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" Aooording to her own doolmtion. Tda I. !'at‘bell uwor
Y writer. At all events, it did not trouble her in the cutrnnﬂ ‘and
tradition usually oredits to those who make literature thoir o&ruo!%,
biograyhor, vhose most recent book, "The Life of Judge Gary: A Story o ’

been 80 widely suoccessful, asserts oonfidently that it was. moroly one of
aocidents of 1ife which caused her to enter this pursuit, almost unwill
She wanted most of all to be a soientist, it appears,

30ho0l in the town of Titusville, Pennsylvania, where her femily uade
sntered Allegheny College. In a recent interview, reported by Mary B,
American Magazine, while talking of this period, she said that by the time lho
ated she "really had developed an ambition", "I always had been interested in.
solence", she continued, "but at college it becams a genuine passion with me.
wanted, more than anything else in the world, to have a binooular miocrosoope and to
devote my life to studying and teaching biology. I have always said that a bino
mioroscope was the only thing that oould meke me actually tremble and my tloo*tEIQQ
with exoitement! That may seem absurd....but it is true. I never longnd to. writ:};
never dreamed of it as a career," 2
It is seldom that so frank and uncompromising a statement is. heard fran ona

For sucoess alters things. Most viotors have a way of forgetting that they may haw'
set out towards some quite different goal., But not Miss Tarbell. Denpite har aohitro-‘
ment, she seems to think herself a viotim of chanoce.

two years in a small seminary in Ohio, always hoping that some opportunity would pres-
ent itself to continue and develop her interest in natural solence., But T&ta rulad
matters differently, At that time the Chautauqua movement was in its early ltggpq,
its magazine, "The Chautauquan", was being published in a town near Titusvilln, 'hnro W
the Tarbell family lived. An editorial position was offered her, whioh she gave up
' her teaching to accept. The latter had failed to appeal to her from the first. So
o here she was, finally, in the writing field. Yet, in her own words,-"To me it was.
IS only & temporery thing. I had no inclination toward writing or toward editori&l work.
This was merely a stop-gap, nothing more,"
Nevertheless, though she had no special taste for her new dutios, ahe

@ worked diligently. She soon was learning the technical end of the business, planning
UQ the magazine, introducing new departments, handling the correspondence, writing and
translating articles, "making up" the edition, and so on - indeed, learning ‘to handle
everything in any way connected with publication., After seven years of this- many-
sided experience, she went to France. There ghe determined to learn the methods eém-

© ployed by the French in writing biography and history, for she admired their products
E?in this field above all others. She succeeded in syndicating some articles to various
Gq American papers to help finance her stay ebroad. Her "Life of Mme., Roland" and "Life

@ of Ngpoleon" were written at this time; and it was also in Paris that she first met
E?Mr. 8. 8. McClure, who became interested in her work and subsequently used so many of
—her writings in his magazine, most memorable of all being the much-discussed "History
Slof the Standerd 0Oil Company", As most people recall, this open indiotment of-ipalthy'
(Dand powerful interests oaused a stir which has scarcely subsided even today, V&rioui’
r-of Miss Tarbell's other biographies followed, and now "The Life of Judge Gary". has
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—been added to the list, probably as noteworthy an achievement in the fileld of biog-_~'.. i

;;raphical writing as the past year has produced, And all this, one remembers vith
—isurprise, is the acoomplishment of a woman who very much wanted to do something elsef
She hesn't had time for her binooular microscope, She has always been 00 buay

, applying a hypothetioal one, its substitute, to the ways of human 11vea.

who hes really succeeded in any field, whether it be the success most dosired or not. _;H .g

Finishing her college course - the only woman in her class =~ sho taught for
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