with the view to start the boom
from the capital. His picture of a mnews-
- -paper -correspondent’s Ilife at Washington
thirty-five years ago may be instructive to

. “the corps of today. :
‘Telegraph tolls to Chicago,” says Mr.
Medill, “were 5 cents a word. = As we were
not_very rich most of my ‘dispatches’ went

~ by mail. My office was under my hat and
.~ my headquarters were at the Washington
house, where many of the western congress-
- men-and some of the easterners were living.
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> f Among them were John A. Bingham of Ohi%
B3 ¢ and Hannibal Hamlin of Maine, and ,mem-*
T \ .~ bers from h other states. A

D “Before writing any Lincoln letters for the
« Tribune I began preaching Lincoln among

the congressmen. I urged him chiefly upon
~ ‘the ground of availability in the close and
__doubiful states Wwith what seemed like rea-|
‘sonable success.- At length I -semt to the

. Tribune a ringin coln letter, making
- his availibilit; y strong point. It was the
o first letter written east of the Allegheny

- mountains in any leading newspaper urging
" ‘Yincoln for president in preference to the
~_great and overshadowing Seward.

. “When the Tribune came back to Wash-

ington with that Lincoln letter I realized
that I was. in for trouble. Before that ti el \
““there had been a mild Seward party‘% W

y
Washington, but the line was not ehauplyg  — _..—-—"\’ie j
drawn. But now thesperéy was sharply de-| ’W/@
_fined, and all the Seward congressmen on the ‘V 4 p
e, among them even Owen Love- ; 2 Eﬁ% ,’M

Seward sid t
- slif, Farnsworth of Chicago, was for
4 ‘,./"‘ » oin, though he loved Seward. °
4 - "RESENTS THE LINCOLN BOOM.
«] had been invited to a grand reception . i
. " vrhich Seward was giving to the British min- : :
_— " isterrat that time. I had hardly entered the
{

_ drawing room When Seward saw me. He .

tapped me on the shoulder, saying: ‘Medill,
I want to see you.’ He took me into his & ’
"% yine robm and commenced at once: ‘Medill, :
you have stunned me. I've read that letter. <
" of yours in the Tribune in which you advo- ! A
© . cate Lincoln for president in preference to
~—errime, gl reasons—availability—that are

truth; saying I haven’t the
i es like Pennsyl- 203 1
P i

“yania, Indiana and Illinois, and™would be de- i
- feated, as Fremont was defeateddand that : 2 ( I/L 0/[ ‘ stat P 2 ,(

our Prairie Statesman Lincoln, can il
< y 3 /—W v

- essential states, which I cannot. oy J %
You mean (Tt . ey s
did believe itq 4 4 3

" 4] assured him that I



by T ~‘-‘ “Well,” he retorted, ‘I “consider ;_thu a
' personal insult. I had always counted .on
‘i you: as &ﬁone of m boys.” You appaaled to
"~ me from Cleveland (referring to the letters
1 writted by Mr. Medill in 1854) about chang-

ing the name of the party, etc., and I tmsted

‘you,” etc. He ended by saying in anger: i ; M s

" @ friend of mine’
e ouf, while I said

_ Teply: * ‘Successjmext fall 1 esteem of more i B ) &7 P %
fmpbrtance thah any man’s friendship.’ /- .
. “And he was as good as his word,” ‘Mr. W‘ o 74 A (/,.,é\A ,,._,,ei / %A.«L\.W
Medill continued. “I met hi & 2 g g
_ afterwards in Lincoln mbér when he (er M ; LA ey en eyﬂ'»fl}/hl ¢
was secret: e to ‘the ‘man out 1 4 i
s ries,’. g

than a formal bow, ew all a s i -
“ithe episode, for I had told him, but he never i (5
5 reterg'ed to it by word or look.”
“%° "Mr. Medill kept on writing Lincoln letters 4

_ from Washington, and the Tribune made S
.~ %Q]d Abe” the issue. Once or twice he met ! /A ’m

Mr. Lincoln after returning home,‘ and the : / L 7

candidate said: /

““‘See here. you Tribune boys have got me ‘]
> .7 'up a peg tco high. How about the vice ; 3 et
k ; presidency—won t that do?” 4

~ At one of these encounters the corre-
lpondent said to Mr. Lincoln: ‘“We are not

aymg this dance to any musician. ! &
AW . Yowre an apt!m";n at telling apropos stories. /—?} AL pVL AN W ﬂ 40/’2 < M '
W v (4

Now let me tell you one that

“When you go-to a
theater, "m-? ‘always buy a box
ticket, because with that you can sit any-
where in the house; but if you buy a pit

ticket you must sit in the pit or go out.’ ”
“How do you apply that ?7. asked Lin-

coln.

“Easily Start in for the vice presidency
and you have lost all chance of the hlgher
- place. If you must ‘come down a peg,’ as

you say, it will be mighty easy later on.
'rhe Seward fellows would jump at such Mﬂ ] W M,
to get aidemwt- you A But now it is
A4 president or nothing. Else you may count % y
the Tribu We are not fooling away
: ,—vﬂ’t"e‘% on the vice presidency.” {
P Z / “But,” persisted Mr. Lincoln, ‘“how am I
' going to get the: nomination? What states
can I carry in the convention after Illinois?’
And he took cut paper and pencil to figure
it up
“You will get your own state, solidly, to ‘
start with,” answered Mr. Medlll “and In- |
diana. Do you doubt that?”’ ‘
“No—o, I guess not. I've lived in both |
states.” |
- #“Well, those are the two pivotal states in ‘ /
the west that Fremont lost and you can get LA #

Pennsylvania.”
“Pennsylvama" Why, that’s Cameron’s
e S

. /“"‘ eEane ‘

“Yes, its ;Gameron’scstate—to trade on. A . }
Mnt expect Cameron to get any- Z / ’PWW - TS
thing but a cabinet position. Now, if ygu '& {

can carry the Keystone state in the conven- /

tion you can carry it at the polls. Now i
Jersey goes with Pennsylvania. Other “ . : <
‘states will flock to your roost. Now, you E ; Q/C

_can’t show me how. you can be beaten it| /A %.(, aﬂm&véﬁ/\, as— 4 M
“'you carry those four states.’’Ae——————""" e
‘- “There’s Chase—he holds Ohio,” mused Mr.

