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For weeks the little pioneer town of New
Salem and all the Sangamon County around had been parched
by drought and heat. The August fields and forests had lost
all greenness and lay dusty'r and yellowed sweltering under a
torrid sun and tireless hot winds. Fever had followed in m
wake of drought and there were few of the scattered hmlu ﬂ
the bluff where the town lay, or along the river which m
at its feet which it had not entered. One home in particular
had suffered « that of James Rutledge. It was a m;. tnnr. '
nine children, and the brunt of the nursing fell 5“*30“[ on
Ann, the oldest daughter, n girl of twentye-two, who fﬁ' :
years now had been her mother's chief \nmm.' what ever
the family joys or burdens. In the present orisis she had
help. 'Stokheu in a pioneer settlement calls out the full
sympathy, the nntlring self-sacrifice of muhlu.l'l. They give
their strength to nursing as long as nuruns is needed und it
the day comes when care fails and death takes his uot_tu. they :
‘build the coffin, dig the grave, weep and pray by its epen
mouth. That dn;'lo they pass on to another bed side. St




mmwuamtou-. It msm
otm ‘To lose her now was M.

It was not strange that he re
Up to the time he mmm:nhmuu“




Let him alone.® Such was their simple and profound

..11.“ ra A
And nov thc dnu-/hu awakened, m m

of their muumnt/m _Years later he was to write to o

a yom friend bcreavod“ by the death of her father. "In

this ind world of ours sorrow comes to alljy and tn the M _'

it comes with bittered agony, bmm it takes th- mﬁ

He had been taken unawares, _ : | o

The touchstone of a man's fiber is SOTTOW.

Vill he bear it? Can he bear ity More than one friend of s
Abraham Lineoln's in the weeks following Ann Rutledge's : . : '  -'
death asked himself the question as he saw the man wwu . - ’.
and brbodlu. neglecting all the interests iudh had fn : "'
his days, watched him going again and again to the MM

yard where Ann m, heard him ory out that he could mt bear

tbn thought of rnm m“’”&“’ on her grave. But these n'icndl :

' were wise., Among them wes an understanding pair m M

befriended Lincoln from his first coming to New Salem, Wiose loms |

had always been o'pon to him. They now took him 4in, mm

the fever which had tormented him for weeke and which he had

neglected in ilrlng for others, and best of all gave m ﬁ-
mturu.unquestion9 unnoticing empsatlﬂ’ which to those “ £
suffer is a balm of Gilead, . hd

- wHe must fight it himself. M"l‘l&l‘m

of the neede of a sick soul.



. his nmisery and more of the kindness and needs of those M v

Slowly but surely the treatuent did its
‘work. As the fever passed and strength began to flow
again tﬂrouéh his body his mind rallied; he thought less of

him. *"He's ptoktng upy® they said to eash other and indeed
he was. A month gone and he was going his old rounds again,
Pale, emnciated, not himself to be sure, but again m i 7 ‘
to his duties as pootmaster of New Salem, again out with m |
compass and chain and rod following his work %’n, um |
surveyor, min riding or uiktng back and forth from
Springfield for the books he was studying preparing to W
the practice of law the next year. And then there were the
excitements and t.nn struggles of poutu-. He was now a u-bu
of the Illinods Legislature and in Necember left New Balem
for the winter term at the State Legislature, Vwmtuﬁ The
change was & tonic. He at once threw himself into the thick of
things - iuportant and stirring questions « the Bank or the
United Btutu « internal improvements « the public lands = raile
roads and canals « the Convention system « the n-om of tho
Capital to a more convenient and nmm pa¥t of the ltusq -
working with all his might he kept m.- umw to Mmoll’; i
a«mma it and when late in February he went back to xw m .
he was its master and well it was so for New Salem was u

l;ot to return to. 'thc town was dying, its hope of ”"‘ *




prosperous center gone. In May Lincoln lost his job as
postmaster, the office being ‘dl.uontliuu“. One by one he
saw his old neighbors moving away, many of them to the
town site near by which ironicaily enough M.hmd.if.m,

surveyed, plotted. 8till there was politics; there was

‘the law reading, his chain and compass. llo‘nl busy onwﬂt;

perhaps busier than ever, but he was still lnih!.l friends

 minds not himself « too sober in his best nnu, too often

beset by what thcy called "blues®, fits of dawk m-nmxu
which even worried him. #e did not dare earry a pocket knife,

he told a friend once, lest in one of his black spells he take

his own life.

