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November 10, 1941

Dear Ray Baker:

I nave been having & wondsrful visit with
voue Bleas you for sending this story cf

_ your ®erly years., TIi's you all through,

I had the bok on my list. I was going to
give it to myself for Christmes and then write

.you about 1t. DBubt o course it's muech more

fun to hsve it from vy, partieularly that

we rm~hearted introduction and lettsr,

It?'s 2 wonderful gift to the gods, Ray Baker,

to be born with such & zest for life a3z yom

have slways had, and as, prz=ise be, you are keep=
ing. Your book sounds &= I1f you are having as
mach fun going over thess past adventures as

you had in going throagh them at the time,

So much oif your expeorience is so femilar to me,
I; too, was @& vicneer éhild, end I, tOQ’ found
in ¢ollege and before the joys of out of door
l1ife. 1 sup-ose it's natural to flasttor cones
self that your own life has been more or less
1ike that of one who you love sznd sdmire,

You heve always been such 2 heoalthy influsnce

to me and I have so re jolead in the success of

your work. I am sshamed of myself that I 4id not
write when I learned thet %the Pulitzer Prize had

gone your way. You certainly earned that distinetion.
Your contribution to Wilsonians has much of that

of Nicolsy & Hey to Lineoln's life, No matter

what else i3 done in the future you'll always be
there, necessary =nd recognized.

I didn't write at the time begsuse these days and
for a good mny days I am doing 1little thst I
want to. After a coupls of years of fight :
exhsustion I had to give in & year and a halfl ago,
a tired old heart, and some kind of a nervods
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affection. I am slowly getting stronger, but

1t 1s so slow. I ceme up here where I am not
suprosed to work more tham two hours any day

or see anybody more than fifteen minutes and
where my deveted Sister rules me with a2 rod of
iron. Once I mede up my mind there wes something

that eould be done I have besn fairly resigned

and I have loved tha eountry., I have a little
sitting room thet faces the west and I sm watehing
the sun travelling scuth behind a line of hills

I see from my west window with daily delight. I
don't carc if I never ses anothar town,

I am much rore resigned in this experience than
you were when ycu had to tske your edventure in
sclitude., I got the book out the other day and
re-resd 1% with mueh more sprrecistion than I did
at first,

I hope you are keeping well. I know lirs. Baker
looks efter vou and ~robably you are both golng
off for the south sooms A hapny winter to you ,
and a healthy one. Work, but don't work too hard,

Always affecticnately,
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