VOLUME 139, ISSUE 21

— FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2015 —

JaDe Benefit Concert.

The Jazz and Dance Ensemble, a student-run dance group, organizes and performs an
annual spring concert, where all proceeds go to the Crawford County Special Olympics.

Saturday, March 28

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Carissa Lange, "18, looks on as her dancemates prepare to practice their performance on the Shafer stage for the

Eighth annual JaDE Benefit Concert

See JaDE | page 6

Dean of Students DiChristina
to leave at close of semester

By ANGELA MAURONI
Science/International Editor

mauronia@allegheny.edu

An email was sent out by
President James Mullen on
March 25, 2015 to announce
Dean of Students Joseph Di-
Christinas departure from
Allegheny College.

According to the email,
DiChristina has accepted an
opportunity to be dean of
campus life and vice president
of student affairs at Trinity
College in Hartford, Conn.

Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer
Sue Stuebner will head a com-
mittee in an immediate na-
tional search for a new dean
of students. The committee
will consist of students, facul-

ty and staff. The committee is
planning to have the position
filled by January of 2016 at
the latest, though Jacqueline
Kondrot, the associate dean
of students for wellness ed-
ucation and deputy Title IX
coordinator, said the position
may be filled sooner.

“We will look for an ex-
perienced student services
professional who cares deep-
ly about the values that our
statement of community rep-
resents and has clear experi-
ence enhancing the quality
of life in a residential liber-
al arts community; Mullen
said. “That individual should
demonstrate a passionate
commitment to the student
experience and to bridging
curricular and co-curricu-

lar life into a comprehensive
learning environment.

We will ask the new
dean to continue to

develop new pro-
grams that ensure
every student the

opportunity for a re-
markable four years

at Allegheny.
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James Mullen
President of the
College

Until a new dean of stu-
dents is chosen, Kondrot will

fill the position and fulfill
the responsibilities that come
along with it.

“I'm certain it will be chal-
lenging,” Kondrot said.

Mullen has full faith in
Kondrots ability to fill the
position until a candidate is
chosen.

“[Kondrot] is an outstand-
ing professional with consid-
erable experience and we are
very fortunate she is willing
to provide leadership during
this critical time. She looks
forward to partnering with
the newly appointed dean and
ensuring a smooth transition
for the College and for stu-
dents,” he said.

See DEAN | page 2
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Not guilty plea
reconsidered

Kirk Nesset expected
to change plea in April

By SAM STEPHENSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief
stephensons(@allegheny.edu

Former Allegheny Pro-
fessor, Kirk Nesset, is set to
change his not guilty plea in
an Erie, Pa. federal court on
April 6. Nesset, 57, made his
original plea of not guilty on
charges of receipt, distribu-
tion and possession of child
pornography on Oct. 15,
2014.

No terms of any plea deal
were made clear in the court
record.

The tenured professor’s
home was raided by federal
and state law enforcement of-
ficials on Oct. 1, 2014 where
more than 500,000 image
and video files were found
on his computer. According
to the affidavit, the investiga-
tion began on Aug. 14, 2014,
when FBI Special Agent Jim-
mie John Daniels of the FBI’s
Phoenix, Ariz. office con-
ducted an investigation in an
undercover capacity on a Bit-
torrent Peer-to-Peer file shar-
ing network. Upon further

investigation, the IP address
was traced to Nesset’s Arizona
home and his billing address
in Meadyville.

Nesset was initially indict-
ed on Oct. 14, 2014, citing
child pornographic activities
taking place over the span of
nine years, from 2005 to 2014.

Nesset, an award-winning
writer, admitted in the inter-
view with law enforcement of-
ficials following the execution
of the search warrant that he
was aware that he was sharing
information in a shared folder
and that he knew “download-
ing child pornography was
wrong,” according to the affi-
davit.

Following news of his ar-
rest, President of the College
James Mullen released an im-
mediate statement saying it
was the first the college had
heard of any allegations and
that it would give full cooper-
ation, if required, by law en-
forcement agents.

If found guilty, Nesset fac-
es a minimum sentence of five
years in prison.

Timeline of Nesset case

Aug. 14, 2014: Investigation started by FBI. IP

address was traced to Nesset’s Arizona home and

his billing address in Meadyille.

Sept. 30: Search warrant obtained.

Oct. 1: Search warrant executed. 500,000 imag-

es and videos found on computer.

Oct. 2: Nesset submits resignation from college.

Oct. 14: Nesset Indicted on three counts: receipt,

distribution and possession. Pleads not-guilty.

Investigation found nine years of illegal activity

from 2005-2014.

Nov. 24: Motion granted for Nesset to travel to

Prescott, Ariz. until Feb. 1, 2015 to tend to his

house in the event that he is incarcerated and

take care of his elderly father.

March 19, 2015: Motion filed to change plea.

April 6: Court to hear plea change.

Crawford County revises public comment policy

By ARTANNA O’CONNELL
Contributing Writer
oconnella@allegheny.edu

The opportunity to provide
feedback on the proposed re-
vision to the Public Participa-
tion Resolution ended March
3, 2015. This Resolution has
been constructed in order to
maintain order in Business
Meetings with the Crawford
County Board of Commis-
sioners. These meetings are
held on the first and third
Thursday of every month at
9:30 a.m. in the Crawford
County Courthouse Assem-
bly Room.

“The revised policy will
make the meetings more effi-
cient; said County Solicitor
Keith Button.

Mark Lessig, County Ad-
ministrator, added that the re-
vised policy would also make
meetings more effective.

“Pennsylvania has an act
that is part of the larger law
called the Pennsylvania Sun-
shine Act and it requires pub-
lic bodies to provide reason-
able opportunities for citizens
to speak;” said Lessig.

He said that allowing for
public comment is required
by law, and because of that,
freedom of speech cannot be
breached.

“You don’t have a choice,
that's what it requires, but
since it was created by public
officials and since it has been
tried in courts and stream-
lined through court cases by
public officials, nothing in the

law prevents an elected body
from controlling the conduct
of their meeting and in focus-
ing the meeting on agenda
items””

The Sunshine Act states
that, “The General Assem-
bly finds that the right of the
public to be present at all
meetings of agencies and to
witness the deliberation, pol-
icy formulation and decision
making of agencies is vital to
the enhancement and proper
functioning of the democrat-
ic process and that secrecy in
public affairs undermines the
faith of the public in govern-
ment and the publics effec-
tiveness in fulfilling its role in
a democratic society”

The County Administra-
tor added that public com-

ment has turned on many
occasions, into conversations
which the board has no ju-
risdiction. Lessig said that
meetings when opened to
public comment touched on
a multitude of topics that the
Board of Commissioners has
no jurisdiction over such as
elected officials, Meadville
city police, how the district
attorney prosecutes cases and
other issues.