7 - " Lincoln.
& - “Chase is not formidable for president.” /ﬁ) M( P t M_/Z; . ! 4 . ék

! "‘Iowa is for Seward—and Wisconsin.”
- «There’s. Michigan. 379 /}/ WJ/IM W M ‘/é
fes, Michigan is the daughter of New | W‘é
But you’ll get -

York, and is for Seward.

uri, Kentucky and Nebraska. As for
55 You will get part of
. ‘I am sure of that.”

-4 ";Aieo”fz° ;yfm«an optimist?”’ Mr Lincoln
f.mwwasked ““““
‘A’ man ought to be in a fight of this ) Z’i« W m@,.,é,\
kind,” was Mr. Medill’s retort, “and you Jﬁa-/‘ z é ¢
5 &

mnst be an optimist; too.”"

And before-the campaign ended Mr Lin—
g(izln wag as optimistic as the most hopetul of |
nis v, ) 5




3 SHAr s e s i s AR e Tt o
L_/ - REPUBLICAN CONVENTION OF 1860, -
. The republican convention ofg1860 was held
in a great wigwam temporarily erected for

the purpose on Ma ket street, Chicago. Mr. |
Medill co-operated with the chairman of the
state . central. - committee, Mr. Norman B.
Judd, in arranging the delegates’ seats. This
allottment was one of the minor circum-
stances leading up to Mr. Lincoln’s nomina-
tion, and Mr. Medill tells of his share in it
With an_irresistible loock of mock contrition.
“It was,” he says, “the meanest political
trick I ever had a hand in in my life.”
~.New York came to the convention, under |
mﬁnanagement of Thurlow Weed, solid for
her” faverite son, William H. Seward. From
the Lincoln point of view it was highly de-
sirable to isolate the Empire state delegation
and place the delegates of the doubtful states
as far outside of the Sphere of its influence
as possible. By 4
““Most ‘important of the doubtful states for
‘Lincoln wag Pe
This circumstance
Lincoln . comm
New York was
 th st hall,

» eady ,
: ‘the other extreme  was placed Pennsylvania,
-at  so long ‘a reniove. that the voices

N ; ©of Seward orators of New York could barely

‘the faithful Linccln delegation nois and
‘Indiana, ‘and alsc the New Jersey delegation,
selves. from the hall for consulation they
were reasonably certain to meet delegates

which was accounted but a tail to the Key-
D from Illincis or Indiana primed with an ar-

““stone . There were conyenient passages
ment for Judge David Davis

on the side toward New York, were p 2
Pk g
> ' communication with Illinoises6 that when
&l delegates from Pennsylvania ~betook them-
o the edher side of Illinois and Indiana.

LOOK my seat,”ysays Mr. Medill, “among
my old friends of the Ohio delegation, as I
personally knewgall of them, and did what
missionar; K I could. Joshua R. Giddings
S0 “spied me and, without Yony;
Cnee . He made .
speeph for my benefit and for the edification
of the Ohio delegates within hearing. It
was to the effect that Lincoln didn’t amount
to anything and . had. but a limited. ac-
quaintance, and Seward was the natural
leader of the party. My friends among the |

Z WM . Ohioans came to my rescue and told me to
stay, and I did, smwede had ieeeTtttie=
'ﬁb argiiieat,,

I remained with the Ohio men
., ‘“After the second ballot I whispered “to
- Chairman Carter of Ohio: ‘Now is your
time. If you can throw the Ohio vote for
Lineoln, Chase can have anything he wants.’
‘H-how d-cll'ye know?’ stuttered Carter..

~he heard by the doubtful delegates of Penn-
leadin ~from the Pennsylvania seats .to
gument for Ligcoln.

e

! . Sylvania. Close ‘about the Keystone state,
the ante-rooms which were also di
waylaid many a Quaker'in this sim 2
ion and e truth as it was in
him, e Ohio - delegation was placed on

- Ask Judge Davis.
ity from Lincoln.’ 2
[““So Carter got up and boldly announced
eiéhteen or nineteen Ohio votes for Lincoln,
though the delegation had not been polled.
G%ddiugs challenged the vote, but after- an
acrimonious wrangle on the poll it was found
that Carter hadn’t ‘nigged’ more than

Y j #F twoawotes. That Ohio vote put m
. ngside of Seward. The next ballo
brought the victory, and the haughty, lordly
Ses ard’i §,g]osg Y gg] cooked, e
M 3 edill’s esti e of the importance
of ‘this

missionary woerk he states thus:

“I don’t know. that this arrangement of
seats in the convention was potential for the
nomination of Lincoln; but I have always
believed that if Pennsylvania had been placed
within the sp*here"af‘Thurlow' Veed’s— i
fluence we shouldn’t € within fifty
votes of success. \s for Ohio, if that state
had been near New York, it would never
have broken for Lincoln ‘as it did, and th
result would have been Seward’s nomina-
tion, .and defeat at the polls, for all the
‘bro-slavery and conservative elements woul
have combined against the ‘irrepressible con
flict” man and crushed him, thus electin
Douglas.’;} W aie
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