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VIIL.

Le Clos de la Platriere, a Theizé (Rhone)
October 29, 1912

My very dear friend,

You cannot imagine the events that prevented the poor Capucchin from getting here as
expected. He is now en route for American, sent from Theizé along with three little roses
picked from rose-bushes planted century before last and a few sprigs of verbena and
forget-me-not, which will bring you some of the perfume of the dear old house.

I'have been here for only three days and plan to stay only long enough to set things in
order, for Charles, who is back in Paris after a brief stay in Ardeche, is impatiently
awaiting me for organize our winter

The weather has been mild and even rather fine ever since we arrived, but a high wind
which is blowing this morning will surely bring rain. The countryside, which is usually
very beautiful in this season because of the coloration of the forests and vineyards, is this
year sad and gloomy. The early frosts and the have made all the leaves fall, and
the baren trees and the blackened vines would make you think, despite the mild
temperatures, that we are in the middle of winter.

I am expecting my son, who will come down from Marseille to spend three days with me
for the holidays of All Saints Day. These meetings here, despite the joy we have at being
together, are always covered by a veil of sadness. Too many painful memories surround
us, too many beings whom we loved and who saw us here, and who are now departed,



force us to remember times when our family, so reduced, gave life to the old house, now
silent and almost always uninhabited.

If you knew, my friend, with what joy I think of our stay in Brittany. It was so short, so
outside our real life, that sometimes I think it was a dream. Nevertheless, I remember
many of our conversations and, since your departure, every day I discover things that I
wish I had told you or asked you, that I had not thought of, entirely taken by the joy of
seeing you and feeling you next to me. We wanted to spend the night at Guingamp so as
to leave earlier the next morning. Things didn’t turn out very well. The Hotel de 1’Ouest
was out of rooms and put us in an ugly old house which it has annexed and is next door to
it. I was in a big room, not very clean, smelling dusty and very cold . Charles,
less picky than I, said that since the beds and bathrooms were clean, we shouldn’t
complain. But since I had extolled the modernism and the touring-club style of the hotel,
I felt humiliated.

From M. Pairy, in London, I received a letter so full of protestations his admiration, his
devotion and his respect, that I am embarrassed. I should have answered him, and I know
how impolite it is not to do so, but I am ill at ease because of these compliments, which I
know to be sincere but which I do not know how to answer. He is supposed to come to
Paris at the end of November. Iimagine he will tell us about his wedding, which he said
should take place during winter but about which he gave no details.

This good man deserves to have found a good and devoted wife. We had the young
Koenig couple until September 20™. The diversion helped counteract the sadness of your
departure, but could not fill the emptiness of my heart at no longer seeing you.

Take a little time from all your occupations to give us your news; tell me about the arrival
of the Capucchin. I will write you from Paris, where I will be on the 10" or the 12", I
embrace you very tenderly, my good and dear friend, believe in the affection of your true
and faithful friend Cécile Marillier
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