“The biggest change is hav-
ing public comment in the
beginning. Every meeting it
seems to be thirty minutes of
dialogue on issues we do not
have jurisdiction,” said Com-
missioner Francis Weider-
spahn.

Weiderspahn said that al-
though public opinion is im-

portant, many of the issues
that come up are not related
to the Board of Commission-
ers which becomes problem-
atic in holding effective meet-
ings that serve both the public
and the Board’s needs.

The resolution specifically
tackles these issues by stating
that the Board of Commis-
sioners will not allow a speak-
er to address subject matter
discussed at previous meet-
ings unless the subject mat-
ter relates to future action by
the board or comments about
ongoing criminal investiga-
tions, political propaganda or
a speaker to address or ques-
tion a commissioner individ-
ually.

“We are available any other
time for other subjects they

would want to talk about
said Weiderspahn.

Despite the fact that this
resolution is created with the
intention of producing more
efficient meetings, The Board
of Commissioners made it
clear that they do not want
to deter the public from ask-
ing community-related ques-
tions.

“It is a matter of addressing
your public comment to the
board or agency that actually
has the authority to address
your problem, if you aren't
sure who that is, you can ask
questions and find out who
that is,” said Button.

According to Lessig, the

See POLICY | page 2
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Students contribute to Gator Day programming

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Junior News Editor

tingleyj@allegheny.edu

This Tuesday marks the
6th Allegheny Gator Day
and the second of the 2014-
2015 academic year. Gator
Days are held once a semes-
ter, when classes are can-
celled so students may attend
school-sponsored program-
ming meant to encourage
academic and career advance-
ment.

The programing will be-
gin the night before at 7 p.m.
in Ford Chapel, when Robert
Moses will deliver the key-
note speech for Allegheny’s
Year of Voting Rights. Mo-
ses is a well known leader
in the civil rights movement
and a MacArthur Award
winning educator. He is also
the founder of The Algebra
Project Inc., which works to
improve mathematics among
historically underrepresented
groups.

Most recently, along with
Danny Glover, an Algebra
Project board member, Moses
launched a national discus-
sion calling for an amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution
which would make a quality
education a civil right.

Rebecca Dickinson, direc-
tor of the learning commons,

along with the Gator Days
Planning Committee were
responsible for the day’s pro-
gramming. She said that the
committee took suggestions
from both students and fac-
ulty.

Dickinson said that this
Gator Day will feature an
event entitled “Working in
Professional Theater;” which
was proposed by and is host-
ed by Student Experimental
Theater students.

“There has also been some
student suggested program-
ming,” said Dickinson “That’s
really run the range and we
have always said...this is for
everyone.”

Dickinson explained that
this type of student involve-
ment is a large part of main-
taining the integrity of Gator
Days, which were student
suggested.

“This was actually a stu-
dent initiative. The students
went to the..curriculum
committee,” said Dickinson.
“They went before the faculty
and had the faculty pass an
approval of Gator Days, so,
we are just trying to go with
the initiative that was created
by students”

Dickinson explained that
suggesting topics for Gator
Day events is fairly straight-
forward and is a matter of fil-

ing an online Wufoo form.

In addition to student sug-
gested programming, Dick-
inson explained that she has
been satisfied with the efforts
of the faculty to come up with
programming.

“Departments have really
come forward and have start-
ed promoting a lot of really
good programming,’ said
Dickinson. “We love to see
the departments take owner-
ship of it”

Despite the number of pro-
posals for Gator Day activi-
ties, Dickinson said that they
have not had to turn down
proposed topics, as usual the
numbers tend to fit.

This year’s Gator Day pro-
graming includes a variety
of topics, including a stu-
dent proposed and run even
called “Chomp your Comp,
in which comping seniors will
share advice with fellow stu-
dents.

The day will also feature
topics such as “You Don't
Have to be a Teacher,” which
promotes careers other than
teaching for English majors
and “The Path to an Environ-
mental Job after Allegheny,
which explores careers in en-
vironmental science.

The environmental science
department is also offering
an event that will give stu-

dents information on how to
declare their major in envi-
ronmental science. The event
will take place at 11:00 a.m.
in Carr Hall, room 239. The
event will consist of a panel
that will include Environmen-
tal Science Department Chair

These people have
been all over the
country and all over
the world doing re-
ally great things, and
say this could be you
if you're interested
and start thinking

about it.

Eric Pallant
Environmen-
tal Science
Department
Chair

Eric Pallant, alumna Sara
Salisbury, 12, and several stu-
dent panelists.

Pallant explained that the
purpose of the event is to help
students who are thinking of
becoming environmental sci-
€nce majors.

“There will be three major
things going,” said Pallant.
“First, is we have a panel of
approximately five upper class
students, juniors and seniors
who will talk about their ex-
periences with research, study
abroad working in the com-
munity [experiential learn-
ings] terms, solving environ-
mental problems”

The event will also include
introductions to the environ-
mental science professors and
a discussion on the differenc-
es between the environmental
studies and environmental
science majors.

Pallant said this will also
give students a chance to
consult with professors on
what classes they should take
to prepare for the major and
show prospective majors what
they might be able to do.

“These people have been
all over the country and all
over the world doing really
great things and say this could
be you if youre interested and
start thinking about it,” said
Pallant.

While this year’s Gator
Day features several annual
programs, it will also show-
case new events. One of these
will be held at 11:00 in the
Tippie Alumni Center. The
program is entitled “Unusual
Combinations: First Gener-

ation Students and Liberal
Arts Education” and is meant
to encourage a conversation
among students and faculty
who are first generation col-
lege students.

The panel will include
Tom Nonnenmacher of the
economics department, James
Niblock of the music depart-
ment with English professor
Aline Lo moderating the dis-
cussion.

