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Interview with Mrse Blackwell November 86th,1609

1 foud krse Blad]mell 8% her dauphter'a home ¢gn the \utekirts of
Elizabeth. Bhe isa br!eht-eyaa. whtte~ha:tﬂd littlo old voman. e o-
what paac g0 yeara, Beyond a little deafnoss ahe seema in alnoat per- ,_
faot conditions Ehe iaiked very freely of her careers Ber tather "

wes a farner living at Hnriettey New York, not far from Rechester
end not far from '&maﬁ-B. Anthony's :_w«hor. He was a ve"ry.;-liberal
man and enoouraged his sericus-minded dedghter in her embitions for
study end for work. She was able at home to £it horself for oonege,
but thare weas no collegs in her vioinity then to recam her. Sho bo-
gan to teaoh end finany 1n 1846 deoided to enter Oberlin. 8ho waa-
deeply reugioua and felt that the most 1uportant thing tn tho world waa
to oonvert people in the old faabionoa erthndox way. Sha tens with

mich amigament of how on her way to Oberlin she met. an old frlend of tho _— |

femily vho krew the place end who werned her that she should'not be
too intimate at aohool with a rather dangerous young womgn k'nqvm as
Lucy Stonss lrs. Blackwell desoribes her fivet 1mp1;eas!§m of |
Luoy discussing animatedly with two or three young men. She says "he_'r
fivat 1den was that she talked altogsther too miohs Ths two pirls after-
wverd beoeme good friends. Luoy alreedy wes prepering for 'pubiib
1ife; enti-slavery, temperance and woman'n rights ‘ueing the thames on |
which she expeoted to laoture. Antoinette confided to her that aho |
expected to heoone a preachers Iuoy when sho heard this atoppgd ;n.amageQ‘-

ment and said #They will nsver let you do 4+ ~©



o evon Prof. Finney at firat ob- g
Jeoted, theugh he admitted afterward in his dudgment womon aometimee
¥ were caned to epeak. ura. Finnoy, the prosident 'a flrat wife labored

s}xe could not oonooive that a young woman would daro to placo horaalt

I(ra. Blaokwoll oalled her attention to tha fo.ot that thm waa what
Prof. Finnoy hed done 1n his doo!sion. | The firat leoturo thaﬁ eho

romemb_ere having givon vas m 1846. Sho was teaohing aehool in

uberal nen and ha, knowing that she wantad to bo a miniater, ursad her

to begin epeaking them. and there !‘or praotica. whioh she did. Her

she began 0 leoture on temperanoe, anti-elavery, vomn s rightu, o
otos

lass,  Ghe at thet tine had begmm to d0 missionary work 4n Mo York
Citye Hor amearame at Woroeater was ths signal for uiss uott and

the rest to invite her cmto the platform and she ‘oeoaane after that

in New York and after the way speake of long auffrnge tripa taken with
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Misa Anthony in New York State. They geen 1ndeod to havo stumped the L
state two or thres times. ' Bhe apeaks very kindly of Smsan B. Sha aqya
when ahe sterted out, she had the ch&raoteriatioa of the seasonod '

Areiqr Iond

sohool marm, but that afterward ahe bacame muoh mora aantle and toler-ﬁ "

-

anf. She says that alwaya she wanted Bverybod; to sw what ho thought

earneatly with Mrs. Blaokwell, trying to diaunda hor rrom her undertaking. :

in Opposition to the ;!udgment of all the wiao men of all the yearl.thoush LR ‘

Rochester, H!'ohigan. Here the auperintendent of the aohool waa a very N

t’irst semon was delivered 1n Renriotta, Ohio. - After eho left 0011980.,.‘~.~. __ '-;_ |

Her firat woman'e rishte oonvontion vas the one held in worceater,"".f‘ i

regular spesker on the radical plntform. She spoko much for uiaa Anthomr g
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on arw platform that ahe was oontrolling. Sho saya that there never

_.waa a woman who had less aelf-oonsoicmaness ’ that aho was completely

abaorbed in the subdeot under diacuasion, end would taokle anybody

who advenced views with hhioh ghe m dieagreed. -sha emphaa!led tha
point that in tlese early daye the men were quite an xmoh reeponttble
for ths woman's suffrage movemont as the women themselvea- Bha aays _
this point has never heen emphasized as it ehould be. She speaks
particularly of the ‘help that Mre Gresley gave the oansa untn auch e
tine as tho taotios of the women embitterdd him. ‘8he agress with ‘

me that Mrs. Stenton views on divoros was a greht trialto 'ﬂr.,_’(}_x‘gﬂéi |
and helped drive himdaway. 'She also miempreaented hia and. Mra§ Gre”o':l’,ey:'é

oause

relations and nnm him much bitterness of spirit.

Mrse Blaokwall waa not ordained until 1858 and her first

church was in South Butler, N. Je Uh to this time she had been ’_ o .' |

completely orthodox, in spite of the fabt that many of the radioal women

with whom she assooiated were anything but orthodox. The term"fnﬁdel"

which was a popular one of the day is to strong too apply but thn
religious .

they were very free thinkers on muekmxs eubjeots 15 oertain. Soan
after dhe was ‘ordhined Darwin and ‘Spenger foll into Yirs. Blackwell's
hends and she suffered a complete revulaion of religious believé. ‘She
saye horself thet she simply believed nmothing and did not know where she
was ats This oaused her so much distress that only four months after
being ordained, on the plea that hor health was failing, ohe gave up

her olurchs Sho continued, howsver, speeking on woman_"a righté; |

temperance and ofher liberal toploss In 1886 she married Mr, Blackwell,

brother of Iuoy Stons's Mishend and graduslly she aettied.dm 1ntd"-a‘t’7 :

form of Unitarianigms Shs has always preaohod mora or leas and. today

builde

appears once a month in the 1ittle churoh at. Elizabeth whioh she holped ..:, -

R, ko W S s S i
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| I uked her about the attieudo of the wman's rishtu RN
‘."'I"-"‘E_"‘-’_orowd in the Otvu Har. Bhe saya that thoy wero very oritioal of
- I.inooln through all theso yoara d thought 'chat e dm not nove mt

s v'_"‘-__.that aho and uisa Roso froquently olanhed on tho platform beoauno of s
“»."_-."ivary divergent v!ews. Sho apeaks of her aa boing a handaome vomn. o

b a ’i_but not a popular leoturer. '!hinks that her slight foroi@ aocont wan
o 'f_f-»’atmouve rather than repellent. but that she found u very difﬂoult' e

-, :_'to get the Amerioan point of view. i | |

I aaked her about Emeaﬁne Roeo. , Sho eays 1t 13 tme
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