It was the women who noted him particulariy.
One of them a woman of sultivation, observing md_rpnmit&-r_
ane who had been Ann Rutledge's confident and always h;l friend,
eaid to horulf. "He's growing up.® Years later she ﬁl to
her son
tell/that with fimtxwinter Ann Rutdddge's death Lincoln
hmni be a man.
| There was another woman, an -14::-1-::4 of hie '
who said to herself, Lincoln must marry, have a home,that alone
will oure him, BShe had a wife for him, her own sister « Nary
Owens, a xcntnek: girl, who two yomou'uar had vunu in New
m Lincoln of course remembered,




Oncmmmumtomm
o Mre Abell by name,

friendly utoh-m/ ahé saidy teasinglyy "I u going “
to Kentueky. If I hrtn. Mary back will you marry hert®
A challenge = what Gould he say but yes. But as he was $0 _
tell a friend morths later, *Between you and me I was confoundly
well pluud with the idea." :

Pleased at the ideal Had he ton.t!u Ann s
Hutledge? Does one ever forget an idylliec love? or lose ity
It becomes part of the being. This girl's love, though lost,
had made a man of Lingoln. lew & man needs a mate, & m. .
a home, not for mnlr alone Af he is Jplonm. He than-t'..l
it to the community, the country he is helping build. Mo one
realized this better than Lincoln., The family made ipioneering-

‘possible, alone held:men to their labors.

Now Lingoln had made no morbid renunciation

of 1ife tempted as he uy have been in the early days of nis

. grief, He had accepted it; he knew that he needed more than

ever human love, companionship, eare. In this he was every -m
a man, How about this Mary Owens who Mﬁ soon be there in
New Salem? Was she the one he needed?

whatever of raillery there had lmn in

'n-. Abell's suggestion , and obviously there was ‘at least s ‘ e
oﬁw, 1 umpoum from Linceln's mind in the weeks mu




_would 1t mean thAt she would regard him &s a suitor, was

 were taking him at his word, that she had come %o narry hiul

left New Salem for her Iontum visit. He became more M |
more "m about the conversation. What had he doney “'ﬂ:“' _i;:;
promised to marry Mary Owens. If she mhuknthh.m

willing to consider him as a husband? It scared hin a uli“q 5
8t411 if ¥ary Owens would make him a home he nn nuu; tu m' i i
her his wife, h. concluded. H o

Ho remembered hu' l.u. New Salem m tcl' m

was such a one as a pioneer nttlmnt“l ‘not often m -a ' s
woman a year his unior. tnnty-udxt. buxom, rrnh of Mg
blueeeyed, gay, intelligent, well educated, uponod mw
and looking w.althw to the simple New su-nu - "thc tm«t
trimmings I ever saw,"one of thon has declared. nv -mu

Ltmob@sﬁno” been pleased to see her mln. to thm Ot W
as a possible wife? But his humrunco and ammu tﬂ

Ming with women made him hesitant, doubtful,and M lll
learned a few weeks later that the gtu had returned 'ltn hﬂ e
sister he was startled, jumped to the conclusion that th. m _'}:-.ff"

He aid not like it, he fom. Reflecting on his mmm

found a ray of hope. Possibly Mrs Abell had never

remark, in that case he was still free. He nnu wi

until he saw her, rhut hsnam a ru w- later m"m



distaste he had felt at the news that she was in the M’
was intensified by her appearance. H)e was mt as ntmm
alo he remembered her, was too stout, had lost her teeth, ik
looked weather beaten. Well, he wou:l.& keep his Hﬂ.. He M ‘
nimi made a point of holding to a promise, he would km_ to
this one, if Mary Owens regarded it as such. But how was he
to find out? _
~ He meemed not to have had the courage or

adroitness to find out how seriously Mary Owens was taking

him. He could neither force or drop the issue. He nm. m : |

around, making himself her attendant, at all the countrysside

&athoringa. doing what he supposed was u:juot.d of a -uua.

