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STERN & REUBENS
COUNSELORS AT LAW

i &2 BENJAMIN H.STERN 149 BROADWAY , "!w YORK

Qe . RAYMOND REUBENS ;

\L i CABLE ADDRESS v s ; ; M O
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Miss Ida Tarbely,
120 Bast 19th Street.
New York City.

Xy dear Wiss Tarbeli:

Realizing that you are anxious to b.m e
word with regard to the Charles Sale contract which m i
forwarded,without any delay because of your plma ‘N S
leave the city, I have gone over same immediat
‘its receipt. 1 do not know whether yom wish t' submi ¢t
one by way of cofinter- propositiom or not, but "bhg tgu et
cal} your attention to numerous particulars in o
this agreement fails %o cover you, o

In the first place, thc agreumt nﬂ:on : ’h-
no mention whatever shat your name is anywhere to appear’.
in connection with the stage version or 1tq‘nmwu”,' .
or adverti sing.

Secondly, it is snadvisable to cx'u
absolute control of the sale of motion picture rtgh‘lt iQ :
tm dramtist. :

Thirdly, it is more imdﬂu’bts ;
give him absolute control of the motion picture

in the event he should exercise an option to try
write a complete play, and there is turther no r
why you should stand any of the expense,\in the event
that he ocannot write the play himself. The en i
clause relative to this calling in of a ooua.bau.'
: on his part is extremely indefinite, :

Fourtn, there is no umitutiu 3
the length of time that he shall have the right o
paoduce the play should he ever write 1t. A |
reverter clausé should be written into the
so that, in the event that he fails to have .
-tipulnted number of perfomances of the comp
during fixed periods, the rights in your wa:'&‘
yert to you, -

: In the next place, I omn
_eause he may be compelled to brtna m 8¢
; u'ntn b’ lrurioua pm_otipn' PR
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copyright should go in his name. The best to uuu ,
him in this way is a joint copyright, with a privile
bringhg actions at his own expense, to protect the ri
granted. : : 5

_I further state: that it is not a'.éﬂnbihkfﬂi
pemmit him, upon giving any performances whatevyer aftey . . .
the third year, to hold the right to your work for vaude- 4,

ville perfomances for the succeeding years of the co

right. One performance would scarcely show you any ~_ AU ™
return, and yet he might give one performance per year -~ [
just for the purpose of holding it. : o St '

Purther, it would be advisable to define what = =
are considered complete weeks, In some states, sevem = urqud,
days of perfomances are given in vaudeville, and in other ¢ =
plaees only siy. ) o

I would also suggest a minimum royi.‘lﬁ- inthe
event that he gives less than a complete week, :

With regard further to the complete rights
granted him of a year from the first public perfommance g
in which to exercise an ovtion for making a play, it is ¢
entirely too indefinite and too long. Should be exercise et
it on or before a given date, which date, if you have ne .,
objections, may be placed as September 1922, et

I would in your place further object to amn ’; AEpT e
extension of thirty days in which to pay royalties, gm0
would mean that you might have to wait forty days, becsuse
royalties aredue ten days after the end of the week, and
then you haveto give a thirty day extension, making the
minimum time which you would haveto wait under the agreeme
forty days for your royalties, A

S ‘I beg further to call to your attention the ,
fact that the statement that the agreement shall contaim
every temm and condition not inconsistent with the agreement
which he has proposed with 2 standard contract betweem
suthors and preoducers, endless disoussion would asxine
as to what is the stendard contrasct between authors and
producers, In this connection, if 2 standard is te
referred, the best one is the minimum contract adopted
theAuthors lLeague of Americs, Inc, ; %

Yurther, in any event it is preposte:
grant him any interest in the motion picture :
upon hiw exerwising ancpption to make a comp
_rﬁ:z interest in motion pictures should be ¢
upon his having caused the play, not only %o
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