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Winter Park, Fla.,
June 38, 1835,

Miss Ida M., Tarbell,
McCall's Magazine,
New York City, N.Y.,

Dear Madam:

1 am a Congrogational minister from the north,
and have had pactorates in Sanford, Tampa, and this.
beautiful city, Mrs. grower and 1 have read with deep
interest your surveys of Florida conditions and have
heartily enjoyed them.

After twelve years of residence and service
in this state, we ought to be fairly well informed
and qualified to recoynize the accuracy and value of
your aescriptions and conclusions,

Agricultural development is our ygreat essential.
1 bought recently in a Winter Park market cottage cheese
made in Wisconsin, W have becn euting potatoes from
Maine, Dakota, and Cuba., Lot aelling was for months a
mat ter of multitude psychology. I vieited onEdevolopment :
near Sebring (a so-called "terrace," 1land perfectly flat),
which had fifteen handsome busses to bring possible
buyers free, and fifty youny men, each with his own car
to exhibit and urgé the purchase of lots, That to my
mind has been one of the evils of the boom situation--
the vwinning such a host of men and women from places
where they might be producing something into selling of
"impos-iblew lots.

Then there is the diversion of a host from
the furms or industries into filling stations, multiplied.
Sometime ago, as of courae you know, the Standard 0il
started in buying good business pointe for retail sales.
Often hzalf blocks, cemented fronts, cornering the corners,
This brings me to an appeal 1 wish to make.
The price of gasoline varies as one finds who
takes long drives, In Tampa at timee 1 have bought as
low as twenty cents, usuully twenty-five, were, for
months it was twenty-eix, then it jumped to twenty-eight, .
where it now stays., Kerosene was twenty, now it is twenty-
five, No statements make clear the reason, except the
familiar one that Mr, Rockefeller needs more money, and that
the rise is arbitrary,. nInvestigatione" at washington:
bring no swtiefuction, Undoubtedly you have data, under-
stand the reason for the fluc tuatione which mean real hard-
ship, 1 have to limit the use of my Ford) while the ill-
feelily ise universal, I venture to ask that you write an
article explaining these high pricee of gas, No other article
could be more popular,
With cordial appreciation of your fine aervico,

S8incerely Yours, e g
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