- exoepting the courtingt There was eertainly no word of that

from him., From Mary Owens, much more experienced than he in

lovesmaking, there was coquetry, tantaliszing words which
puszled him « did they inean that she expected to be his wife «

well, suppose he thought of her as his wife, remembered om' her

fine qualities of mind, her interest in affairs, her love of good

books, her jolly humor, her liking for people, her fresh enjoye
hent of 1ife, forgot her disappointing appearance. He tried
but somehow it left him unstirred. For him liary m-m no
allurement , no chu'u.' but if she expected him to marry Mh

would do 1it.

{
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It evidently did met oeeur to him that Maxy
Owens might be appraising him rather than trying to force sn
avowal. B8he certainly v;o too clever a woman not to ruxh!a: i
that he was still reluctant and halfehearted whether he had
taken his promise to her sister seriously or net. 8She B4y
sppreeisted his fine qualities, his manliness, kindness, ' i

loyalty, lho saw he was making his way in the community, m

a coming man, not a hopeless partner even for a girl whose hthll
was as she said "a gentleman of considerable means,* if she
found herself caring for him,

Could she gare for him? That was what she on her
side was asking herself while her sister devotedly attached to
Llncol.n was urging her to make up her mind to marry him,
evidently persuaded that Mary could do it 11’ she would.

The halfehearted suit was eut short in m
when the winter session of the State Assembly to whigh Lingoln

had been re-elected the previous summer opened. Quite promptly
after reaching Vandalia, the State Capitol, he wrote lMary m.
a rather moody letter, prineipally polities but with uf bid for
sympathy, He had been sick ever since he lcﬂ hor. e dreaded
writing her and having the mortification of uokm in the post

office for an answer and not finding it as had once happened,

i
¢

singe he knew her,  his spirits were so low that he would rather




i o
s

= L

4G be any plage in the world, he couldn*t endure the thought of

i_‘ lfwiu there ten weeks as was expested of him. “write

g back as soon as you get this,” h." plo". "and AT n.lﬂll.ll'

o something that will please me for really I have not been

(:1 pleased since I left you," which would seem to indicate that _

= the young man was more interested in *Friend Mary®, as he

Fﬁ ‘@alled her than he thought. | .

g ' In spite of the opening .u- of the session |

1(1: things soon brightened up for Linocoln. Iln'y Owens ﬁ‘t‘d

8 to his plea, and did write him occuuonnuy throughout the

g term. He found friends, among them a woman, the wife of a

§ colleague in the lu-bly} O« H. Brownings The Brownings uul.

k@—;; | I-:I.MOM lived in the same house and he and Mrs, Browning mn - ; ]
k; soon on easy and rather confidential terms, a t'ﬂludshtp Mﬂl '
E lasted his life through, But chiefly his spirits m mtom

ff by the place he soon found himself taking in the Sangamon County

= delegation « a delagation famous in Illinois State annals = the

QL—%" Long N_lno. no one of them under six feet in heightl The Leng

Nine had set their hearts on taking the seat or'..v'.m from
Vandalia to Springfield and spent the session in the fight.
Lincoln, who had had but one previous term in She m m in
that term had done little more than get hto bmtlﬂ, Wﬂl hl.r _
gelf into the struggle with gulto and a ﬂ.'tu whiech mam m




colleagues and soon made him the leader of the groupe m 4
Long YNine won and Mary Owens heard men on all sides wm w _
Ltnooln was a "born ludn'.' heard of MMD where he m o
toasted as "nature's nobleman.® Quite a utrum, person in '_ il
the public's eye, thies young man who came bagk torlo' Mﬂ - I
in May 1837 from the one who had left “"‘WW"_"

He did mot return to stay. He had boen
aduitted to the bar and in April put all his worldly goods
into a pair of saddle bags and rode over o lpﬂuﬂm. Mm
miles away, where ho meant to establish himsel ! mntu.