“We thought that it would
be, maybe a productive thing
to just open up some con-
versations on campus about
what it’s like to be first gener-
ation student, to...come from
a background that is a little
bit different than sort of what
you might think of as a typical
college student,” said Non-
nenmacher.

Both Nonnenmacher and
Niblock are Allegheny alumni
and first generation students.
Nonnenmacher  explained
that being the first in his fam-
ily to attend an American uni-
versity was a challenge.

He also expressed his hope
that the event might also
spark a discussion of things
that could be done to help
first generation students mov-
ing forward.

POLICY jonpese:

resolution is meant to en-
sure that people understand
what resources are available
to them and know how to
find the appropriate person to
ask for assistance rather than
bringing personal conflicts to
the forefront of meetings of
the Board of Commissioners.

“Anybody can call them
and ask them that specific
question. They are members
of the county as well and they
know folks and they can di-
rect them to the proper fo-
rum, and do,” said Lessig.

Members of the board said
that they are happy to answer
questions and connect com-
munity members to proper
resources over the phone or
during Work Session. Com-
missioners hold Work Ses-
sions every Tuesday unless
otherwise noted.

According to the current
Crawford County Board of
Commissioners Public Com-
ment Policy, “These [sessions]
can be informal in nature and
address any range of com-
ment or concern with an item
of business on the official
agenda, or an item of general
comment as this may relate
to county businesses, policy,
practices or the like”

“Some people choose to

do it at the public forum rath-
er than meet with us one on
one,” said Weiderspahn.

The feedback that
I've received has
been relevant to the
proposed chang-
es. It did not involve
any perception of a
lack of the ability to
speak, to comment
publicly at a public
commissioner’s meet-

ing.
77

Mark Lessig
County Admin-
istrator

Although the current and
revised Public Comment Pol-
icy state that non-residents
will not be allowed to com-
ment at the Regular Meeting,
students attending Allegheny
and other Crawford County
schools and universities are
welcome to bring relevant
matters to the board.

“The process for public

comment between the cur-
rent resolution and the pro-
posed policy is identical,” said
Lessig.

He also explained the stan-
dard procedure by which a
claim is processed.

“The chief clerk is notified
of the person’s intent and then
the relevant topic on which
the person wants to speak. I
can tell you right now that if it
was an Allegheny College stu-
dent that had a relevant rea-
son to speak, I would see no
issue allowing that to occur,
said Lessig.

Although Button men-
tioned that if a group of stu-
dents have a common inter-
est, they would not be turned
down by the board but rather
required to choose a spokes-
person who is a resident to
speak on their behalf.

Lessig explained that he
has received relevant feedback
on the proposed changes.

“The feedback that I've
received has been relevant to
the proposed changes. It did
not involve any perception of
a lack of the ability to speak,
to comment publicly at a pub-
lic commissioner’s meeting,”
said Lessig.

DEAN jompase

Kondrot said there will
also likely be other interim
positions adjusted to com-
pensate for her increased
workload and make it more
manageable.

Kondrot has been em-
ployed at Allegheny for 25
years, spending eight of those
years as the counseling center
director.

She feels that, after work-
ing closely with DiChristina
for so long, she has learned a
lot from him.

“He’s a very student-ori-
ented person,” she said. “T'll be
very sad to see him go”

Mullen said he shares the
sentiments that DiChristina
had much to offer the college.

“I have been a college
president for more than 15
years and in that time I have
not seen a dean of students

who brings greater caring or
passion to the service of stu-
dents,” Mullen said. “He is the
consummate professional and
Allegheny has been blessed
to have his leadership over
the past decade. He has made
a powerful difference in the
lives of so many students and
all of us should be grateful
for what he has meant to our
campus.”

Janos Cseh, ’15, who
worked with DiChristina
during Allegheny’s Collegiate
Leadership Conference, ac-
knowledged that DiChristina
has a tough job.

“He was an interesting
guy,” Cseh said. “I personally
have never had any problems
with him?”

DiChristina began his
work at Allegheny as the di-
rector of the Center for Expe-

riential Learning in 1999 and
has since held a variety of stu-
dent life positions.

Although Mullen found
DiChristina to be a strong as-
set for Allegheny, he is hope-
ful for the future dean of stu-
dents.

“There will always be some
change when new leadership
arrives,” Mullen said. “What I
hope for most is a continued
focus on strengthening the
student experience. We will
ask the new dean to contin-
ue to develop new programs
that ensure every student the
opportunity for a remarkable
four years at Allegheny and
we will ask our new colleague
to work every day to give life
to our statement of commu-

nity”

THE GREAT THAW 2015
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PHOTOS BY AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS
Winter continues to blanket the college in snow in late January.

“Blue skies
Smiling at me,
Nothing but blue skies

Do I see.”
~Ella Fitzgerald

T

Small patches of leftover snow scatter the campus days followin,
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CLAIRE TEAGUE Features Editor Senior Recital: Mezzo-soprano Rosey Sheridan

features@alleghenycampus.com Saturday, March 28, 3:15 p.m., Ford Chapel
Rosey Sheridan presents music by Ned Rorem, Juan Canto Frances, Tobias
Hume, Giovanni Paisiello, Gaetano Donizetti, Ambroise Thomas, Franz

ALEX HOLMES S ports Editor Schubert and Antonin Dvorak.
EMERALD WRIGHT-COLLIE Junior S ports Editor Ninth Annual Jazz Dance Ensemble (JaDE) Benefit Concert for the

sports@alleghenycampus.com Crawford County Special Olympics
Saturday, March 28, 7 p.m., Shafer Auditorium
The family-friendly variety show includes performances by JaDE as well as

ANGELA MAURONI Science/International Editor other on-campus groups and dancers from the community, including ARC,
MEAGHAN WILBY Junior Science/International the women’s rugby team, dancers from ballroom and tap classes, Swing Club
Editor and Allegro Dance Studio. Admission is free, but donations are welcome.

editor@alleghenycampus.com Sixth Annual Trashion Show
Sunday, March 29, 4 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

Models at the annual Trashion Show wear fun and innovative fashions made

EYLIE BUEHLER Opinion Editor from recycled materials. This year’s theme is “Junk Jungle.” Students for
CHLOE KEDZIORA Junior Opinion Editor Environmental Action hosts the event.
opinion@alleghenycampus.com Year of Voting Rights and Democratic Participation Keynote
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Presentation: Robert P. Moses
Monday, March 30, 7 p.m., Ford Chapel

