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Lr to live with when crossed in his wish
o but, on the whole, a~respectable sem,

(=  levoted to his famllv with too glmte
\—  segard for what his neighbors would \- ?/UL,&(/L’L,
say of him to do anything flagrant-
v ly wvulgar, and too good a heart to
i~*  be continually disagreeable, hat he
I lacked in dignity of charactérand eleva-
I—  tion of sentiments, Mme Philipon sup3
ed—a serene, high-minded woman,

S 11 ) v .-
.E; Enowmg no other life than that of her — #(W/M,ZL/ J/,:"?/Z/&ﬁ&m

C“

T Rlidin Cenddared . g eediads i a_

;’/{, v&}_)ﬂ/yb{ﬂﬁ,
MM/M, Mo Wnels o

um eolld_ s Vs
e o Uty et aads e, Il e Vewmad,

S Wl ua L&e: e Lectretey o By A
e aJ g v wiad w}L U Lo

ol‘g % /Jwb% L tundee b idote,
g (,(,( an swnkbeewnd hannanta,
S Yo wwcg wrde yiiteel and

|

.




o "*wn- ST SR ¢

& . wread and to write, to give her some ideas
+ of history and geography and even of
= » Latin, and to train her to sing, to dance,

o ) .. and to play the guitar and
Ug, the violin, - *

u The real education of
2 Manon was not what she
S was receivi in these or-

l—t thodox ways, she had be-
gun to read—to read with

l— absorption, energy, ardor.
E,_ The books which passed
r through her hands were of
3

%C“ the most haphazard sorts. Before she
LB was eleven years old she had read
-~ the lives of all the saints, the Civil
K2 Wars of Appias, a work on the Turk-
‘F— ish theatre, Scarron, many volumes of
& travels and mémoigs, a treaty on Con-
e tracts, another on Heraldry—and the
5 latter to such ;-g‘%g- pose that she
= amazed her father by criticising some
b ‘of his work composed against the rules

o  of the art—Tasso, Télémaque, Candide, |- @d«{ﬂ/?/blj '8 Lwcf
| =

o ~Plutarch. The ion for reading
© | gonstimed her, M=beala A=z

: |

b wens | ) -

b . and=she 1 h to in | - . - B 3
> lguise of o prverbookyweedye tat  Ipnulion of oo turte Uiy
F ‘ahe “had I.!Ot been bo : Av:l(: ouaand'i % é .

E_, - years ago in Sparta or in Athens. /
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] The convent did very little for her in-
= tellect, but much for her development.
> It calmed her religious frenzy by giv-
(¢  ing her plenty of devout exercises, and
¥ it furnished her a new outlet for her
emotions—a friend, a young girl frem
i—  Asmiens, Sophie Cannet by name. This
'—  friendship took at once the form of a
passionatg deyption, and when the girls
I3 parted, they began, a correspondence
(p  Which is undoubtedly, the most remark-
able correspondence ‘betiween two girls
zl ever published.t Never were there
more ardent love letters written than
i~ those of Manon to Sophie. She com-
1 miserates all the world who does not
know the joys of friendship. She suf-
o fers tortures when Sophie’s letters are
(0, delayed, and, like every lover since the
'—  beginning of the postal service, evolves
(2 plans for improving its promptness and
. 1ts exactness. She reads and rereads
(v the letters which always fill her pockets,
<3 and she rises from her bed at midnight
o to fill pages with declarations of her
fondness. § M
This intensity did not prevent Manon
Ga including much in her letters which is
> valuable in a study of her personality.
<  For her to feel, to think, to aspire, was
to write. All her life, up to the very
\>  evening of the last day, she had the
I~ passion for the pen. Her letters to So-
. phie contain not alone her love, but a
> detailed and exact, if diffuse, account of
her development. Never was person
¢ more interested in himself, more given
~~ to reflection on human conduct and re-
L lations, more determined to develop a
v~ sufficient philosophy. She shows re-
O markable independence in her judg-
> mMents, comparisons, and ecriticis
= having flung authority overboard
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7 1ned-all with suspicion.” She certainly
sexamined all conscientiously, reading
dutifully all the apologists of the Catho-
;—jhc Church suggested by her good curd,
—and also reading immediately after—
‘ ,not by the suggestion of the curé, we
—2may be sure—all the philosophers and
(» sceptics whom they pretended to re-
| fute. £ [
§% The philosophers overwhelmed the
o E:logists. Manon did not, however,
< abandon the church. She explains that
2 she feared to aflict her mother and to
%? give a bad example to the domestic, if
a she neglected religious forms. Nor did
& she succeed in adopting any particular
— gystem of philosophy. “The same thing
happens to me,” she says in one of her