In a farewell visit he and Mary Owens talked .
- about her joining him there, ht;t he oould not decide mm
she wae in earnest or not, and was not deeply enough in ﬁ'o "ta’
ineist on knowing. il

Moving to Bpringfield did not utno hu m Al
as he may have expeoted and half hoped. He oould not to» lllo - 1
thou:t ‘omr h;l mind, but he could not feel her in hie hIﬂ'ta |
To marry when he did not love, wao it worth giving u his ‘

freedom for that, exbhanging it for the home » wholesome, 8ayy
u-roruuo. he was certain she would make? l

Now Mary Owens was a sensible if a nlm o
woman and she had no desire to maryy  man who udm"
or one who did net mnmunu pay her all those attentio




o whioh she had been reared to believe & man owed & Womans

i 4ineoln disappointed her by his swkwardness, his .umm

@ hie 1ndtnpq-1tlon to gallantry. She tells a story in m “

o ~ her letters of a happening we way consider typllll-

a:fw _ "There ni a company of us going to Uncle

C: Billy Greene's. Mr. Lincoln was riding with me, and we had a _

;; very bad bransh to eross. The other gentlemen were very : iy
‘;_ officious in seeing that their partners got safely over., We |
;u: were behind, he riding on, never looking iﬁﬂ to ‘see how I m

8 . mlonge When I rode up beside him, I remarked, 'You are & . |
g: n;a&ihﬂ I suppose you did not care whether my neck was '
E; ‘ broken or mot.' He laughingly replied (X suppose by way of

sompliment), that he knew I was plenty smart to take gsare of
myself." | '
He had not learned « he never did learn = that
no woman was ever born who did not protir from a man she 48 _
| thinking of marrying solicitude for her welfare, proofs that

he had her safety and happiness on his mind, to any possible

tribute he could pay her 1ntcihct.

The uncertainty greatly disturbed Mm).a. M
did the girl want? He was lonesome in the new town. He lmll : |
he would be happier if she was with him, He must Mttl. the i
matter. He began a letter, but it displeased him, lt m m




serious. He began another, tore it up, it was oo flippant.
The third he sent. It bom with a rather dreary putm of
hie 1ife in Ypringfield « "dull business,® he nnu it. ".!
am quite as lonesome here as I ever was anywhere in my llﬁ.-.: :
I have been speken to by but one woman -m“ 1 have been m.
and should not have been by her if she ualn.d have avoided Mo
I've never been to church yet, and probably shall not be soon,

I stay away because I am conseious I should mot know how to

behave myself.%
Then followed a discussion of their relations
well onloulated to settle the matter for any lpult“ woman,

It was almost as if he wrote, *I will narry you if ydu want

i
;
1

me, but I can easily get on without you.” But here are the
paragraphate , '

| *I am often thinking of what we said about your
@oming to live at Springfield. I an afraid you would not be
satisfied. There is a great deal of nouriahl.u about in
oirrhgn_ here, which it would be your doom to see without lhum
it. You would have to be poor, without the means of hiding your
poverty. De you believe you could bear that patientlyy Whatever
woman may cast her lot with ml‘u. should any over do so, ls l’

my intention to do all in my power to make her happy and

contented; end there is nothing I can imagine that 'olu m me

more umbpppy than to fail in the effort. 1 kmr I m h M -




happier with you than the way I am, provided I saw neo m

of discorntent in yow. What you have said to me m have M
in the way of jJest, or I may have misunderstood it. lf 80y
then let lt be forgottenj Af othexwise, I mmeh wtlh m m
think seriously before you decide. What I have ul_,_‘ I m
most positively abide by, provided you wish it. My epinien ts
that you had better not do it. You have not Leen umtu.q '
to hardship, and it may be more severe than you now imagine.
I kaoi you are capable of thinking correctly on any nunt; e
and if you deliberate maturely upon this before you decide, then
I am willing to abide your decision.® .-

The letter brought no satisfactory reply.

Mary Owens was probably enjoying the irresolute courting too

she |
migh to end it by the resolute word of which/was oapable.

Possibly she did not yet quite know her own mind. Her ll“
untinued"to urge her to Marry Lincoln., The man probably M

a future., In many things they were congenial spirite, M

she was more and more realiszing, and she was to write later,
that he was "deficient in those little links, which make wp
the chain of woman's® happiness. !Hie training had been am
from mine. And so she hesitated, while he unwilling to settle

thc matter once for all in the way he Reens to have w hl

wanted it settled, that is by his own honorable mnn. m

his luke warm wooinge




Finally desperate he decided to write a letter,
which would foree a decision from Mary Owens. .