MEGHAN HAYMAN Photo Editor Legindary civil right}s1 activis;[1 and M(?%Art}éur Agva}tlrd—vlving)ing educator

: Robert P. Moses is the president and founder of the Algebra Project, a
AMASA SMITH PhOtQ Editor _ national nonprofit dedicated to improving the achievement in mathematics
YUTONG WANG Junior Photo Editor of historically underrepresented students and communities.
photo@alleghenycampus.com Gator Day

Tuesday, March 31
ELLIOTT BARTELS Web Manager Visit the Gator Days website for full descriptions of the sessions being
offered.

editor@alleghenycampus.com
Opening Reception and Awards for Annual Student Art Show

C - Tuesday, March 31, 12:30-2 p.m., Art Galleries
FE_LICIA MARANO Distribution Manager The exhibit of student works, juried by Cynthia Hawkins, runs through
editor@alleghenycampus.com April 12.
_ Lecture on “Molecules That Shaped the Western World: From the Spice
CHERYL HATCH Faculty Adviser Trade to Modern Medicine”

i Tuesday, March 31, 7 p.m., Quigley Hall Auditorium
adviser@alleghenycampus.com Natural products chemist Michael J. Krische will deliver the Jean Dreyfus

Boissevain Lecture. Krische is a professor of chemistry at the University of
Texas at Austin, the Robert A. Welch Chair in Science and the director of

Follow us on Twitter @ACCampus the Center for Green Chemistry and Catalysis.

Like us on Facebook "The Cam pus Nevvspaper Towns Family Lecture: John L. Esposito, “The Future of Islam and

Democracy after the Arab Spring”
Wednesday, April 1, 7 p.m., Ford Chapel
John L. Esposito is professor of religion and international affairs and of

Islamic studies at Georgetown University. He is also founding director of the
CRIME BLOTTER Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding in
the Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown.

March 12, 2015 Lunchtime Learning Program with American University
College Owned House Thursday, April 2, 12:30 p.m., Quigley Auditorium
Two students found to have drug paraphernalia in their house. David Green and Wendy Boland of American University’s Kogod School
of Business in Washington, D.C. will give a presentation on the university’s
March 13, 2015 M.S. Sustainability Management degree. Lunch will be provided.
Campus Center
Two students consuming alcohol in college building. Mathematics Lecture by James Sellers: “Euler’s Theorem Relating Odd-
Part and Distinct-Part Partitions”
March 13-March 23, 2015 Thursday, April 2, 4 p.m., Quigley Hall Auditorium
Caflisch Hall Professor of mathematics at Penn State University, Sellers is an expert on
Students reported items stolen from their room. number theory, partitions and enumerative combinatorics.
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Student finds fault in civility on campus

By BRIANNA CUSANNO
Contributing Writer
cusannob@allegheny.edu

Since I started at Alleghe-
ny College last semester one
thing has become clear to me
about this community; we
care more about keeping con-
versations ‘civil’ than ending
oppression.

Many of us prioritize how
someone looks and sounds
when they present their opin-
ion over the actual content of
what is being said. We focus
on making sure that conver-
sations stay nice and respect-
tul rather than on challenging
sexism, racism, homophobia,
classism, ableism, and oth-
er forms of oppression and

prejudice that are alive on this
campus.

I want to ask students, pro-
fessors, and administrators to
think about how fixating on
someone’s tone (rather than
their point) is hurtful and op-
pressive.

To explain further, many
students of difference deal
with discrimination on a dai-
ly basis. Having others con-
stantly make assumptions
about us, share and perpetu-
ate views that dehumanize us,
and express openly bigoted
statements is tiring, sadden-
ing, and infuriating.

Sometimes we have the
emotional resources to stay
calm, cool and collected
during these interactions.

However, on some days the
stress of navigating a campus
that makes us feel unsafe is
overwhelming, and we get
angry or sad. We might yell,
curse, Or Cry.

Bottom line: It is oppres-
sive to say that a person who
is experiencing oppression
must present him/her/there-
self in an ‘appropriately civil’
fashion in order to be heard.

Doing so means that stu-
dents who have had their
deeply held identity disre-
spected and disparaged must
bottle up their feelings so
they can explain to their op-
pressors why what was said or
done was hurtful.

It means we must con-
stantly shoulder the burden

of comments and actions that
make us question who we are
and why we're at this school,
all the while presenting to the
world smiling faces and per-
fectly articulated words.

I'm not saying that we
should encourage students
to get into shouting matches
over which football team de-
served to win the Super Bowl.

What I'm saying is that our
expectation that students of
color remain calm and col-
lected while discussing Fergu-
son is a form of violence. 'm
saying that we should respect
the feelings of students who
are fed up with professors
using the wrong pronouns.
I'm saying that it is unfair to
expect students of difference

to make you feel comfortable
while explaining why some-
thing you did caused them
pain.

So what should we do?

We need to create an envi-
ronment where students will
be safe to speak their minds
and share their experienc-
es, without having to worry
about tone policing and other
silencing tactics. If someone
calls you out, try to hear what
their telling you instead of re-
acting defensively.

We all live in a racist,
sexist, homophobic, classist
world and it rubs off on even
the best of us.

We all say screwed up
things now and again. What
matters is that we try to ed-

ucate ourselves. Most im-
portantly, we must listen to
others when they share why
something we've said was up-
setting or oppressive.

Going forward, lets focus
less on civility and more on
respect and compassion.

Respect the students of dif-
ference who have the courage
to talk about their experienc-
es and call out oppression.
Respect the feelings of these
students, even when they ar-
en’t cheery.

Most of all, lets strive to
understand each other com-
passionately.

THE SIMPLETHINGS

SO WHERE DO YOU GO
ANYWAY SOREL?

TO GET BUILDING SUPPLIES

THERE’S A SPECIALTY
STORE IN TOWN THAT | GO
TO THAT HAS ANYTHING A
BUILDER COULD NEED!

TOWNP? THAT'S KIND OF
FAR AWAY FOR US TO
WALK THERE ISN'T IT?

THE WHAT?

OH IT IS! THAT'S WHY |
TAKE THE BENCH.

TWO PASSENGERS TO
DOM'’S PLEASE!