b
o wuclios ¢

ced ¢

~

E?— letters, “that happened to the prince

L

[—

E}: who went to the courts to hear the
- pleas. The last lawyer who spoke al-

ways geemed to him to be the one who

= was right.” Her last philosopher was
L always right. A strange phase in the
GO transformation from Christianity to free-
\> thinking which Manon Philipon under-
&« went, is that she seems never to have
— experienced any of the suffering, the
\o ' bewilderment, the grief which loss of
T faith causes to so many. It was &
T characteristic of hers to abandon al-
T most without complaint anything which
= her reason condemned—a characteris-
](}: tic of only unusually gelf-sufficient and
l:_- self-complacent natures.

o It would be a wrong to Mlle Philipon

died within her.
remained to the end.

< her solitary studies at
idealism which consoles

= to give the idea that the religious sense
On the contrary, it
She arrived in

that religious
itself with the

Q% meaning of things and dispenses with
QL the forms. Without knowing it she
‘(-ci became a philosopher. rerett; Bhe
CF, achod - to-—menrty -
I\(Zi g

o .and never did € and Rous-
E sean, in thettramps ja the environs of

Paris, rejoice
beauties of the v

o profoundly over the |
d, enter more deeply
nature, than id

U nwew Hee 2 af_

-LLW %



0 ), Qszz«r,lf L

She read Plutarch, studied the English
constitution, watched the growth of the
struggling new country across the At-
lantic, and as a result became, like thou-
sands of young people all over France
at that period, a republican enamoured
of id of repubi)ican simplicity, of
justice and of virtue, and above all of
equality and of liberty for all men. “If
before I had been born, T had been

given thé choice of a government,” she

writes at twenty, “ I should have decided

on a republic. It is true that I should

have wished it to be different from any-
thing at present in Europe.” "Fhewsh
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+ L. 'When that prince came
to the throne she wrote to her friend -
“The ministers are enlightened an(
well disposed, the young prince docile
and eager fon good, the queen amiable
and beneficent, the court kind and re-
spectable, the legislative body honora-
ble, the people obedient, wishing only
to love their master, the kingdom full of
resources, Ah, but we are going to he
happy !”  And again she declares, * If
I were in the position to do it, T should
serve my prince with as much ardor ns
the most zealous Frenchman, though
never with that blind devotion for lis
master with which he is born, A good
king seems to me to he & creature al-
most adorable ;” and thig she wrote at
the time of that vikit to Versailles which,
as described in he “ Memoirs,” nineteen

e her and already
kings and courts,
f equality at this

harboring a hatred
Nor did her ideas
period make her see {n the mass of the
common people the equals of those who
by training, educati » and birth had
been fitted to governd “Truly human
nature is not very respectable when one
considers it in a mass,|’ she reflects one
day, as she sees the people of Paris
Swarming even to the [roofs to wateh a
poor wretch tortured ¢n the wheel, In
describing a bread fiot in 1775, she
condemns the people impatient, ealls
the measures of the mhinisters wise, and
excuses the governihent by reealling
Sully’s reflection—</Witl, all our en-
lightenment and gopd-will it is still dif-
ficult to do well.” d again, @ propos
of similar disturh ces, she says, «“The
king talks like a ther, but the people
do not understanfl him—the people are
hungry —it is Ahe ouly thing whicl,
touches them.? Nothing in all this of
contempt of the monarch , of the sover-
eignty of the people, of ti);e divine right
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i—  The number of suitors for the hand - ( L