*You must know that I cannot, see ; or think
of you with entirs indifference; and yet it may b that *dl_
mistaken in regard to what my real feelings to you are,

If I knew you were not, I should not trouble you With tide
letter. Perhaps any other man would know enough without
further information, but I consider it my peculiar right teo
plead ignorance and your bounden duty to allow my pleas

"I want in all cases to do right; and most
particularly so in all cases with women. I want, at thies
particular time, more than anything else, to do right with you,
and if I knew it would be doing right, as I rather suspest it
would, to let you aloney I would do it. And for the m
of making the matter as plain as possible, I now say
you can mew drop the subject, dismise your thoughts tll m
ever had any) from me forever, and leave this letter -
without ealling forth one l, murour from me. And I m
even go farther, and say, t 12 it will add anything to
eonfort or peace of mind to dn 804 it 19 my sincere 'llih
you should, Do mot understand by this that I wish to cut M
aoquaintance. I mean no such thing, What I do wish is that our
further acquaintance shall depend upen yourself, If sush =
further acquaintance would contribute nothing to your hlnl.nu. i
I am sure it would not to mine. If you feel yourself in any
degree bound to me, I am now willing to release you, provided
you wish it; while, on the other hand, I am willing and even
anxious to bind you faster Af I gan be convineed that it will
¥n any considerable degree add to your happinese. This, indeed,
is the whole question with me. Nothing would make me mores
miserable, nothing more happy, than to know you were 8o«

*In what T have now eaid, I think I oannot be

misunderstood; and to make myself undornood ie the sole QNM o
of this letter.”

It wae rather eruel in lMary Owens not to hsn
ended this perplexity then and there but the m hed m u‘- |

humor. She may have thought he needed a luw \iem lt
be taught that a man must at least have the courage to I" .

g R




him sinee he last saw her a year before at the close of th

directly, will you marry me? Bay it with arder, mzm :
nnd not with the chilling assurance that it is her

alone he seeks « that his own 18 only indireetly in
question, At all events she kept him dangling on her uﬁ AL

until he did ocome out llth a direct proposal, Mﬂ ti “

gave a prompt answer, "No." |
Lincoln was amaxed, lmly she ‘“ mt m&u

He repeated the question « "No* « -he told him again, m il

finally after a year and a half of apathetic M
Lingoln awoke to the humiliating realisation that he M m

degeiving himself in thinking that Mary Owens hnnhou m T
ed on marrying him, that his moble deteruination to do She m
thing cost him what it might savored strongu of vanity aill IM"

painful of all that, now he had lost her he was really m .
iittle in love with hert o

Thers was rare breadth in Abraham um.w, o '- 4
humor; h. could see his own m.nu. Sore as he was m

Rary Owens' deoision it was not many monthas bo:rm he was M

ing at himself. The story was too good to go untold. mg

he needed a confessional, needed to share his mx.muu. M
was no one in Spripgfield to whom ho could mttﬁ. m M ;
was his friend, Mre. Browning, and sc finally he am:m
her a long and faroical account of what had been happen:



Q‘lﬁ‘ i
S
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) ; /
e Assembly. He knew there was little or no likelihood of
& : :
\N ‘Mre. Browning ever hearing of the episode from the outside,
o
b for Mary Owens had gone back to Kentuocky and the Brownings
s had no eonnection with New Salem, 8o he let himself go in &
Ciig
@ droll story of his own stupidities in the affair, drawing in
[—
i? tie course of n a caricature of Mary Owens' appearance m-
o
= . would have been unforgiveable if he had named her or if he
= :
| hsd not been tresting the experience in burlesques Then he
@ : .
— went on to tell how he in espite of his dislike of herlooks
(8]
£2° he determined to consider her lLis wife.
& *This done," he wrote, "all my powers of
g discovery were pat to work in search of perfectiomns in hey
= which might be fairly set off against her defests. I tried
P to her handsome, which, but for her unfortunate
B corpulency, was actually true., RExclusive of this, no woman
> that I have ever seen has a finer face. I also tried to mﬂm
= myself that the mind was much more to be valusd than the person;
L and in this she was not inferior, as I could dissover, to any
= with whom I had been acquainted.
IS ke :
5 "All thie wiile, although I was fixed, "firm as

the surgee~repelling rock,” in my resolution, I found I was
continually repenting the rashness which had lef me to make it
Through 1ife I have been in no bondage, either real oF
imaginary, from the thraldom of which I so much desired to be
free. I now spent my time in plamping how I might get along
through life after my contemplated change of circumstances
should have taken place, and how I mignt proorastinate the nu
day for a time, which I really dreaded as much, )lrhapl m. e
than an Irishman does the halter.