SORELANDTHEO.TUMBLR.COM
Comic by Jonathon Yee
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International students travel for spring break
Six students who could not go home spent week off in Chicago

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY RODOLPHO CAMARGO

Hector Lopez Vila (left) and Christiane Felicio were two of the six students who decided to travel to Chicago, Ill. with Rodolpho Camargo for

their spring break.

By TYLER STIGALL
Staff Writer
stigallt@allegheny.edu

Every year, the week of
spring break presents an in-
teresting challenge to many
of Allegheny’s international
students: what do you do for a

week when you have no easily
accessible home to return to?
In response to this dilem-
ma, this year a group of six
students staying at the Max
Kade International House de-
cided to explore Chicago, Il
for spring break. Shu Yi Tang,

’17, a four-year international
student from Malaysia, de-
scribed the decision as a con-
sensus among her friends.
“We have a Facebook
group for international stu-
dents,” said Tang. “I stay at the
international house, and we

(From left to right) Laura Hagen, Hector Lopez Vila, Shu-Yi Tang and

Katharina Lopez spent some of there time away from Meadville by the

beach in Illinios.

have a pretty close commu-
nity there. One of my house-
mates, Rodolpho Camargo,
[said that] there were a few
places he wanted to go”

Camargo, the Portuguese
teaching assistant, posted a
few destination ideas on the
Facebook groups page and
asked if anyone wanted to go
with him. The students in the
international wing voted and
decided on Chicago.

“We wanted to go to a city
to see a change of place, not
necessarily going to the beach
because that’s where everyone
is going,” Tang explained.

According to Tang, the
group of students decided to
take the Amtrak, which, while
only being slightly cheaper
than flying, provided them
with the unique experience of
taking a train in America.

“All of us were surprised by
how comfortable the environ-
ment was,” Tang said. “There
was also an observatory deck
with glass all around you
and you get to see everything
passing by outside. And we

woke up seeing a sunrise in
the train. It was a really inter-
esting experience.”

Upon arriving in the
Windy City, Hector Lopez
Vila, a Spanish teaching as-
sistant from the University of
Autonoma de Madrid, com-
pared Chicago to New York
and Madrid. Vila originally
came to Allegheny to experi-
ence a small-town American
community.

Of Chicago, Vila remarked,
“It was very great to be in a
different environment with
new people, with the feeling
that you are completely dis-
appeared and no one knows
you. It was a very liberating
experience. Here [in Mead-
ville], everyone knows you,
but that feeling of being free
was very great””

According to Tang, the
group of students arrived in
Chicago on Sunday morning,
and stayed at a hostel, relying
on Chicago’s metro system to
transport them about the city.
On Monday, they spent time
at Navy Pier and enjoyed the

beach. They also visited Cloud
Gate, commonly referred to
as “the Bean,” according to
Vila, where they observed the
skyline of Chicago.

“You can see the skyline
of the city reflected in [Cloud
Gate],” said Laura Hagen,
’17. “It’s supposed to be like
a gateway between the pedes-
trians and the skyline. It’s a re-
ally cool concept”

The group visited a litany
of tourist attractions, includ-
ing the Museum of Science
and Industry, the Lincoln
Park Zoo and the Garfield
Conservatory.

Of the latter, Tang recalled,
“It’s like a greenhouse essen-
tially. It was one of my favor-
ite places because it was still
pretty cold in Chicago and
inside there it was warm, and
in one of the sections were
flowers that were blooming.
So it was a really nice kind of
escape from winter where you
could see spring bloom right
in your face”

Hagen is not herself an in-
ternational student, but she
is a German major who lives
in the German international
house and is close friends
with many international stu-
dents. She admitted that there
were times when she noticed
her background distinctly
manifesting itself during the
trip.

“It was the first time that I
had hung out where I was the
only American,” she said, “so
I suddenly became aware of
just how American I am, and
all the little things that I might
say that make sense to other
Americans”

Many of the students, in-
cluding Vila, are at Allegheny
only for the remainder of the
semester, rendering any fu-
ture spring break plans moot.
Vila did, however, concede
that he still had some travel
plans before he returned to
Madrid.

“I will go [for] a few days
to Miami because my plane
leaves from Miami,” he said.
“Maybe I will try to go to Phil-
adelphia in April. I would like
to go to Boston, but I don't
know if I will have time.”

Other groups of interna-
tional students took a cruise
around the Bahamas and
traveled to Miama, Washing-
ton D.C. and New York City.

Allegheny College begins ‘Culture 2 Culture Peer Mentoring

By MEAGHAN WILBY
Junior Science/International Editor

Wilbym@aﬂegheny‘edu

Allegheny College’s Inter-
national Education Office is
implementing a new Culture
2 Culture Peer Mentoring
Program that will begin in the
2015 fall semester. The pro-
gram intends to help incom-
ing international students
adjust to life at Allegheny and
hopes to increase internation-
alization within the college
community.

The program aims to pair
one Allegheny student with
two incoming international
students. The current student
will act as a mentor for the in-
ternational students through-
out their fall semester at Al-
legheny. Any current student
(sophomore or above) with a
minimum G.PA of 2.50 can
apply to a mentor position.
The position is unpaid and
open to both current interna-
tional and domestic students.

Mentors will be expected
to initiate contact with their
respective students during
the summer - before the stu-
dent’s arrival on campus and
this contact is expected to
be maintained throughout
the semester. Mentors are re-
quired to attend a training
session in the spring and en-
couraged to join the Welcome
Celebration at the beginning
of the fall semester. Through-
out the semester, the Inter-
national Office plans to host
events for mentors and men-
tees to attend, which mentors
have to attend a minimum of
two.

According to Lenee Mc-
Candless, International Stu-
dent Adviser, the program is
intended to be beneficial for
both current and internation-
al students. For domestic stu-
dents, McCandless hopes it
will increase cultural sensitiv-
ity, help intercultural commu-
nication skills and help them

understand different cultures
more. For the international
students, it is about helping
them not only adjust to life in
America, but also to integrate
them into the campus com-
munity.

“International students
have a unique set of needs,
language, immigration wise,
different educational systems
and sometimes it can be very
overwhelming when they are
arriving in a completely new
place, especially if they have
never been to America before,
or been in an American edu-
cational system,” McCandless
said. “My hope is that this will
bridge the gap between do-
mestic students and interna-
tional students...I want inter-
national students to feel that
they are not just international
students but that they are Al-
legheny students.”