= of Manon Philipor is fabulous. One A
I— is tempted to believe that more than
I one of the regiment which files before
©~ the reader of the *“Memoirs” and the
tL. “Letters” is there only by virtue of the
heroine's ithagination. She was one of
those women who see in every man a
i— possible lover. Only one of the throng
(p shall occupy us here, Pahin de Ila
< Blancherie. He is worth attention for
. two reasons: Manon was very much in
|2 " love with him, and he is a type of a class
‘which unfortunately did not end with
(oo the eighteenth century, the young men
© of letters who seek to force fame by
© ehefs - dmuvre—ofaudncity instead of
I— art. La Blancherie had been through
= college and made a voyage to America.
IS At twenty-four he published a work
v called « Eitmlta du journal de mes voy-
|- ages.” It is an m(iescribable account
— of youthful follies and their distressing
1 results, intended as a warning to fa-
> thers and mothers—the last book in the
{2 world for a young girl; but La Blan-
< cherie gives it to Manon, who finds in
(it “My own Ennclples, my very soul
& He IB not a Rousseau, doubtless, but
— he is never tiresome.” The literary
LL world did not share Mlle Philipon’s en-
(¢ thusiasm nor read and reread the book
I 88 she did. La Blancherie’s next vent-
(P ure was fto announce himself as the
7 — General Agent for Scientific and Ar-
« tistic Correspondence, and to open in
(v "Paris a salon where he arranged ex-
}mmtlons of pictures, scientific con- |
L erences, lectures, and literary soirées.
,L “After seven years this ambitious un-
;:: dertaking tumbled and La Blancherie

2



e / v, with that of George to the princes of
. England, that all great scientific dis-

i went to London. By chance he in- coveries should be celebrated in hymns
= habited Newton’s old house. He was which should be sung at divine services,
= inspired to egalt the name of the scien- and that in public documents after the
Q&:—; tist. His practical’plan for accomplish- words the year of grace should be added
o ing this was to demand that the name and of Newton. « .

QL . of Newton should be given alternately Mme Roland gives the impression in
e } her “Memoirs” that she had only a mod-
= erate interest in La Blancherie, , “He
v L bt dos | senemuit il £Te

. mig W y my head

‘i:: But the letters to
185 Mlle Cannet show her thoroughly in
et love. For some six months after her
§\:T father had refused the young man's
i suit she cherished the idea that La
= . Blancherie was working to win her,
fi— and she declares repeatedly,

0= snnot marry him she wi

o= ~“one. Her infatuation was en¥ed oddly
e, il enough. Promenading one day in the
— Wd_{ Garden of the Luxembourg, sh

La Blancherie. He wore a feather in
his hat—a common enough thing in
that day—but such frivolity did not ac-
cord with the ideas of republican sim-
plicity, of stern virtue, of high thinking
with which she had endowed the young
man. To complete the disillusion her
companion told her that La Blancherie
was known in his circle as “the lover
of the eleven thousand virgins.” Ma-
non’s cure was rapid. La—Blangharie

¢ people whose professions, words, ideas,
ple her; a weakness of judgment
ntial to understand in considering
e relations that she formed in the

A_ - Revolution.
~ : It was six months before Manon saw
the feather in La Blancherie's cap that

she met Roland de la Platitre. He
ey lived at Amiens_ was a friend of the.
Cannets, and was presented Wi her-by
them. Roland was at that tithe forty-
two years old and a self-made man.

