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Siena, August 17, 1936

Dear Family:

I've moved on from Rome at last and stopped here
for twe or three days. Siena is supposed to be one of the most
beautiful and interesting towns in Italy and a day's leck at it
makes me sure its reputation is deserved. I oame in time for
their Palie (banner) a procession and race which has been going
on annually - war times excepted - for some three hundréd or
more years - more I fancy. It is the most beautiful and the
funniest thing I ever saw, purely local and amateurish and
the more important to theux .bessmse it is so. 1 cams in sunday
and the town was crowded. Viola Roseboro had found me a place
in & pensiones, tiny little sink, two rooms big as postuge
stamps with old brick flocrs looking out on tile reofs and
green trees, comfortable, electric light, one cabinet for twenty
poopl: tucked away in the distance but all right and charming
people running it. I was lucky. There were people sleeping
in their cars that night for everybody comes from the country
around and the tourists flock here.

' The Palie is a long story but briefly it seems to
be an outgrowth of early bull fighting that got to be too brutal
and they turned it into a fight with stonest Dlow it has been
civilized into a gorgeous procession and a horse race between
the various wards or contrada of the town -~ seventeen of them.
Each ward has a select group to represent it including a master
of ceremonies, a jocky, two flgg bearers and a few pages or
attendents. They have their colors, emblems and their costumes
are made to best show these. The cardsI send show them fairly.
They get new costumes about onca in twenty five years. They
are costly of course but each eontrada prides itself in the snow
it can make. The splendid groups begin to gather in their various
districts soon after noon, August 16th is the day, and at tiree
o'clock each of them takes the horse chosen for the race to the .
church of the ward where it is blessed. The horses are chosen
by lot a day or two before the race from the best horses in
the tom -« all of theu work horses.

Rosie and I coummitted ourself to a party arranged by
one Basse a young Italian who has lived in America and learned all
the tricks she has to teach about running taings. lie had ten

automobile loads of us in his party. We were to drive around
the town and then go to a church waich he had chartered for tne
occasion to see the horse blessed. It was the ward of the bnail,
that is this emblem was a snail. As our ca® was the longest -

it held fifteen people - we were put at the foot of the procession.
NOW Riumm Siena is one of the towns of Italia that has never had a
street widened. In many of them cars cannot pass and the turns
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(eorners) are so sharp a long car has to bask twice to get Wy
beside the streets were packed.with people. Our drivesr got
into trouble at the first turn, a car was coming owi so
drivers stopped and began to quarrel about which had »: of
way. A policeman finally made us push buk into a solid
‘orowd of people. we didn't kill anybody but we lost o
by the delay and then for three quarters of an hour we ehased
round and round looking for Basse. The ttts in the

began to get exsited lest we miss the horse blessing and all

of them to shout instructions in English or bad Italism to the
driver, I*ve never seen any thing funnier. The driver drove
in and out, up and down. He didn't know what ward we were ptu
to and the crowd in the gar had to nearly mob him to get him

back to Basse to find where the blessing was to be bestowed,

but we got there finally and sat around the little shureh in
reserved seats. The flag man came in and to the beat of a drum
did astonishing things with his banner. ®ill Rogers comnld learn
a trick or two from him, and finally they led in the herss and

a service was chanted and the horse was sprinkled with holy water
and sent on its way. O0f course we bescame violent supporters of
that horse and the contrada of the Snail from that mement,

And then we went to see the show, There may be
more beautiful spectacles to be seen in the world than the
crowd of at least 50,000 people packed intc the great eity,
Campo or Square. It 48 oval in shape and surrounded by high
medieval palaces and buildings - among them the pride of lnlu
the official palace with a lovely tower - see postal cardl

The hoyrses were draped with banners and hangings,
red velvet, the baloconies and windows and roofs were packed.
The colors of the hats and gowns made it like an enocrmons
flower bed from where we were in a room Viela had rented in oxrder.
that we might see without getting too tired, Mothing could have
been lowdier than the procession, A wide track was walled off
around the Campo, the body of the people being on the inside and
the seats next to the horses which enclose the plase. Then
came a ward at a tine, gorgeous in their costumes as you ean
judge from the cards. The prise of the affair is the flag furliing
and men in each group performed with their banners throughout the
entire march around thne Campo and when the entire seventeen wards
were in and the flag bearers all in action it was asbeautiful
a8 you can imagine. 0f course there were all sorts of banners
and pennants flying. The marchers finally were landed on a
grand stand and then came the race. The horses are not bred for
racing, they are horses used for one thing or another, scustimes
in cabs and their jockeys are boys from the wards, but there's
such awful excitement over it that youtd think it was tas Derby.
The horses .f co'irse get fearfully excited. The jockeys have an
awful time lining them up and staying on for they ride bars baeck.
This time the whole cavalcade broke and ran before the line was
ready and horses pitching head over heels in the confusion. They




got thrown back and into line but they were off before the
signal - the wildest race I ever saw. Only ten out of
seventeen are in the race, lots being drawn to see who shall

run, Three of these threw their rideres within three minutes
and were running slone for dear life. They let them go
dangercous as it is and if a horse without a rider gets in first -
they go arcund three times « his ward wins. The horse wins if he
keeps the plume on his head which is the color of his contrada
but all the jockeys in the race beat at his head with their whips
if he gets near them trying to strike down his plume. 1 saw
one horse stunned by a whip. No country fair race would dare

be as heartless as it is. Well the Bnail wonl we felt like
going down to the ward to celebrate with then,. ithis ward has
won fifty times in something like three hundred years of which
tiey have the bannere all preserved in the church. Of course it
is a purely town affair but it is certainly one of the gréatest
shows on earth both for beauty and for spirit. Today Viola

and I had a cab to take a drive into the country and we found

out that the sturdy horse which pulled us up and down hill was
the one that headed the great procession. He wore gold and red
velvet and plumes, ete., and you would have supposed him from
the xing's stables. ¥y but the cabby who owns him is proud of
him.

There is such rivalry and so much wire pulling
and gambling that many heads are broken. ¥ifty women in one
of the Contrada, sure that their horse had been jockied out of
poeition by the starter beat up that gentleman today and
threatened to do the same for his wife. “oth of them have left
townt At least the Palie keeps their minds off politics.

There, I never meant tc write so long a letter but
if you can read it I am sure you will be amused,

August 19th-I am going on today to ¥lorence. itve
had a pretty good rest here, taking things very easy and I shall
tackle my next article with wore courage than I had when I got
here sSunday. Did I tell you that my address would remain the
same as long as I am over.

Love to you all, Bo send these cards and letter
to uscott for the boys. They are old enough to be interested
in them I think.
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