Mary English, ’15, cur-
rently works in the Interna-
tional Education Office as a

peer adviser of international
students. She has worked on
helping international students
in all four of her years at Al-
legheny but said that every
year the number of interna-
tional students has increased.
Because there are so many
more international students
now, she believes that this
now has to be a community
effort.

“There always tends to be
an international community
and an Allegheny community
and bridging this through this
program is very important”
said English. “When you do
an exchange the goals are
the same: to learn languages
and integrate yourself. Doing
this outside of the classroom
is just as important as inside
the classroom...the one-on-
one side would help with the
integration of international
students”

Huno Michael, ’15, be-
lieves that the program would

definitely be useful. Michael
is a four year degree-seeking
student from Ethiopia, who
said he would have loved to
have a student mentor from
Africa, if not from Ethiopia.
“Personally, I would have
preferred another interna-
tional student that has ad-
justed to life here,” Michael
said. “The transition from one
culture to another is hard, so
having someone who has been
through the similar transition
can only help. But I honestly
believe this could be a huge
success among international
and local students alike”
McCandless said that the
mentor position has been tar-
geted at students who have
studied abroad; who are able
to understand feelings such as
culture shock, or at students
who are interested in going
abroad to help them learn
more about different cultures
and countries. However the
positions are open for anyone

who would like to apply and
the International Office in-
tends to provide all mentors
with necessary training. This
training will include helping
students with culture shock,
topics to initiate conversation,
resources such as the interna-
tional student handbook, and
diversity training.

For now the program will
only run through the fall se-
mester, however McCandless
hopes that relationships will
continue to develop, even
after the program officially
ends.

“My hope is that the pro-
gram will be successful and
that students will continue
their relationships with men-
tors on their own accord in
the form of new friendships.”

Applications for the pro-
gram are open until March
31.
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JaDE performers practice their dance for the benefit concert this Saturday March 28 at 7 p.m. in Shafer Auditorium. It is the 8th annual concert
benefiting the Crawford County Special Olympics.

Allegheny dance club gives concert to benefit Special Olympics

By EYLIE BUEHLER
Features Editor
buehl(‘re@aﬂegheny.edu

The Allegheny Jazz and
Dance Ensemble will perform
their 8th annual spring bene-
fit concert on Saturday March
28 at 7 p.m. in Shafer Audito-
rium.

The money raised at the
concert will go to the Craw-
ford County Special Olym-
pics.

Megan Aurin, ’15, presi-
dent of JaDE, said the club of
13 women will host the event
and other movement classes
from campus, as well as dance
classes from Meadville to per-
form a family-friendly variety
show.

“A couple years ago the
Crawford County Special
Olympics lost a lot of their

tunding so we try to compen-
sate for that by holding this
concert,” Aurin said. “We've
been able to send them to
state competitions with the
money we've raised so it really
does help them out a lot”

The show is choreographed
by members of the club as well
as other students who partic-
ipate in dance organizations
and classes on campus.

Aurin said that they have
a club advisor, Betsy Sumer-
field, an instructor for dance
and movement studies at Al-
legheny, to oversee the club
but the group has the freedom
to pick and create the dances
how they please.

“We started learning the
dances and picked out the
dances last semester; Aurin
said.

“We've been really work-

ing this whole semester on
learning choreography and
creating choreography. We've
also asked a lot of business-
es downtown and clubs on
campus to help create raffle
baskets so it really is a joint
community effort”

Fundraising chair Caroline
Brennan, ’17, said that they
have gotten a lot of support
from the Allegheny campus
as well as from local Mead-
ville business.

“We made trips down-
town and asked businesses to
get involved and help us cre-
ate baskets to raftle off at the
event,” Brennan said. “We've
been contacting clubs around
campus for help as well”

Brennan said the hardest
part of preparing for the con-
cert was working with every-
one’s schedule and finding

time to devote to the club and
the cause.

“We're all so busy with a
lot of different things but this
is something we all care about
and want to make time for,
Brennan said.

Aurin said she is looking
forward to showcasing their
talents, raising money for a
great cause and her last per-
formance at Allegheny.

“This is going to be my last
concert so I am kind of look-
ing forward to it being my last
big performance at Allegheny
but it will also be bittersweet
just because it is the last one,”
Aurin said.

“I love all the girls and it
will be sad to leave them and
leave the club because it has
done so much for me”

Sam Bretz, ’18, concert co-
chair is most looking forward

AMASA SMITH/THECAMPUS

JaDE publicizes their event on a banner over Park Ave-

nue in Meadville.

to performing for a crowd.

“There will be kids from
the Special Olympics coming
to the show which will be re-
ally cool for them to see what
we are doing for them and see
the impact that we are making
on them,” Bretz said.

Admission to the con-
cert is free but donations are
appreciated.  All donations
and proceeds from the raf-
fle baskets will be donated to
the Crawford County Special
Olympics.

Are you chomping that comp?

The Campus asked some Allegheny seniors how they felt about approaching senior thesis deadlines

Reporting and photos by Amasa Smith and Meghan Hayman

Cam Olson

Psychology major,
Communication Arts minor

Title: The Relationship Be-
tween Self-Esteem, Self-Effi-
ciency and Playing Time in
College Soccer

“Im just finishing it. It hasn’t
been that stressful of a pro-
cess because I'm a two semes-
ter comper so I've had a lot of

time.”

Danielle Frank

International Studies major,
Spanish minor

Title: The Incorporation of
Bolivian Immigrants into Ar-
gentine Society

“I'm doing pretty well. I could
be in a better place but I'm not
behind. I just hang out with
friends whenever I have time
to take a break and sleeping
whenever I can”

Julia Luczko

Biology major,
Psychology minor

Title: Investigating Expres-
sion Patterns of Peroxidase 42
in Arabidopsis Thalianal

“It's going fine. I plan to be
done by tomorrow. And I'm
doing yoga”

Zach Bauer

Physics major,
Philosophy minor

Title: HR5171: Simulating A
Hyper Massive Contact Bi-
nary

“I'm feeling really good about
it. I feel like the junior sem has
really kept me on track and
allowed me to get my project
done at a reasonable pace”

Stephanie Von Ahnen

Psychology major,
German minor

Title: The Effects of Professor’s
Verbal Behavior on Student
Attitudes and Performance

“I'm in denial that my comp is
due Monday. I've been meet-
ing with my adviser more
however T've been finding
ways to not work on it. And
I've been sleeping a lot more.”