Sphes
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time MUe Philipon aet.him he was in-
spector of manufactures at Amiens and
was well known in the industrial world
of France as a valuable writer on com-
mercial and manufacturing topies.  Ro-
land had travelled so much and had
studied so profoundly, that for Manon
Philipon, impassioned for learning, he
was a delightful companion. His rigid
virtue delighted her, too. He was 11
fact & man of the sternest integrity, d
voted to details, minute in his dealing
almost rustic in his sinplicity ; but un
fortunately so convinced of his virtu
aud that because of it he could do anc
say what seemed to him best, that he
frequently antagonized people whoonly
find virtue attractive when 1t is modest.
He was, too, extremely careless in dress
and indifferent, even impatient, of for-
malities, a characteristic which, if it al-
lied him in Manon Philipon’s eyes with
the Spartans, only served to exasperate
lovers of the conventional.

Soon after their acquaintance Roland
left France for a long voyage in Swit-
zerland, Italy, Sicily, and Malta. He
wished to embody his observations in a
book of travels in the form of letters.
He asked Mlle Philipon to allow him
to address the letters to her. Sho-was

When Roland came back to Paris af-
ter an absence of eighteen months, he
received a wvarm welcome and soon

afterward sought the hand of the girl.

They were married in February, 1780.
The account of her courtship and mar-
riage which Mme Roland gives in her
“Memoirs” n-

idea that, while she was sensible of
Roland’s value, affection had a small
part in deciding her to marry him, that
when she did it she cherished no illu-
gions in regard to him, and really
charged herself with the happiness p}

i el
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E 1 " 'Had she forgotten; Perhaps. And

Q) b if she remembered, it was only to smile %W)?_ ‘8

i+ at her illusion. In love the new effaces - . art :
i the old, and ‘when Mme Roland wrote her |
@ + *“Memoirs she was absorbed by what i
= was the oundest passion of her life. ;
R In the presence of it the love which |

-~ twelve years Eefohx: had seexﬁﬁl to her |

= necessary to her iness, become

;Lﬁ b 15 e e A g

“~tarestedly and explain philosophically.




IS
§;_ A e i }'F‘ b Miam -
: o dos 1 : Q/mcmjub mre R, et |
; e & :
Gt WW&&&% gj,f&iw .

'_ ey, eulwa
1 M\ m%%;ﬁ%&%ﬁ“ﬂ?
R T

uuuu/ L o
L 9/WVLL «(/Luwc,m A - OZW
Ml
¥//78




B
T Y mwwtdﬂ{a/ m/zd /Z?

t—a,u. o, Mo I@,&Lﬂﬂb [Lﬂ,vu,cb W ol armes

. ) ewmu(aur Ioweren &M
g o ¢ zwwﬂu/&m
g Q,wu % b vt U
W W
M snr Mﬁ“&%
Mm& Oot WM

ol H & LU A rae et
& ’ g, lq © CUL Leleeidas v due

O

AGT 63T




)7, (32
Muw o Rt U uub‘f’zm/ygf/ /&@M
bored lb(u,c VA div Ml 179 L. YM
Wed k15| I %*&qf{w el i dudds
mm& D ol 1ulle Cciins %o
Ll alb el UConss RITIV
W Rusd eecry | -t WM‘LJW-MO(‘
}M{M il sTnel s cannn & e et
Q‘,W%, W.«JUJC MLW(}%L
Il Iyl T U lus -
‘ U, Wieue W A M’uu)
L muak LLM_/M/L/LIIJ'
W ot Rl R. W(“d(
AL L&_—(LVLM' lbﬁ/)r\_/LLLLA_M/{ é\ML/L%J R s

o fosie

' 8. Of hcr part
in these gatherings she says, “I knew

. the role which suited my sex, and I
never forgot jt. The conferences were
always held/in my presence, but with-
out my
I never

i pened sometimes that I had
- to bite my tongue to keep from saying
what I/ thought.”
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ag During the seven monthﬂ in Paris Mme o / L/V

%:f Roland followed all that went on in pol- B L. = o
. itics. She joined the-Seaidbéfratarnclley : : Yirey .