"After all my suffering upon this

interesting subject, here I am, wholly, unexpectedly, mm.
out of the "socrape®; and now I want to know if you can guess

how x got out of it « out, clear, in every sense of the tm no

~




violation of word, homor, or conseience. I don't uum
{mmmu. and 80 I might as well tell you at once. As

he lawyer says, it was done in the manner following, to wits
m-rxmmqutmmtuuuuuxwlm
in honor de (which, by the way, had brought me round inmto

the last fall), I conoluded I might as well bring it to a
consummation without further delay; and so I mustered z. '
resolution, and made the proposal to her direct; bus, m
to relate, she answered, No. At first I supposed she did 4%
through an affectation of medesty, which I thought but m
begame her under the peculiar cirgumstances of her ocasej but
on my renewal of the charge, I found she repelled it wi
greater firmmess than before. I tried it again and qun.
with the asame success, or rather with the same want of m«-

"I finally was forced to give it upj at M
I very unexpestedly found myself mortified almost bmu
endurance. I was mortified, it seemed $o me, in & hundred
different wayes. My vanity was deeply wounded by the refieoction
that I had been too stupid to discover her intentions, and at
the same time never doubting that I understood them perfectly;
and also that she, whom I had taught myself to believe nobody
else would have, hall avbually rejected me with all my fancied
greatness. And, to oap the whole, I then for the first Sime
began to suspect that I was Zeally a little in love with her.
But let it all go. I'll try and outlive it. Others have been
made foolc of by the girle; but this can never with truth u--m

of me. I most euphatically, in this instance, made a fool of
myself."” ‘

He most mphn;ttull.y hadi

But iincoln's affair with Mary Owens was bub
an episode in his emotional 1ife, an anwkward, .u;t-ﬂou.hill; h_llto-
ludurbu spisode. One may laugh ;t. 1:1- ult.doi.ptm as he
d&d\hinult.- but .one ean but honor his pn!.utulhttqﬂl. to be
honorable, to discharge to the full any oligation Mary Owens
may have thought he had assumed., Few men, or m.m
the ,oplndoﬁ -uttcnd” on their way to a final mating m ?




matoh his determinatien *in all things %o mu to my m. "
his effort to weigh the ehances of the u-uu contentment
and happiness 4f she should marry him, lu&:.r we snateh
at what we want conudul.ng but 1ittle “t we gcan give u
uuory another, glksu that for granted in our pree
occupation with our own desire. |
‘The episode is chiefly important, however,
pecause it bears all the marks of emotions still dulled
and untesponsive by the death of Ann Rutledge. A great
Sorrow leaves behind it an empty and cold heart, numb,
insensible gilutuflnn. Interest awakened as Lincoln's was
-mon%dl\ii- W‘-_lfau of the heart but an affair of ‘hl 7
intellegt = of caleulation, reasoning, speculation. Lincoln's
curious courtship of Mary Owens is convineing proof of m :
profoundity of his grief mm rather than as some Would have it
evidenoe that he never loved “. 1t Ao in_o_ undermines the
romance than the argument that he could not have loved the

gtrl becsuse seven years after her death he married Mary Todd,

el e

and gave her a loyal ntruuoafbh * and l.m w
surely. oy

A virile man, honoring women, Mtnci‘hﬂg o ;
family, nm&ng them if ever a man did, it I!IMI hl!t m

‘_-‘&J‘-‘{w -t

unnatural, impossible to one ct his numno mm. iu
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N hie mlo 1ife be thwarted hy the memory of an mud llu._

%%‘ : mmx-m--m& mmwmumd

L&E | vhat human love could be in sweetness, sympatiy, puritys

Mi mmmmunm-mm“tnm-u. It

g was a grief which went into the making of the future man

{? as all real experiences go into the making of human Nlm- e
}; | m-«unnndwn-umbtmw!mn::w
‘j present plave in the world have left behind them m Qﬁ m
Ej_: ; rich in courage and practical idealism dbut thin in M

(Q_ m.....a..-.mtn.nmmmm-uummw
u? its rarity.

5 ' Possibly no one of the few stories of i

iove in our history has deeper nold on the popular mind m &
this of Abrahim Lincokp and Ann Rutledge. So dear to m _}.{f
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