Aubrey Welschcox

Religious Studies major,
Theater and economics mi-
nors

Title: Untitled

“The comping process is
stressful but informative as
well. I've learned a lot about
my topic and I will be glad to
have experience like this to
take with me into a graduate
program.”
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Civil Rights leader
chosen as keynote

By CLAIRE TEAGUE
Features Editor

teaguec(@allegheny.edu

As a part of Allegheny Col-
lege’s Year of Voting Rights
and Democratic Participa-
tion, Robert P. Moses will
speak to the campus com-
munity at 7 p.m. on Monday,
March 30 in Ford Chapel. The
Year of Voting Rights is in
honor of 2015, marking the
50th anniversary of the pass-
ing of the Voting Rights Act.
Moses’ presentation is a key-
note speech for the year.

Moses is most widely rec-
ognized for his work as a civil
rights activist in the 1960s
Civil Rights Movement.
During that time he worked
for the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) which was a student
founded group that orga-
nized sit-ins and other forms
of protests. Moses was one
of the first civil rights lead-
ers in Mississippi where he
organized voter registration
efforts in 1961.

Heather Bosau, ’17, is a fel-
low for Allegheny’s Center for
Political Participation and has
been involved in the efforts to
bring Moses to campus. “It’s
been a whole community ef-
fort to bring him here;” said
Bosau.

“We've still kind of been at
the forefront but there have
been a whole lot of other peo-
ple like the President’s office
is involved and Dave Ron-
calotoss office apparently has
played a really big role since
he’s done a lot with education
policy;” said Bosau.

The fellows worked to raise
awareness for Moses’ visit and
his accomplishments on cam-

pus, as well as try to encour-
age students to take advantage
of the events during the day
leading up to his presentation
in Ford Chapel.

Hanna Herbert, 15, is also
a fellow for the CPP and she
will be working at the event
to help usher and ensure the
event runs smoothly. Herbert
will be attending the other
events earlier in the day where
Moses will be speaking with
students and faculty or par-
ticipating in interviews with
writers from the Robert H.
Jackson Center.

“Pve heard that he’s a really
great speaker to begin with so
I think he’ll be very enthusias-
tic to be here and very enthu-
siastic about what he’s talking
about,” said Herbert. “He’s a
major civil rights figure and
he also is involved in a math
learning program, the Alge-
bra Project, which I think will
bring a new dimension to this
year’s theme”

In 1982, Moses used the
MacArthur Fellowship Award
he received to start the Al-
gebra Project, a nonprofit
organization with a national
mission to improve children’s
mathematical skills.

The project specifically tar-
gets middle schools and high
schools in low income areas,
both urban and rural. It be-
gan in Cambridge, MA with
just one school but now is in-
volved with schools in eight
states.

Kayla Greer, ’17, is excited
to go to the presentation with
her class. “T have to go for one
of my classes but I'm also re-
ally looking forward to it. It
sounds like it’s going to be
really interesting,” said Greer.
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Submitted art works
awaiting for being re-
viewed by the guest ju-
ror and art department
faculty at Allegheny
College’s Bowman, Pe-
nelec and Megahan Art
Galleries on Tuesday,
March. 24.

Student works eligible for Doane Prizes

Photos and stories
By YUTONG WANG
Junior Photo Editor
wangy2@allegheny.edu

As a tradition of Allegheny
College, Doane Prizes in Art
has been given to students
art works annually. Awards in
painting and drawing, graph-
ics, sculpture or ceramics
and Juror’s Prize are offered
through the generosity of the
late Foster B. Doane, a former
Allegheny trustee.

Juror’s Prize is selected by
a guest juror every year. This
year, Cynthia Hawkins, art
professor and gallery director
at SUNY Genesseo, will deter-
mine which works to present
in the art show.

All students were encour-
aged to submit their work.
Darren Miller, assistant pro-
fessor of art and gallery direc-
tor, communicated with fac-
ulty and students in different
departments as well as posted
call for submissions on MyAl-
legheny. Submissions were ac-
cepted in the art galleries on
March 23 and March 24 from
12:30 to 4:30 p.m.

“If you just want to enter
an art work in the show, you
make a general entry, said
Miller. “Or if you have a body
of work, like ten paintings
that are all about one idea,
then you can enter them as a
Doane Prize”

Students who work as gal-
lery assistants help organize
and guide the entry of art
works. “We install and han-
dle the art works and facilitate
gallery openings. We also give
people information about
the gallery shows”, said Janos
Cseh, ’15.

This student art show, as
a juried exhibition, is differ-
ent than other curated exhi-
bitions. Submitted works are
displayed on the floor await-
ing for the judges and accept-
ed works will be hang up on
the walls as regular gallery
shows. Works not chosen for
the exhibition will be present-
ed at the “Salon des Refusés”
in the hallways outside the
galleries.

Miller emphasizes that re-
jection is part of the practice
and students shouldn’t take it

personally.

“Sometimes, very excel-
lent work is rejected because
it may or may not fit with the
broader theme of the work
that’s shown in the gallery’,
said Miller. “So the juror’s
job is not just to accept the
excellent work, but to think
about how it is all going to
look together, how are the
different pieces and what they
communicate going to flow as
the viewer walks through the
gallery”

Jaysa Alvarez, ’15, sub-
mitted paintings, sculptures,
photographs, performance art
work and computer art.

“Mostly I work around
loss. Sometimes it’s about the
feeling of losing something.
That's the most cohesive
theme,” said Alvarez. “I don't
really stick to a medium gen-
erally, although I think most
of my work is sculptural”

Since her sophomore year,
Alvarez has been submitting
works for the student art
show. She believes the show
addresses a sense of commu-
nity. “It’s interesting to have

people come around and look
at your work and tell you what
they think of it,” said Alvarez.

“This is the way that art
is professionally practiced,”
said Miller. “So this gives stu-
dents a real opportunity to do
more than just to make the art
work, but to also put the art
work in some sort of context
that reviews can interact with
it. If you never display the art-
work, then it never really goes
beyond being a kind of exer-
cise. Without an audience,
it's questionable whether art
exists.”