|= des deux sewes. She went to hear the | W u ITI{JJLJLWML JUTUL L ‘ ’Im
= Jacobins. She frequented the Assembly, ; N e

e but neither she nor Roland were satis- LLWM INgY

6L fied with the progress of the new1]e |
a “Ww progress o e At Lok e k‘htf\uw e WL

o I Pt se

IQ; ‘ shysics ohjectsgnerensen p = ?ikkt[}—{"’s
= proaches them it is-£a ot e

" 4 CONLIAry-in-merals Throw your pen
i:‘: into the fire, generoup Brutus, and goand
o cultwat.e your cab ges " writes—Mrme &LLZ_, 911 Lf‘Q i
I Ajetend [T~ the As- l
e sembly is now not g but corruption s
— and tyranny, civil whr is no longer an ;
= evil. It will regeneyate or destroy us, \
1 and as liberty is lostwithout it, we need {
g neither fear nor avoid it.” After having '
o followed the sessions of the Assembly
L for two months, she left one day toward

i the end of April, fuious and convinced

P that it would never [again do anythi
=, that was not shallow brained. ﬂﬁ-\(’l‘l«@a L L"&’[ d LL»L' Q‘fmﬂ(,

||g 18ed— - By s I p(l

[‘;&7 S SCO1D W -' 1 v, -7 ‘never

o 40 see it again—an ngn.gmnent that = \{,M 1
= have faithfully kept.¥* She was dis-

o gusted with the new constitution, she

lGo . | distrusted theking's-prefession to up-

PN hold it.

dn Louis made his-weak at-

l
' | tempt to_eschpe in June, 1791, she re-
= | joiced. It proved his perfidy, and she
E and her friends be to say to each
S other that this\was the moment to prove
e to the people that the king did not want
N the constitutiof, and to prepare public
e spirit for a rep bhc, and—yrhrie—tirey
CiS_ 1 bt oyt
| >
i%,'
| (W

mev1table,
| U and the natiof’would have been forced
«p into thap great school of public virtues.”
:  She soon after begins to diglsust Ta- |
“~vette . At the same time the
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I—  bedy—They—are—youns, the majority jue‘ WVINA ¢ (. . YAl /113/?1,?

4 thirty or under. They have heen formed
I—  in the clubs of the Revelution. They are ¢ /
=" eloquent, patriotic, extravagant. They
possess much rhetorie, much determina-

il tion to give F. a government of the

. Ppeople, and n&t:iml gense. The
i< chief party is known as the
'l Girondins. that the
w* | republican/theo ived most
.\ purely afd deferiled mos@gloquently.

Q. { All of them have r§ 1, Cicero,
— | Rousseau. All of ' been in-
(> !flamed by the story of the American
© . " Revolution. They have come to the

— |}

9y -

’,Sj Legislative Assembly as—Buact-eame—+o

2 the-Constitutionat—+The head and heart :

& . full of Greek and Roman history and of }
— . the grand characters who, in those an- « |
C:g cient republics, honored most the human - !
= race.” But what the Girondins have - l
[ gotten from Plutarch and Rousseau and

[ A . . .

N4 America is personal aspirations, not clear

= conceptions. They have formed an ideal

o of a government where all men shall «

I9atd be free, but how to create and work !
i: t?s government they have no practical )
Qi idea. They have sublime faith, superb {
U audacity. They are young and brave }
@ and virtuous, and they do not hesitate

E to overthrow whatever exists, trusting ]

boldly to themselves to make a new gov-
ernment out of their ideals. That there
is danger to themselves in such hardi-
hood they know, but that is part of the
glory of their undertaking. That there
is danger to the country, to humanity,
to their ideal, they do not see at all,——

-
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in ‘She auspected everybody who 'hy
|3 birth or training was allied with the
&+ aristocratic party. Dumouriez, the most
% skilful diplomat in the cabinet, and by
her own testimony, “ diligent and brave
> —capable of great enterpgises,” she
“declared to flave a “false eye,” and
| warned Roland against him. When
*  Dumouriez presented to her his first
—}mssoemte she remarked to a friend :
ZLQ‘“A]} these handsome fellows seem to
ﬁzr patriots. They have the air of
iﬁ thl g too much of themselves. They
3, refer themselves to the country, and
I can never escape the temptation to
*‘ahock their self-complacency by
F:.—tendmg not to see the merit on w mh
3-they pnde themselves.”

