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Among the erall group of pecple that can be seid to heve -‘"b?q
for o longer or shorter pericd, intimates of the wincoln femily vh;n;”. :
ocoupied the White House, must be numbered the ebtict, Frank B, ﬁafﬁéﬁ-o&;-;ﬁ %_?m%t
He spent six mcnths with the Lincolns ip 1864 painting the omly greut - s
histcrical canvas thut hac come down to us from the times— The Firet Resding
of the dmsncirsti-n Proclematicn, mow henging in the Capitol in Washington.
Carpenter won the friendlinese ¢f the entire hcusehcld while living in the
White House. The fresident frcm the start tock keen interest in . his work,
sat petiently =nd talked tc him freely on all sorte of matters, so freely -
t~at later Carpenter wrote ¢ 1i tle volume of reminiscenses of his experience
which is mot. surpassed in vertcity, swypethy or understanding by any
recoldecticne we have.

A Presh contributicn tc what we kncw of the man whe made these
invelueble Linccln reccrde ccmee in & werk so.n to be published -~ PEpoch!,
by the dremitiet, Perey wrckaye. "Epoéh" ie the stery of the iife and times
of that remarkeble and versatile dramntist Steel Mackaye. OCarpenter grew
u; here in New Ycrk with the Mackaye's. He had th~ run cf tke homee off ¢
iget 16'h Streot cf " he grandfather, Jamee Mackaye end cf his close friend,
Kobert Dale Owen. MNc doubt the ycung "un'e enthusissm for perpetuating
forever cn oznvas th- Pirst reading cf Lincoln's great proclsmati:n wes
wermly eymcathized with by theee two notable friend: of freedom. dJames
Mackaye wes on intimete personsl terme with the President and hie voice
+a8 probsbly sd’ed tc the reveral that were n-eded tc prcoure for Carpenter
the freedcm cf the White H-u e while ha ainted his  ioture. Not only
docee FPercy Mackeye give us help in hie vclume in building up Cerpenter

himself, but unexpectedly he adde a remarkebls reccrd of a stsge in the

composing sand peinting of hie famcus picture - & hotograph tuken no doubt
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0Q the finished picture. One cennct but regret that in ths finf
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&3 Carpenter lost much of the vigor snd liviiness of the Lincolnm he
% photograph hers reprcduced shcws that he at cne time caught. -
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