Hawkins and faculty of art
department started viewing
and judging submissions for
Doane Awards on Wednes-
day, March 25. Doane Priz-
es will be announced at the
opening reception on March
31 from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Win-
ners will receive cash awards
and books that are significant
publications within the field
of studio art. All accepted
works will be displayed in the
galleries from Tuesday, March
31 to Sunday, April 12, 2015.
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Spring Break 2015

Spring sports teams travel south for break for training and games

By ALEX HOLMES -

MEN'S & WOMEN S TENNIS

CONTRIBUTED BY SLOANE PRINCE

Alex Hurtuk, 15, plays in a match in Hilton Head, South Carolina over spring break.
The men’s team closed the week with a 4-1 record.

The mens and women’s
tennis teams travelled to-
gether to Hilton Head, South
Carolina for the break. The
women went through the trip
undefeated, while the men
ended the week 4-1 with a loss
against Carleton College.

“The Macalester match
was a big win, it was there
big match for the week and
we won it in singles,” Daniel
Conroy, 15, said.

Conroy won 6-3,6-1 in
singles against Macalester and
gave the rest of the team mo-
mentum going into doubles.

Conroy said a challenge
through the beginning of the
week was adjusting from the
blue courts in the Wise Cen-
ter to the regular courts and

getting used to playing out-
side again.

“When we got there we
were excited for the warm
weather and ready to be suc-
cessful on the trip,” Kirstie
Oravec, ’16, said.

Oravec and doubles part-
ner Michaela Thompson, ’17,
were the clinching match
against St. Norbert College
and pulled through with a 8-4
win.

“We had a lot of support
from players and parents, no
matter where you were play-
ing there was always some-
one cheering for you,” Oravec
said.

Conroy said the team can
learn from the wins and losses
they face and take something

from each match to work on.

Off the court the team
spent the week at the beach
and enjoy team dinners to-
gether.

“Being with the other play-
ers and parents was the best
part) Oravec said. “We are
a close knit group and that
helped us win matches”

The team lived together for
the week and spent time not
playing tennis with hanging
out with each other in Hilton
Head.

The men will play tomor-
row Sat. Mar. 28 against Wit-
tenberg University at 10 a.m.
followed by the women’s
match against Wittenberg at
1 p.m.

of the week.

remember,” Blinn said.

WUEN'S SOFTBALL

Q.

Caitlin Nealer, “15, pitches against Keene State on March 21. The Allegheny wom-
en’s softball team ended the week with a 4-6 record.

For Spring Break the women’s softball team travelled to Clermont, Florida
for a season opening week of games. Through the week the team played ten
games ending the week with a 4-6 record.

“It was a change going from the blue courts of the Wise Center to outside on
the dirt and in the heat,” third baseman and catcher Hannah Blinn, ’17, said. “It
was nice to be outside though and be in the sun playing games.”

Blinn was a top hitter during the Keene State game.

Blinn said the evening game against Wisconsin Stout was a highlight game

“It was our first win of the week, and it was a great win that everyone can

Oft the field, the team spend time with each other and with their families
who came on the trip with them.
The women will travel to Delaware, OH to play Ohio Wesleyan University at
1 p.m. and 3 p.m tomorrow Sat. Mar. 28.

CONTRIBUTED BY JIM BERGER

Sports Editor -

holmesa2@allegheny.edu

over Benedictine.

play.

6-3 record.

games.

»

us.

and 3 p.m.

MEN SBASEBALL

CONTRIBUTED BY JIM BERGER

Jameson Murray, ‘18, pitches during the Benedictine University game on March 19.
The game was part of the team’s spring break week of games. The Gators won 3-2

The men’s baseball team went to Florida for break for a week full of game

“We hadn’t had a game yet since our first few were cancelled, so we had to
get acclimated to the grass and faced difficult teams like Oswego and Washing-
ton & Jefferson,” infielder Jacob Shick, 17, said.

The team fell 1-9 to Washington & Jefferson College on March 17, then
faced Oswego in a double header the next day. The men fell 0-7 in the first
game, but won 6-1 in the second game.

“A highlight was taking two games from Bowdoin,” Shick said. “They were
wins from a quality opponent and we came out on top.”

The team went 3-1, 6-4 against Bowdoin ending the week with a win, and a

“Being able to play in the sun and warm weather was nice, your arm feels
better and your swing is better in the warmth,” Shick said.

The men are using their experiences from Florida to prepare for their next

“We faced adversity and overcame the positions we got ourselves in,” Shick
said. “We worked through the games and that’s something we can carry with

The Gators will face College of Wooster at home on Sun. Mar. 29 at 12 p.m.

WOMEN SLACROSSE

aLLEE
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CONTRIBUTED BY ASHLEY HUGHES

The women’s lacrosse team travelled to Orlando and met John Wilcher, Allegheny’s
first women’s lacrosse coach. Wilcher was at Allegheny from 1994-1998.

The women’s lacrosse team
went to Orlando, Florida for
the break to enjoy team bond-
ing time and face Western
New England University and
Rowan College.

“For better or worse its
good to get beat up a bit,” Ash-
ley Hughes, head coach, said.
“It lets us check ourselves and
know weaknesses.”

The team went into each
game knowing they were go-
ing to face a challenge but
were prepared to work.

“Not letting the other team
get in our heads was a chal-
lenge,” Kaelin Clogan, ’17,
said. “They were great teams
with great skills and we let
them get to us”

The Gators fell 14-10 to
Western New England Uni-
versity followed by a 22-8 loss
to Rowan University.

“We played teams that are
better than us and we know
our weaknesses and can make
ourselves better now;” Clogan
said.

Hughes said the team
knew they were going to face
tough competition and were
excited for the challenge.

“The games highlighted
what we need to work on
and the track we are set for;,
Hughes said. “We played top
quality teams.”

In addition to playing
two games, the women vis-
ited Universal Studios, Magic

Kingdom, Medieval Times,
and went on a boat ride for an
afternoon.

“The energy was higher
and we were able to bond
more, overall the attitude
was better in Florida,” Clogan
said. “I think our attitudes had
a positive correlation with the
weather”

“Spring break is an oppor-
tunity to get to know people
in a new way, team wise they
can know more about each
other,” Hughes said.

The women will play Uni-
versity of Mount Union to-
morrow Mar. 28 at 1 p.m at
Robertson Athletic Complex.