Cto myself if T we laced at a certain
{7 distance from ifie ths

$X feel poy dependence
\E;Iw 6 too near him I should Mate his
! grindeur.” Mme_RBoland—is now at

“j§ that W she

P a“@ h&m h_‘g
{3 Girondin colleagues 800

= pncks, &

| hi
= Under her mﬂuence BOlal;llei n;:lt;l ; aﬁ
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In the ag1t.&.t1mls and «hstmlms whith

nce at

thistfme-the Rolands rec ognized only a
spontaneous impulse toward libe rty, the
aspirations of a suffering “people toward
freedom. That demggogism, a Jacobin
machine, was lumﬁ part at least of
the dlsturbnnves, they did not see, or
seeing, justified as a necessary means
to a glorious end. Insurrection was now
in their opinion a divine right. Their

greatest grief was, it was insuffic :ent-—a/néé wv ’?ﬁ-’i“ A

A fartnight after the-fall of the Bastile

eomadied, MMN

P T

,, “You (the

ia-s A Jasa A[1a 27
revolutibnists of Paris) are only ¢hil-
dren. Your enthusiasm is only a gtraw
fire. And if the National Assembly does
not put on trial two illustrious heads, or
some generous Decius does nq't take

them, you are all mad.” Brrssof—nhis
jausnal-eondemns-ariot-imiyors—H

0 l(.l(.n.ilml A

over the blood spilt, but I
is danger—I see nothin
you and make you go.”
complainsgf’ lmdlot en

the Assembly to obli
it ought to do.”

else to whip
“ Paris,” she
gh influence on
it

is
yo Truly, "there
were few so advanced Jacobins as Mme
Roland during the first eighteen months
of the Revolutlpl.i
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. lacitoyenne Roland was taken to the 8 3

Conciergerie. On the eighth she
came out from the Revolutionary
Tribunal condemned to death, as “au-
thor and accomplice in a conspiracy
against the unity and indivisibility
of the republic, and against the lib-
erty and safety of the French people.”
The cart awaited her in the prison
court.

| e, Wl o @k ewaeedo
S i W W W’l :
1 ktﬂfgdglogw;ntﬁléeSeiue is one of tlﬁ;:(la (_i,' L ) Kb W
00 ), ) n, y i
fascinating river views of Paris where a }ffmb{ M e 6 CM .
wealth of associations dispute with end-
less charm the attention of the loiter-

—. er. The left of the view is filled by

the Norman towers of the Conciergerie,
the fagades of the prison, the irregular

fronts of the houses facing o d/t lt(.l) (/I/LD(, m(&L.‘) Iz )
- delHaorlog an old house of
Henry IV.’s timé. It is the house where : -

Manon Philipon passed her girlhood. .
When the cart drove across the Pomtam— )3, A
Mme Roland had before her :

the window from which as a girl she had
leaned at sunset, and “with a heart
filled with inexpressible joy, happy to
exist, had offered to the Supreme Being
a pure and worthy homage.”

She faces death now as she faced life
then. The girl and the woman, in spite
of the drama between, are unchanged :
the same ideals, the same courage, the
same faith. Not even this tragic last |
encounter with the home of her yo
moves her calm, for she passed the
Neuf, writes one who saw her, “upright
and calm—her eyes shining, her color
fresh and brilliant—a smile on her lips ;
trying to cheer her companion,
overwhelmed by the terror of a
ing death.”
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